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TRAVELS 

O F 

Mr. yOHNTHEVENOT. 

OB uA OS as tCp <X3> <Q> ^X <ZS "xP ^Df ^IP <Q> Xh (u> (u> (U> 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Per/onSf Drefsy and Manner of Eating and 
Drinking among the Turks : their Religicn^ 
Marriages and Burials : the Military Qo'vcrn- 
ment of the Empire^ ivitb the different Orders 
6f Soldiers* Of the Ci*vil Go^erm/ienty and 
DiftrihiUion ofjufticey and the Punijhtmjits in-- 
fiaedon Offenders. 

JBT^JeC"^ ^ ^ ^«^'^' ^^ generally' wejl ihap- 
^ >p ^ edy and.ofa robuftand ftrong con- 
' " ' flitution» having fcarcely any crook- 
ed perfbns or cripples among them. 
Thek habit appears graceful* Next 
their fkin they wei^ a' pair of drawers, and over 
them a (hirt and a doliman made of fattin, 
'tafiety, or other neat ftuff, which rcaeW^ <ici^Yi. 
to their heeJs like a clofe-bodvticai%i^ > Nx^^ 
Vol. XIL B ^^Sns 



2 Thevenot's travels 

quiltcti la winter, and this they gird about 
them with a fafii or leaLhern belt, which is 
fo me times adorned with gold or filver bucklts ; 
in this they generally wear two daggers ^ the 
handSe:^ and fieaths of which are fome times 
adoined with gold and filver, and perfons of 
great diftindion have them omaHiented with 
pri^cious llDfies- in this j^irdlc they alfo carry 
their pouch for tobacco. Over the doliman they 
wear ii kind of tiight-gown, which, in winter 
time, thofe who are able line with rich furs. 
Their ilockirtgs are of clothj footed with red 
or ycHow leather, and their flioes are of the 
fume colour. Their hcad^ are covered with a 
crimfon velvet cap, about which they wrap a 
red or white tnrb^in, which is a fcarf of linen 
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thoft lionoarable fide with the Turks, from iti 
beinc; the fword fide. 

The TWi/^ women are generally beautifal, 
flraighty and well fhaped ; out they never go 
abroad without a veil. They paint their eye- 
brows of a blackifli colour, and their nails of a 
reddifh brown. They are cleanly and neat 
from their bathing twice a week : their cloath- 
ing is much like the men's, except their head- 
drefs ; for they have a long treis of hair that 
hangs down to the fmall of their hacks, and 
if they want hair, they ufc an artificial trefs or 
f^cafe of fattin. In tne houfe they cover tlicir 
heads with a cap of red cloth, like our night- 
caps, but with four points on the top ; to the 
nuddle of which tho^ who can afFora it flitch 
a round of pearls, and tic it below with an 
handkerchief of fine fluff wrought with fiowers 
of gold and filk; but when:ii4ey go abroad 
they change it for one made of gilt paflboard, 
and'mufHe their heads fo in linen cloth, that 
nothing bat their eyes are uncovered: even 
their fhift flecves cover their hands, for it is 
efleemed indecent to fhew any part of their bo- 
dies. The head-drefs of the ladies is made up 
of handkerchiefs of feveral colours, wrought 
with gold and filver, adorned with all manner of 
precbus flones, and v/ith many forts of fiowen. 
They can put it off or on without undoing it, 
and ufually wear it feveral days, and then put 
it into another fafhion ; but it is frequently fo 
heavy as to be burthenfome to them. Tva\\ 
ontwAid garment is a wlutc oonvh t^%t^ ^x.^^ 
honam with gold lacet audtnujw, «xA> >^^: 
B % 



4 Thevenot's travels 

the men's, lined with furs in winter. The la 
dies of the Seraglio ibmetimes wear a fur cap 
and others a round platine with feathers oi 
each fide. 

As the Turks make great ufe of bathing, the] 
have many handfbme bagnios in every town 
and the fmalleft village is feldom without one 
They are all made of the fame faihion, an< 
differ only in their fize and ornaments. Al 
who go into them fhave off the hair of thei; 
bodies, and go in naked, except a napkin abou 
their waifl, after their having been well rubbec 
by a fervant both behind and before. Such m 
cannot fhave themfelves, fetch off the hair witl 
a powder of a certain mineral called Rufma, 
which being nungled with lime and Jiot water 
and laid upon any place, will fetch off the hai 
in half a quarter of an hour's time. In Main 
they ufe orpiment for the fame end. Afte; 
bathing;, a fervant cleanfes the body from al 
£hh with foap and cloths, and then they an 
dried with warm napkins. The poorefl mar 
or woman goes to the bath at leafl once 9 
week, the women being only ferved by wo^ 
men ; for it is a capital crim« for the men tc 
go into a bath where the women are. Greai 
perfons have them in their houfes for them- 
felves and wives. 

. The Turks have no fumptuous feafls, and 
not being fond of luxuries, cook their meal 
themfelves. Their ufual food is pilaw, which 
is rice boiled with a pullet, a piece of bee'' 
mutton pr the like, or, for want of meat, wit 
tutteTf TJieir brps^d is light, but COarfe an 



flat like our bifcuit. They fpread a carpet 
Turfy leather on the ground, and fquatti 
down crofs-legged like taylors, eat it wi 
wooden fjpoons, faying before they eat, In i 
nkme of God. They pull their meat in piec 
with their fingers, for they never ufe knives c 
forks, and then everyone takes his fhare. The 
feldom drink at their meals, but having eatei 
rife and drink water, and then return thanks 
by faying, God he praifed\ and having finflhed 
their meals, they wafh their hands. 

They ufually drink water, becaufe wine is 
forbidden by the Koran ; but the debauchees 
fay that this is a counfel, and not a precept ; but 
there arc very few who drink it publickly ex- 
cept the Janizaries. Perfbns of all ranks drink 
at leafl two or three difhes of coffee every day. 
They have alfb fherbet, a vtry pleafant liquor, 
of which they have feveial forts, made of fu- 
gar, lemon juice, mufk, ambergrife, and rofe 
crater, and they are very fond of opium. At 
heir great treats they give coffee, fherbet, and 
erfumes for their beards. They fpread quilts 
Don the ground for their bedding, and every 
le lies on his own. They fmoke tobacco, 
d divert themfelves with playing on the 
nbour, which is a kind of lute, but laugh 
the Franks for taking a walk ; for they ef- 
n it ridiculous to walk merely for the fake 
<m dement. They entertain their company 
I difcourfe or a game of chefs, draughts, 
;s, and a game called MacaV^L, ^x. viVvi!^ 
play with AeJIs and boxc&\\\5.e o\>x \ai>c\^'^» 
hoogb they ^epd v/ho\e 5kJ\fcXTvwcv^ ^'J 
B3 ^' 
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tJiefe games, they never play for money or anjr 
thing of value. They aK alfo fond of pup- 
pet Ihews, which are performed in a different 
manner from ours, and arc more agreea^ble ; but 
thnr fongs and atutudes are very obfcenei 
The ri! creations of the foldiers are fhoonng at 
ji^iarks with bowt and arrows, and Ihooting with 
a harqutbufs running. 

The ^furkijk language, though not very co- 
pious, is grave and pleiifanti and, with a little 
fupply from the Jralmn ^n^ Perfia^j is rich and 
elegant enough. The Turh are not fond of the 
fcienceis, yet have Doctors of their L.ivvjwho ex* 
plain it with great art» Some itudy aerology, 
and many of them pretend to fortune- telling, 
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fhqr iidkere flriaiy to the dodnnc of predef- 
tiiuition, and imagine that death is unavoida* 
ble both in peace and war, believing that tho/e 
who are killed by their enemies would have 
died at home, if they had not gone to fight ; 
and for the fame reafon they never endeavour 
to eicape the plague, or other infedious dif- 
cafes. 

They believe that Je/us Cbrifl was conceived 
from the breath or the fpirit of God in the womb 
of the Virgin ; that he was a great Prophet ; 
that he wrought many miracles among the 
JeiAJSf and foretold the coming of Mahomet un- 
der the name of the Comforter ; but deny that 
he was crncified, imagining that as he was go- 
ing to the crucifixion he was caught up into 
heaven, and Jtuias placed in his room, who 
was crucified in his ilead. The/ believe that 
Jefus Chrifi fhallconle to judge the world, and 
idgn 40 years in Damafcusy where he fhall 
marry and have children, at which time Anti- 
Chrii fhall arife and deceive many j but Chrifi 
&all defboy him, and afterwards afcend into 
heaven, and then the day of judgment fhall 
come. In ihort, they give great honour to Je- 
Jus Cbrift and the Virgin Maryy and if they 
hear any man fpeak ill of them, they will 
chaiHie him as feverely as if he fpoke again il 
Mabwut'y for they believe that the Gofpei was 
ient to Jtfus^ as the Law was to Moj'esy and 
the Pfalms to Davids They believe all the 
Prophets, and that paradife (hiW Vwt ^>X^^n^\\Nv 
the ]uA^ and hell with l\\e w\cke^. "^^"^ 
ihcogb they deny a purgatory' ,. x^tA^ ^"^^^ 
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tain that there is a place called Araf, between 
paradife and hell, where thofe ihall be placed 
who have don^ neither'^good nor evil. In pa- 
radife Mahomet promiies the blefled delidons 
gardens full of pleafant. fmits and fountains, 
rivers of water, milk, wine and honey» fcar«- 
let and green doathing, and virgins ever young 
and beautiful, with^ black eyes, and ikins as 
white as a new-laid egg, and that God ihall 
appear to them every Friday : that thofe who 
are in hell (hall drink fcalding«hot water, and 
eat of the fruit of the tree Zacon : that if they 
have faith, after all their fins ihall be confnm- 
ed, they ihall be waihed in the water Solza- 
boul, and fidmittedinto'paradiie; but fuch as 
want faith, and are mere atheiUs, ihall bum 
everlaftingly in hell fire. 

They have, however, a ied among them 
itiled the Efcrachi, who are of opinion, that the 
happinefs of the other world confifts in the 
contemplation of the divine nature, and not 
in fenfual enjoyments : and another fed that 
believe tranfmigration, or that the ipuls of the 
deceafed go into other animals, which renders 
them extremely tender of.them. 

They pray for the dead, and acknowledge 
Guardian Angels, who wait upon them in 
all places, except when they go to dotheir oc- 
caiions, and then they leave them at the door* 
I'hey fay that when a man is buried, his ibul 
returns to his body, and two Angels called 
Munker and Guanequir come to him, and if he 
has lived ill bring him a frightful 'monfler^thar 
j-eprefeatfi his Uns and bad adions, to XQvme^ 
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him till the day of judgment ; but if he has 
lived welU they brine him a lovely creature, that 
reprefents his good deeds, affords him comfort, 
and flays with Turn till he is called to judgment. 

They believe that not only good Muful- 
mans, but even fome particular beads and 
fowls, fhall enter into Paradife ; as Abraba?rCs 
lamb; Mo/es*s cow, whofe afhes are mingled 
with the waters of purification ; Solomon's ant ; 
the Queen of Sheha^s parrot, that brought her 
the firft news of Solomon-^ E%ra!s afs, which 
they fay was raifed to life many years after it 
had been dead, to prove a refurredlion ; Jonah'' % 
whale; the little dog Cutmer^ that attended the 
four fleepers, who flept 372 years ; and Maho^ 
tnet^s camel, that carried him from Mecca to 
Medina* 

They name their children as foon as they 
are bornj when putting fome grains of fait into 
their mouths, and liftine them on high as de- 
dicating them to God, Uiey fay, God grant M. 
that God*s holy name may he as/a<vory in thy mouth 
as this faltf and that he may pre/er'ue thee from 
being too much in lo*ue n»ith the ivorld. As to 
thofe who die young before they are circum- 
died, they believe they are faved by the cir- 
cumfion of their father. 

They do not circumcife their children, like 
the Jews, at eight days old, but at eleven or 
twelve, and fometimes fourteen or fifteen years 
of age, when they make a profeifion of their 
faith in thefe words : There is no God but God^ 
and Mahomet // his prophet. VS^oii ^^ ^"a?! 
jSxedfQr (he ceremony th« bov U fex. ^kx\v^^^^- 
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back, and carried abotit the town with muficj 
and being cJrcumciled in his father's houfej a 
feait is made for all the reUtions and friends^ 
at whkh they arc merry, dance and itng, and 
the next day the guelts make prefents Co th« 
child according to their quality. Upon extra^ 
ordinary occafions fome are admitted to circiim- 
cife ac feven or eight years old, b»it, in cafe o: 
poverty, it is more iiuiaj to flay till fourteen 03 
Sftrcn j and then, if the parents are unable tc 
defray the expcnccj they wait till fome ricl 
perfbn h circumcifed, who upon this occafior 
makes prefents to the youths that are circum 
cifed with him, and gives liberal alms to hi 
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3r yearly the fortieth part of their fub- 
: and, ^. To go in pilgrimage to Mtcca 
n their lives. 

e firft of thefe they obferve very pun£lu- 

fhewing great veneration to God and his 

;, which they never pronounce, nor hear 

ouncedy but with the utmoil reverence. 

hey keep the faft of Ramadam with great 

inefs all day, but eat and drink at night. In 

, month they fay the Koran came down from 

.ven. It begins as foon as fuch people as 

; purpofely fet on hills and high places can 

fcover the new moon ; and the firft credible 

;rlbn who brings the news has a reward given 

im, and then the Ramadam is ordered by pub- 

c proclamation. In fummer-time this fad is 

'ery troubleibme ; for though they are fcorched 

jp with heat, they are not allowed to drink 

tul it is night. 

When the Ramadam is ended, the Bairam 
begins with the next new moon, which is pub- 
liihed by firing of euns, bonfires, and other 
rejoicings. At this ^ft the houfes and fhops 
are adorned with fine hangings, tapellrles, and 
fophas. The ftreets are filled with fwings or- 
pamented with feftoons, in which the people 
fit and are toiTed in the air, while they are at 
the fame time entertained with vocal and in- 
ftramental mufic, performed by perfons who 
are hired by the makers of the fwings. They 
have aUb fire- works; ^nd during the three 
days of this feftival many women, who never 
ftir abroad the reft of the year, Vvsiv^ \\\iwv^ \a 
W^k about. At this time ^v^ i^^xdioxi^ "^^^^ 
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irioas figures. 

hey are very exaft in praying at the ho 
»intcd, which are always preceded by 
ns, either of the whole body, or wafh: 
lands, nofe, and mouth three times. . Wl 
are at prayers they are extremely attenti 
ill ways behave with the greateft revereo 
Momli^Sf JVcdnefiafSt and Fridays a preacl 
Its the pulpit in a moiTqiie, and expoui 
part of the Koran ; which is conclad 
pravers for .the Saltan, and for the fi 
of hU anns, to'wkich all the people i 
n. 

i to the fourth ccnmnand, they jgive i 
;th part of their goods to their kindred 
have any, and it not to their poor neic 
>, and for want of them to the firft tc 
. This command is well obferved 
, fo that beggars in turfy are very c 
ion : and indeed thev ocrtorm great a 
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fide it, faying) they do it for God's fake, and 
■ot for money. Their chanty alfo extends to 
birds and beafls, (bme buying birds in the mar- 
kets to let them fly» while others leave conii- 
derable fums to maintain a certain number of 
dogs and cats. If any quarrel happens between 
them 9 they are obliged to ufe their ntmofl en- 
deavours to become reconciled ; and, that this 
reconciliation may be firm, the perfons at va* 
fiance are obliged before they pray on Fridayy 
which is the weekly fabbath, to protefl as in 
the prefence of God, that they freely pardon 
their enemies, or elfe they are taught that their 
prayers will not be heard. 

As to the commandment of going to Mecca^ 
it is worfe obeyed than any of them, many be- 
ing hindered by want of money and their ne- 
ceSary afiairs from making {q tedious a pilgri- 
mage : yet every year great numbers go, and 
thefe are reverenced ever after, under the name 
of Hadgies or Pilgrims. 

Next to thefe commandments they have fe- 
veral prohibitions, which they think they can- 
not break without fin : as, i. To make or have 
. figures of man, woman, or beaft : 2. To lend 
money upon ufury, from which they abftain, 
though they make bargains that differ but lit- 
de m>m it: 3. To eat unclean meats, as 
hogS) and the other creatures forbidden by the 
Jewijh Law ; and this they flridly obferve : 
4. To drink wine, which is alfo obierved by 
)dl who make any profellion of religion. 

The Turks have their clergy to \efo\Nt ^€\t 
doabts, suad celebrate divixie fctvic^. ^^:^^ ^^^ 
i Vol. XII. C ^^^ 



ij^. TarvTEKoT's TRAVELS I 

ecclefiaftic h tlie Mufti, who h chofen by tlie 
Grand Signior, and whofe Drdinary refidcace 
is at C^fijfantimpliv He is married, and held 
in fuch veneration that the Grand Slgr.ior rifea 
to meet and ialute him : but gs the Turks havo 
no hierarchy, he has no power over the Jma.ns 
oi- Priefts, of which there are fevcxal orders* 
They have alfo different forts of Monkst of 
which the Dervifes are the chief. They live 
in common, and have their Superior; go very 
mean in their ajpparel, and wear on their head* 
a cap of white felt* Every Turf day and Frid^t^ | 
they dnnce in the middle of a hall, where are 
two pulpits, one foi- the Supcriorj and the I'ther 
for the Vkar 5 and at the other end is a fcaf- 
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Ae convexity if they deiire it, and enter into 
the ftate of matrimony. 

The Turks have three forts of wives : firft, 
their lawful wives, whom they take after this 
manner. The man who defires to be married 
agrees with the ncareil relations of the maid, 
about the dowry they will give their daughter 
or kinfwoman, before a Cadi, who writes it 
down, and having got an Jman to blcfs his 
marriage, leads the bride to his houfe, her 
baggage being carried on horfes or camels be- 
fore them; and there they feaft and are merry, 
the men and women being entertained by them-^ 
ieives : they have commonly mufic and puppet- 
ihows, and alfo women who ihcw tr.cks for 
the diverfion of the company. Thcfe wives 
they may divorce when they pleafe, by telling 
the Cadi that they part with her for three 
crimes ; but if a man pats his wife away wrong- 
fully, he muft give her her dowry. A woman 
thus divorced mud not marry another hufband 
till four months after, that (he may know whe- 
riicr ihe is with child ; for if fhe be, her for- 
mer hufband muft keep it. They may have 
alio wives of Keben, which they take with lefs 
ceremony ; for they only go to the Cadi, and 
tell him that they take fuch a one to be their 
wife, promifing to give her fo much on her be- 
ing divorced. This the Cadi writes down, and 
gives the man a copy. Their other wives are 
women flavcs, but their children are held as 
legitimate as thofe of the other wive*, \C \}cv^ 
hnlband en/ran chifes them by Yv\^ W\>\\ Ci-'^^x- 
wife they remain flaves to t\\e c\dit&. foxv>a^ ^« 
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lawful wife. If a Turk has chiHren by a flavi 
he has taken to his bed, be is not allowed u 
fell her ; but if flie proves barren, flie may bt 
fold. 

The wives are not allowed to divorce theii 
hu/biincls, unlefs they are denied what ihei 
have a juft claim to, as bread, pilaw, coii«e 
the ufc: of the bed once in eight days, and mo 
ncy to g<^ to the bag3iio twice a week i for if tbc] 
fall in thefe, they may go to the Cadi and de 
Kiand a divorce; and if he find,? upon cnquiri 
the complaint juH, he grants their fuit. 

When any one is lick, the Jmans go am 
praiy with hitn; and if he dies, the howling 
of the women, who cry out as if in defpair 
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are always withoat their towns, that the air may 
not be infeded by the corrupt vapours of the 
graves; and ufually on the fides of the high< 
way, that travellers may pray for the decealed . 
After the body is interred, the relations and 
firiends come for. feveral days and pray at the 
grave, that God would deliver the foul of the 
oeceafed from the torments of the black an- 
gels. Many on Fridays bring meat and drink 
to the graves, and leave it there for travellers, 
that they may pray for the dead for whofe fake 
it is given. 

The Turkijh government refembles that of an 
army, the fame methods being obferved in the 
city in time of peace, as in the field during a 
war. The Grand Signior hath indeed a dou- 
ble capacity, the one as head of the Empire, 
and the other as a private perfon. As head of 
the Empire, he has a daily pay out of the pub* 
lie treafury, and his common and ordinary ex^ 
pences both at home and abroad are defrayed 
by the Tefterdar, or Treafurer of the Empire. 
As he is a private perfon, he receives prefents, 
fines, and confifcations, and defrays many ex- 
traordinary expences, as buildings for charita- 
ble afes, and jewels for himfelf and his women* 
This treafury is under the care of his own trea- 
furer. Thus in his private capacity he is al- 
ways extremely rich, and frequently heaps up 
great treafures, when the public treafury is ex- 
haufled; fo th;)t in his wars he is oftt^n un- 
der the neceflity of lendin^^ ^^'^ ^vsckv^ cA 
money to the pnbiic, which tUe"^ ax^ Wx^ ^^^ 
dually to rspav. 

c 3 



sns not more oat of Taxuiy^ dum fn 
ms of policy. But when the Giand .Si 
is an active Prince, and will look into b 

himfelf, or is ready to hear complair 
11 the Prime Miniller, the Vizier has th 

fmall degree of authority. When t 
n goes to war, he carries with him all t 
rs of the court, and even the Muiti ai 
udees ; this is alfo done by the Grand A 

when the, Sultan ftays behind; but 
s a fubftitule called tiie Kaimacham» 
arge his office in his abieace, and all t 
* great officers of fbcte leave thdr fubi 

in the fime manner $ (6 that the Gim 
lor has the fane regular conrc he hAd befo 
fe the Sultan removes to any other part 
Empire, fubftitntes are appointed, fo tl 
dthftanding the abfence bcth of the Gra 
lor and ^zier, the city has the iai 

of government as if they were all thei 
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fmimpk^ the Refident of Germany only ex- 
cepted, who continually attends the Vizier's 
camp at fome reafonable diilance. 

As to the army, which confifls of horfe and 
foot, it is pan£iually paid once in two months. 
The infantry are of fevcral orders, as the Ca- 
pig^ or Porters, who keep the pates of the 
Saaglio, ftand round the Grand Signior when 
he gives audience to AmbafTadors, and put to 
death thofe who are fallen under his difplca- 
five. Thefe amount only to 3000. 

The Solaques are the Grand Signior's Life 
' Guards, and attend him when he goes abroad 
in the city : they wear a doliman with hanging 
fleeres, and a cap ftuck with feathers in the 
form of a creft ; their bow always hangs on 
their arm, and their quiver is full of arrows. 

The chief of the infantry are however Ja- 
nizaries, who are either children taken for tri- 
bute and educated in the fchools of the Se- 
raglio, or renegado Cbriftians^ and fome few 
^urh. This order was inftituted by Ottoman 
the firft Turkifi Emperor. They call one ano- 
ther brothers ; they will not fuffer the meaneft 
of their body to be in the leaft injured, and 
none but the ofHcers dare lift up an hand 
againft them ; for no interefl or money can 
iavc the life of him who has ilruck a Janizary. 
Upon which account AmbafTadors take them 
into their retinue, and travellers hire them for 
their guides. The Janizaries of the Port are 
12,000 in number, and live iiv two vwsv^ <ix 
coDe^s containing 160 chambcTs. T\veNA\cJ\« 
namSw iiow^ever of the ]aiii7.ai\cs v* ^^,c^^ 
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and there may be 100,000 more that po: 
the name aod on vileges of Janizaries, to 
paying their debu and taxes ; bat tkefi 
ther ferve in the arquy, nor receive pay. 

The Grand Signior's cavalry are the € 
fes, whofe employment is very honoorabl 
they execute mcSft of the commands c 
Grand Sigidor and his Baflas, and are 
fent on emhaffics to foreign Princes. 

The Spahis are the ordinary troopa 
light hoHe» and are about 12,000 in na 
divided into two bodies. TheCbnnd Si 
has alio a nameroas nulitia raifilfl and 
tained by foch peribns as hold their Ian 
military tenures. Thefe gentlemen are 
minatcd either Zaims or Timariots, mco 
to. the number of men they bring int 
Held : a Zaim being obliged to raife fron 
to 19 foldiers, and a Umariot no mon 
four. The Zaims and Timariots are al 
Heed to find men for the fea fervice ; am 
of them are to ferve in peribn by land, b 
Timariots only on board die fleet. The 
raifed by the Zaims and Timariots on 
computed to amount to 100,000 men. 

The tributary countries, as Tartwy^ 
chia, and Moldaviay are alio obliged to \ 
certain number of troops. Thus the CI 
the Crim TarPars is to join the Turkijh 
with ioo,oco men when required. 

As to the diflribution of juftice, the 
is the great council and aflembly of this i 
where all affairs of Hate are debated, a 
/tuts in hw £nally decided i foe an^ '^cxfic 
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be keard there, whatever be his country, qua- 
Klf or religion ; the pooreft man has liberty to 
t(k juftice of the Grand Signior in perfon, and 
to deliver his petition ; which having read, he 

SVes fentence according to equity. If it be 
r debt, the Vizier fends a Chiaufe to fetch 
the debtor into court, and the creditor bring- 
ing bis witnefles, the prifoner, if found guilty, 
is condemned, and the fentence immediately 
pot in execution. No trial, unlefs in a diffi- 
cult cafe, can laft above four or five hours» 
without fentence being given one way or other, 
b that no man is wearied out and ruined by law* 
yers, nor is there any fear that juftice will not be 
tdniniftered, becanfe at the end of the hall 
where the court is kept is a window covered 
widi black crape, where the Grand Sienior hears 
and ieea when he pleafes, without Dcing dif- 
cerned, and the Judges fearing he may be there, 
dare not pve a partial fentence ; for if he dif- 
covered it, it would immediately coil them 
their lives. 

Great care is taken that the markets are 
ibpplied with every thing in plenty, and at 
reaionable rates, and no man dare exadl a great 
price for provifions unlefs he has a mind to be 
baftinadoed and fined. There are officers to 
examine every man's weights and meafures, 
who daily go their rounds, and punifh thofe 
who impofe upon the public in thefe par- 
ticulars, with blows on the foals of their feet, 
and large fines. Every perfon is obU^<i<L \.^ 
hinder quarrels or diforders frorcvVva^^txvY^^v^ 
the Rreetsi for if z dead maa V)^ iovxa^wL^^' 
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any man's door, he maft pay for hi 
500 piaftres; but if he who coinmit 
Jnorder be uken and convi^ed, the 
freed from |>aying tiie {\xak, and the n 
is poniihed; nnlefs the relations of the 
ed will agree to an accommodation, ii 
cafe the murderer is allowed to ranfom 
wUch is afiially done by paying thre< 
crpwns. 

The pnniflunents ufed by the TurJb 
tinadiney or Erikin^ them on the foals 
feetor bttttocksy with Twitches : the i 
feet are held up by two men, and faft 
a wooden inftrameat* while two more 
on the blows, which are fonietimes 
400^ by which means they are not able 
in dbree or four mondis. This is the < 
redion given by maflers to their flaves, 
ichoolniafters to their fcholars. Wli 
chaftiie a perfon on the buttocks, the 
laid on his belly, and the blows are gi^ 
his drawers^ in which cafe five or 600 L 
fometimes given, when the perfon is (1 
fully bruifedy that great quantities of i: 
fleih muft be cut off with a razor to p 
gangrene. Thofe who are condemned 
are puniihed with ftranglin^, hanging, 
ing, beheading, burning, impaling, 01 
ing upon- fpikes of iron, where they 
fered to fticK till they die with hunge 
and pain-. The Turh who turn CJbnfi 
burnt alive, with a bag of powder 1 
about their necks, and a pitch^ cap up 
heads i trhile the Chriftiam who (peak 



f«/i*LEVANT. 23 

die law of Mabomet^ or are taken with a Turkijh 
woman, or so into a mofque, are impaled, un- 
Us they will turn Turks. 

ch 

.If, CHAP. IV, 

.00 

■ A'Difcription of the Cities of Bur(a anJ Smyrna, 

j|^ i The CamtUon defcribed. A Vienv of the City 

^j. ' ^EphefuSy and of the adjacent Country. A 

j.»5 I atrious Defcription of the Ijland 0^ Chic. 0/ 

l^ the Maftic Trees. The JJlands y Patmos, Nax- 

ay I ^^* Paros, Delos, Micone, Tine, Nio, San- 

Q^. I torini, Polycandro, Milo, Sifano, Thermia, 

lie Ajora, Scyra, Nicaria, and Stanchio, defcrib- 

^. §di fwith a particular Defcription of the IJlandi 

y ', ^Rhodes and Cyprus. 

y 

J3 \/t ^' ^^^'^^"^ Ic^t Conftantinople on the 
.^ yy\ 30th of Auguft 1656, and failed in a 
g uick to Montagna^ from whence he rode to 
Bnrjk^ called by the ancients Prujuzy the me- 
tropolis of the ancient kingdom of Bithynia^ 
and in the reign of Orchan, the firft Sultan« 
the capital of 3ie Turkijh Empire. It is plea- 
fiutly (itnated, and has fach plenty of water, 
that the inhabitants have a great number of 
hatha. They have fome watei s that run through 
the town fo hot as to boil an t^g^ and of thefe 
they have made feveral bagnios, which are fo 
foccefsful in the. cure of many diHempers, that 
people come above 100 miles to w3l^\tv ^txcw 
/ This, town is nbout a mile and a W\i vcv\wv^^i 
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and is not entirely walled, bat has a caftle iktA 
ing in the middle, on a litde hill ; which has 
baftions that in the opinion of the iahabitaau, 
render it impregnable ; but as the water witk 
which it is (npplied nins through the town, it 
may be eafily cut off. There are many hand^ 
fome houfes in the townj a great number ctf 
magnificent bans, and above 200 moiques.^ 
but the moft remarkable buildings of thedty 
are the fepulchres of the firft Turkifi Empe- 
rors, and their Sultanas, in fo many chapels co- 
vered with domes. 

From Bwrfa he proceeded to Zmyna with tht 
caravan, and as no neceilaries arje to be met 
with upon the .road biit water, he was. oblig- 
ed to carry with him all his proviiions, -vA 
neceffary utenfils. This city is reputed to have 
had the Amazon Smyrna for its foundrefs, and 
her money was therefore fbunpt with the figure 
of her head *. It is fituated at the bottom of 
a bay efleemed 20 miles p its mouth, and fe- 
cured by high mountains on every fide, from 
all winds but the weft ; and' yet theie mooa* 
tains are at fuch a diHance as tP have fruitful 
fields round about between the bay and them, 
well planted with olives, vines and corn. From 
the town to mount Sipylus is a valley of four 01 
five miles in length, and in fome places near a 
mile in breadth, which, with the gardens abool 

* As Sir George Wheeler in his travels has give^ 
a more accurate and diftrn£l account of this cityi 
and of the cameleon, than Mr. 7be*uenot, we fluul 
^jvn his deifcription of them. 

i8m 
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die town, and the town itfelf, drink np two 
pretty flreams of good water, one riiing north- 
ward from mount Sifyiusy which turns feven 
mills, and has abundance of fiih, and the other 
foQthward from mount Mimas, This lafl is for 
the greatcft part of the way brought to the 
town in aqueduds, two of which are well built 
with flone arches. The Greeks of this city, 
though they arc very numerous, have but two 
churches, and yet this is the feat of their Metro- 
politan ; but beiides them there are here a great 
number of Chriftians of difFerent nations, {^^% 
and languages. The Latin church has a mo- 
nailery of Francijcans ; the Armenians have one 
church, but the EngUJhy who are the mod confi* 
derable number next to the Greeks a^d Arme- 
nians, have only a chapel in the Coniul's houfe, 
and the Dutch have no greater advantages for 
religious worfhip. The Turks have 1 3 mofques, 
and the Je^s feveral fynaeogues : the town is 
very populous, though it is ill built, and with- 
out either flrength or beauty ; for it is only 
defended by a little fort at the ilreight, about 
five miles from the town, whofe great guns 
are its bed fecurity ; it is furrounded by a little 
ditch, and the walls are fo flight that two or 
three great guns would beat them to the- grounds 
There is an old ruined caflle on a hill abo\ e 
the town, and another little old-faihioned caille 
at the harbour for the galleys and boats. On 
the other lide of this haibour is the Grand 
Signior's cuftom-houfe for his own {\ib\eL^^ \ 
under the hill, near St. Poly carpus tom\i, ^\^\^^ 
S^f/jj^ andDutci buryinff-plsLCCS, wi^ Xi^x"^ cjS. 
Vol. XIL C ^ 
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the caftle, along the fhore, is the new bezefteint 
built oat of the lajrge iquare ftones of the and^ 
ent theatre, in the form of a ftreet, that is to 
be fhut up at each end. The (hops are little 
rooms with a cupola over each ^covered with 
leady and little holes on the top with dais to 
let in the light. Oppofite to this bnildug is a 
very fine kan; a little farther is the cnftom^ 
houfe of the Frmiksf and beyond it Frank Strain 
which lies along^ by the water fide, and has 
very convenient warehoafes for lading ancf un^ . 
lading their goods; and this is the pleaianteft''. 
and &fl bailt part of dmjfrna. 

The chief commerce of this city confi&Littr 
raw and PerJUm iilksy grograms, and cotlcm 
yarn. 

About S^awTM are abandanc^ of cameleoDt»: 
an animal which has fbmd iie^nnblance to a K- 
fi&ard, but hath his back gibbous like a hog» and ' 
its feet are divided like thoie of a wood-ped^ 
or parrot, two claws before and three behiiuly 
which are not ieparated from each other titt 
near the ends. It has a lon^; tail like a latt 
and is commonly as big, but it has very littlr 
or no motion with its head. • The canndieoiii 
are in great abundance about the old. wiJb fxf . 
the caftle, where they, breed and li^ in liolet : 
and heaps of ruins. Our author faw feveialy - 
and kept two of them 20 day s, during whick 
he made the following obfervations : their co* 
lour was ufuaily green, darker towards thebackt 
and lighter towards the belly, where it indin* 
£d to a yellow, with fpots that were fometimet 
reddilh and at-i>thers wluuftk) bultlhe^reea \ 



; 
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often changed into a dark dirt colour, without 
tny appearance of green ; and the whitilh (pots 
fometimes vanifh, at others turn into the fame 
dirt colour, and at others into a dark purple. 
Sometimes from being green all over, they 
would be fpottcd with black ; and commonly 
when they flept under a white woollen cap, 
they would when uncovered be of a white or 
cream colour ; but this they would alfo do un- 
der a red cap, for they never changed red or 
blue, though they often lay under thofe colours ; 
but upon green they would become green, and 
upon the dark earth would change fo as ex- 
My to refemble it. Oar author, as he was 
walking by the fide of the hill near the old 
caftle, faw many, which had changed themfelves 
fb as to refemble the colour of the fpeckled 
ftone wall, and were grey with fpots likemofs. 
He found one on the top of a green bufh, which 
when he firfl obferved was of a bright green, 
bat as foon as it perceived that he faw it, im- 
mediately let itfelf drop to the ground, and 
inftantly flooping to look for it he could fee 
nothing, yet continuing his fearch he perceiv- 
ed it creeping away to k hole in the rock, be- 
ing chanffed to a dark brown exadlly like the 
earth, wnich was then of that colour after a 
fhower of rain. This change of colour is given 
by nature for its prefervation ; for it is very 
flow in its pace, lifting up its legs high, and 
not quick, as if it fearched for hold to climb 
ttp by, which it can do very weW m^ ?L\i\i^, 
tree, or walL When it faw itfelf in d2LTi^w ^^ 
kiag caught, it opened its moutii, axi^\^^^ 
D z ^^^ 




like a fnake. The eyes are as wonderful as tlie 
variation of tlie colours of the body : they are 
krge in proportion to the fize of its headj 
being gcnerafly bigger than a pea, and covered 
iill over with a fltin of the fame fnbfta nee with 
the body, the ^rnin beinp in circles juft to the 
centre, vtherc there ia an hole no bigger than 
a fmall pm's head, by which h receives light 
which murt make the angle of its vifion very 
acute, 'r h e h ead beb g; i m mo vea b Je, i t canno I 
immediately turn to objects ; but to remedy 
this inconvenience it cannot only move iti 
eyes backward and forw:ii-d, upward and down- 
ward, but one forward and the other back- 
ward, or one upward and the other down- 
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Mt reach near the brim with its fore feet, nor 
could take any hold with its claws ; and yet it 
got out, and altnoft efcaped from him, as he 
afterwards faw, by (landing upon its fore feet» 
and hoifHng itfelf up backwards till it caught 
hold of the brim of the glafs with its tail, by 
the help of which it lifted out its whole body. 
Ephejus'^cs not above 14 or 15 leagues from 
Smyrna. In the road to it is a village called 
Sedequh about three leagues from Smyrna, fitu- 
ated in a very pleafant country, for which rea- 
ibn the European Confuls of the laft mentioned 
city have their country houfes there, and irt^ 
qaently retire thither to divert themfclves with 
hunting. In leaving SeJequi, Mr. Tbet^enot pro* 
ceeded over a very pleafant and large plain, to 
the once celebrated city of Ethefus^ now no- 
thing but a confufed Keap ot rubbi(h, pieces 
of marble, demoliihed walk, and broken co- 
lumns and capitals. That part which is at 
nrefent inhabited is bounded on the eaft by a 
targe plain that reaches as iat as the fea, and 
on the fides by high hilh. The moll remark- 
able building in this part is the old church of 
St. John the Evangelifl, which had anciently 
four gates, but two of them are walled up* 
The entrance into it is by a defcent of 16 
fiairs, at the bottom of which is a fountain, 
and on the infide are four pillars of por- 
phyry fpotted with black and red, 1 2 feet and 
' a half in circumference, and 36 feet high, each 
being one intire piece of llotvc ; tVv«.fe Vicax \sl^ 
the TOoF. There are alfo two oxiiw ^^^:t^ c^S 
^m£a9 Rone, and round iVic ^WjOel ws. \^ 
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outfide is a gallery which has four pillarl ^ 
abreail and fix m length, adofned in the midft ^ 
with an o£Ug<m foantaiov The church hat ^ 
two domes, and is covered with lead; the l 
Tui'ks having converted it into i. mofaae, have .^ 
added a minaret, and adorned it after their ^ 
manner ; but its greateft rarities, when it was | 
a church, were carried to Confimitinopli to ^ 
adorn thp mofque eredted there by Saltan &- | 
liman, , .^ 

The cafUe is fituated on a hill at a finall JJ 
diflance, and has a very ancient tower ftiU t 
Handing, on the top of which is a very carioaii \ 
piece of ba^ relievo, which, as fome fiiy, n^ '^ 
prefents the hiflory of that celebrated RmiuM ^ 
Marcus Curiust whUe others think it is the de- ' 
ftruftion of Troyi but nobody dares come i 
near enough to take an exadl view of it. -^ 
There is nothing remaining of the ancient teni- ^ 
pie of Diana, but a large gate much ruined an4 \ 
defaced, and on the north fide a ftone, on ^. 
which a man is repfefented with a doe by Yam, ^^ 
and a ferpent twifted'round a tree. Near two l 
amphitheatres, that are entirely ruined, it 'a > 
large fquare, in which are many pieces of i 
broken columns, capitals, frizes, and pfedefiali |^ 
of a prodigious flze : upon fome of thehl iie \ 
arches of a vaft bignefs, and in thebody of onej 
of the columns is a pair of dairs, v^hich ieadij 
a great way under ground ; and among thel 
ruins are fome remams of the ancient oatbs.| 
Here is alfo a grotto called the Cave ojTt 
Seven Sleepersy who flying thither to arcAd 
tAeperfecttdon under ite reWiv o£ t^^'EsDcwcofl 
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DeciuSf 250 years after Chrifty are faid to have 
fallen into fo found a fleep, as not to awake 
again till the reign of Tbeodofius II, who was a 
zealous proteftor of. the Chrijfians ; when they 
fuppofed they had llept but one night, though 
it was near 200 years. 

About an hour's journey from Ephefus is to 
be fccn the font where St. John the Evangel ift 
is faid to have baptized the Chriftians. It is 
of crey jafper, 16 feet in diameter; but man- 
gled by travellers^ who ufually carry away a 
piece of it. 

About half a league farther is an edifice upon 
the top of a hill, faid to be the place where 
St. Paul was imprifoned ; and there are four 
rooms Hill Handing. 

From this caftle is a fine profpeft over the 
plains and meadows, where the river Meander 
pleafes the eye with the variety of its wind- 
ings, running with a ftill current, which ren- 
ders it hard to difcern the courfe of the dream, 
but flowing fafter at the mouths % which it 
diicharges itfelf into the fea. 

Not far from Ephefus is ^n ifland called Scala 
Nftva, but by the l^urks Cous Adafi^ or the 
Ifland of Birds, in which are made the riched 
mnfcadine wines of all the iflands of the Arcbi- 
pelago. 

From Ephefus Mr. The'venot went to fee the 
wonders of Chioj fo celebrated throughout all 
Jfia, This ifland, which may be called the 
Paradife of Greece^ is 80 mVlca iiv cvtcviL\X.> ^^A 
governed by Chriftians^ tllOUgYi vm^^t ^^ ^^ 
writy of the Turh, who commuxk^L Vs^ fe^ 
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matters. They chafe a magiJbacy called Cofs, 
one half of whom are Grtfh, and the other 
L^iihti ; ^-Lud this body has the management of 
a] I aifairs. This fiaguhr privilege the pepplc 
obtaint;d by voluntarily fubmitting to Mabo- 
in ft 11. when he conquered Greece* There arc 
it-vend churches belonging to Popilh BIfliops or 
^Jonks diipcrfed through the country, but thofc 
of the Gieds are more numerous, the Latin 
churches being 30 1 , and thofc of the Creeks 500. 
It is remarkable that Popifh ceremonies are 
there performed with as much freedom as in 
the heart of Chrifterdom ; fo that on Ccrpm 
Chrijii day the holl; is carried about the Greets 
nnder a can on v. wnhnnt the leail fear of an 
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Siguier. This maflic is allowed to be the befl 
in the world. It is a white gum, which en- 
ters into the compofition of many ointments, 
and is chewed by the Greeksy to whiten their 
teeth and fweeten their breath. They alfo 
put it into their bread, to render it more de- 
licate. 

The chief of thefe maftic towns jis Callima- 
cha, which has two gates, fix Greek churches, 
and a nunnery. It is well peopled, and round 
it are iaid to be 30 Greek churches. At 
ibme miles diflance from this town lies Nia- 
mom, or the Old Virgin, where is a con- 
vent of Greek Monks, which is very fpa- 
doas, and built in the form of a caflle. No 
woman is allowed to enter it. There are com- 
monlv 200 Monks under the government of 
in Abbot, and they are never to exceed that 
aamber. When any places are vacant, thofe 
who are willing to lupply them mud pay too 
piahers, and come with their whole eflates into 
the convent, where they may enjoy them for 
life, and then the eilates mufl be left to the 
convent, unlefs any one has a kinfman who 
will become a Monk, in which cafe one third 
may be given to him, on condition that at his 
death that muft alfo go to the convent. They 
there live every day upon black bread, bad 
wine, and rotten cheefe, and if they have any 
thing elfe, they mull procure it for themfelves ; 
and indeed fome live well on their eflates, and 
keep a horfe to ride out for pleafure. How- 
ever, on feilivals and Sundays t\\t^ t.-aX ^ \Si- 
gether in their hall or refeGlot^* '^^^^ ^^"^ 
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vent annually pays the Grand Signior 5 
piailres. Their yearly revenue is indeed abc 
60,000, arid in their treafury they have ab< 
a million of gold, j for two thirds of the ifla 
belongs to them. They have two bells, a 
there are fmall ones in every village ; but 1 
'Turks allow them no where elfe through( 
their dominions. The church is adorned w: 
many pieces of marble and porphyry, a 
among others, with 3.2 marble pillars, and t 
dome is full of pictures in Mofaic work. 

The chief town of the ifland has the fai 
marnc as the ifland itfelf. It has good houfes, a 
the llreets are wide enough for coaches ; t 
thoiigh it is not Istrge, it U w^W peopled, a 
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have alfo handfome churches ; the Jeivf 
I likewife their fynagoguesy and the Turks 
r mofques. 

'he town has eight gates, and is defended 
I pretty good cadftle, guarded by the Turh 
I five in it, and amount to about Soo men. 
Cbriftiau is allowed to lodge in this build- 
, but the Jews annually pay a certain funa 
njoy the fecority of dwelling in it, for they 
lid find but bad entertainment among the 
iftians, 

^he ifland of Chio, befides the chief town of 
fame name, contains 69 towns and villa- 

the chief of which is CorJomoIo, which 
about five hundred inhabitants ; the coun> 
is very fertile and well watered* yield* 
annually about 170 tons of wioe. Five 
;s from it is a fine valley half a mile long* 
TC is a fpring of water, to which there is a 
ent of 25 beautiful marble fteps, and at the 
of the valley was a temple of fine afti-co- 
ed marble, that has been pulled down, 

the ftones broken only for the fake of the 
. and lead that joined them together. Be- 
d this valley is Fici;!^ a village inhabited 
300 perfons, and beyond it is Camhia^ 
ck has 100 inhabitants, and is furrounded 
rocks, hills, and woods of wild pine-trees* 
ch they fell for timbex to build their gal- 
;. Below this village is a valley where 
ds a little cafile built upon a rock, that is 
oft inaccefiible ; oppofite to tViU c^^<& v% 
moant of St. Elias^ the hig\ieft. ijVac^ vcv ^^ 
/4 foxisisfeca from TezicJo^ Nv\u!t\v\s«5c»N« 
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100 miles diHant* It has a church dedicated 
to St. Eiiai^ which is ufually covered with mifb 
and fnovvj and in the middle of this mountain 
15 a large fpring thai waters the furrounding 
fields J which are planted with a great variety 
of fruits* 

l^GiiJJh is a large village leated on an hill, 
and contains ahout 300 Koufes and i^oo inha- 
bitants. It has a caflle huilt by the famous 
Belifarius^ General to the Emperor Jnftinian, 
who was forced on fhore by a ftorm. The ad- 
jacent country i^ very plcaJant, open and fertile, 
and the inhabitants annually r^iic 5 odd ^veight 
of filk* in many of the villages art caftks and 
towers built to defend tlieir towns :md mailic- 
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As the ifland was fubje£t to the Genaefey be- 
fore it came into the pofTeffion of the Turkt^ 
the inhabitants drefs after the Genoefe fafhion, 
and have much of their humour ; the men, how- 
ever, have very difagreeable countenances, 
though their perfons are well Ihaped. They 
are proud, and yet the women of diflindion 
go to market to buy proviiions, which they 
carry openly through the ftreets. 
n,\ The women are very beautiful and well 

d, ihapedy and their faces are as white as the 

e, jeflamine they wear on their heads ; but their 
h: breads are fcorched with the fun, which is the 
id more fuprizing, as they take as little care of 

the fece as of the breaft. They are very neat 
in their drefs, wearing very white linen, and 
the finell ilufFs they can get, but are not al- 
lowed to wear gold, filver or jewels. They 
have a very briflc and lively wit, which renders 
them the moft talkative women in the world. 
Both men and women are fond of dancing ; 
on Sundays and holidays they dance all night 
promifcuottfly, both in the cities and villages, 

f, and a ftranger is freely allowed to join with 

them. They are fo far from being jealous, 
that their women and maids are allowed to 
ftand at their doors to fee and talk with fuch 

■t men as pafs by; and they will be as merry and 
It £uniliar with Grangers, as if they had been long 

01 acquainted. 

10 ' The a lots make g^-cat quantities of damafk, 
le fattin, taffety, and other filk ftufFs, axvd ^^\x>j 
V. on a cooliderabJe trade to Grand Cairo «ccv\ x^cv^ 
1/ mMneimc cities of Bartary and NatoUa v \i>a.' 
/ Vol. XIL ^ ^^ 
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they are fo (harp, that a man muft have all 
Avits about him to avoid being cheated. Lea 
ing is out of ufe, and profound ignorance p 
vails among them. Such as are not obliged 
work, or follow bufinefs, fit whole days um 
the trees talking together. They are alfofc 
of pleafure^ and drink to excefs. 

Another of the iilands of the Jrcbipel 
bordering upon Jfia is Patino^ Palmo/a, or / 
tnoray the ancient Patmosy which is but 1 8 mi 
in compafs, and has only one well built to> 
in the middle of which is the caftle called 
monailery of St. Jobn^ inhabited by 200 G\ 
Monks. St. John the Evangelift being bani 
ed into this ifland, is faid to have written h 
his Re*uelations, In their church they carefi 
keep a body ihut up in a j:a{e, which they i 
tend to be that of St. Johrty and fhew a c 
where they fay he wrote his Jpocalypfi, Tk 
are about 3000 perfons in theiflandy all 
whom are Chriftians^ who pay tribute to 
Grand Signior, but the K)il being dry , 
rocky, they find it difficult to live : thoi 
no ''Turks refide in the ifland, the Cor/airs 
in there to careen and take in frefh water. 

The ifle ofNixia, ancientlv Naxosj is 
miles in compafs. It was taken by the T 
from the Venetians, and there are ftill fev 
noble families in it, defcended from them. ' 
land is extremely fertile, efpecially the valle; 
Damillay in which are 1 8 villages, where m 
cows, fheep and goats are fed, and the inh 
tants make great quantities of cheefe and w 
wlijch they /end to AUxaniria^ Smyrna, 
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Chig ; but their woods are full of rocks and 
/bjitary dens. There are many monadcric^ in 
the ifland, and one in particular called Fanaromc- 
», dedicated to the Virgin, which has 70 rooms 
and a fmall church ; but the Monks arc ex- 
tremely ignorant, and fo vicious, that one would 
imagine they worfhip fome unknown God. 

By the fea fide, oppofite the iAand ofKican'ap 
•re to be feen upon a very Iteep and rugged 
inoantain. the ruins of the temple of Jpo//o ; 
lod it is amazing that the ilones could be raifed 
to fo great an height. Near it are four fmall 
towns, well inhabited. On the adjacent hills 
the goats feed on an herb called Ledum, which 
leaves a kind of vifcous dew upon their beards, 
that turns to a gum of a very good fmell, called 
Labdanum, which is gathered by cutting off 
their beards. Upon a rock called Strongyle 
is the tciftple of Bacchus^ built of very white 
marble ; but l\ie Turks and others daily carry 
it away for their private ufes. There are here 
two Archbiihops, one belonging to the Latins^ 
and the other to the Greeks. The cathedral of 
the Romijh Archbiihop is dedicated to the Af- 
fumption of our Lady, and is a very handfome 
edifice. 

The inhabitants have fuch violent feuds 
among themfelves, that fometimes they will 
act fpeak to one another as long as they live. 
In this the women are more obltinate than tii;; 
men. and are great meddlers in other people's 
bufinefs. The women wear their Aioes fo l.ttio 
that they can hardly get their feet iivto lYvtm^ 
iandput on fuch a jiumber of coau one ovvit 
£ 2 axLOi^et- 
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another, that they are fc^ircdy able to go* 
produce pf the ifland h wine, cbcefe and 
by the fale of which they rasfe tJieir trjbu 

Aboul iix miles from NLxia h the if 
Pare, ancicndy called Par&s, which has i 
caRles, fcveral villages, a good harbgur, h 
Jbme churches J ana many Grefk Priefts 
Monks. The antiquities of this ifland cc 
ing of ftatues, marble cheils, Effr. were ca 
;iway by an Englijh gentleman, who tool 
that he could iind both here and at Deks^ 
called Se^riJle, This ifland was famoua f* 
quarries of marble, and for the Oracle o 
pc/U ; but it u now the refort of Cm/airs. 

T h e i il aad o f 'Mxcom^ an cie n 1 1 y Myci^fsi 
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upon a black rock that has a frightful ap- 
pearance. A Greek Bifhop has his refidence 
there, and about 500 perfons, moll of whom 
live in caves cut in the rock, which is of pu. 
xnice-flone. The caille of Scaro is built on 
a frightful mountain, fb fleep that thoie who 

enp to it mnft climb with their hands and 
t. There are here 150 houfes, and the 
Greeks have a church in which are two images 
ofmafiy Alver, one of our Lady, and the other 
of St. Michael. It formerly belonged to the 
Latinsi who have fiill a Bifhop there. Between 
this caftle and that of Pirgo is an hill that af- 
fords a view of the whole iiland, which is plant- 
ed with vines ; but has no other trees except 
fig-trees and white mulberries. The inhabi- 
tants make more wine than the^ confume ; it 
is therefore bought by their neighbours, and 
carried to CAio, Smyrna^ and other places. 
They make various forts of fluffs, and b^ the 
(alt of them raife money to pay their tribute. 
In this place are 1000 fouls, almofl all Greeks, 
and the Cadi refides here. Their houfes are 
well built, white, and walled in. The cafUe is 
inhabited by 150 perfons, and about it are fe- 
ven villages, but they are ill peopled. The 
inhabitants of the ifland live very meanly: their 
bread, which is made of wheat and barley, is 
ti black as pitch, and fo harfh that one can 
hardly fwallow it ; for they bake it but twice 
a year, on account of their having no wood 
bnt what they buy by the pound ftovcv Ni<^. 
"htMes, they have neitbcr feftx not ?it^, "kc^^ 
feed only OD pQ^z, bcans^ ec^s atvA \Alwv^> "^'^^ 
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Kave litde or no fruit but grapes, tliougl 
thefe they have great pletity. The ifland 
a diihnce makes a moil difmal appearance, 
Ihorcs being extremely black. 

Fftli<andro is a plcafant iflaud, eight RiiU 
coiDpaf^ ; but has only one village, in wi 
are loohoufes, and 300perfons, It has tl 
well built churches and two monafteries, 
of Monks and another of Non?, who obfe 
no rule, bat live as nature teaches them- Tl 
church is dedicated to St. John^ and a M) 
fays mafs in it on Sund^t and Holidays, \ 
inhabitants of the ifland are honeft, civil \ 
courteous J efpecially the womerf, who are \ 
handfome. They have good bread, fowl a ; 
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tke women are viery charitable and kind to 
ftrangers : they enjoy all the neceilaries of life, 
but have no phyfidans or furgeons. 

Half a mile from Milo^ is Chimolo or Argtn^ 
tora^ an iiland that has a good harbour, and 
a Tillage containing about 200 people, which 
was burnt by the Ccrfairs in 1638. The inha* 
hitants live very miferably. 

The ifle of SifoMo or SifantOj anciently call- 
ed Si/anuSf is 56 miles in compafs, and has a 
caftle upon a hill furrounded with double 
walls, and inhabited by 3000 people. Here 
are the only houfes in all the iiland, except 
fome country houfes of private men. There 
is here a monaftery of Greeks built upon a 
hill ; the inhabitants have a Greek Vicar, and 
a Latin Biihop, whofe chapel is fmall and very 
poor. The iiland does not produce more pro- 
Tiiions in the year, than will ferve the inhabi- 
tants two months, on which account they are 
obliged to fetch them from other places. They 
are elleemed very knavifh ; but their women, 
who go with their faces covered, have the re- 
potauon of being honed. The chief trades 
here are weavers, fhoemakers, and joiners. 

The ifle of Thermiat thus called from the 
Therms or hot fprings found there, is 36 
miles in circumference. The town contains 
about 300 houfes, and has about 2000 inha- 
bitants. The Greeks have here 15 churches, 
and a Biihop, who reiides fix months here, and 
as many at Zia ; there are alfo a calUe and ^. 
pretty village called Meji. The'AaxA \%\^>i^> 
dnd very fertile i iut has few trees, tVe. \t^ 
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habitants, who are rep u led very hone ft, trade ^ 
lluffs, threads, and other commodities. Th 
women are virtuous, handfonie, and neatl 
drefTod; the people are governed by a Cadi 
and four Procurators chofen from among th 
townfmen. 

JjQrsis i8 miles in circnmference, and de 
pcnds on the people of Scyr/ti who keep iliep 
herds here lo feed their ibeep- Upon this i/lan 
there are four churches ; but divine ferv ice i 
only performed in them at Eajkf\ when th 
Ihopherds communicate. The dff'foirs pre 
vcni its bdn:^ cultiv^ited, by their fomctime 
biiLiing, ftizing and carrying off the uxcn ani 
fbrep. 
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Tery barren country, 80 miles in circnit, and 
only famons for having been the birth-place of 
Ppbagoras^ Polycratesy &c. 

Over-againft Safnos is the ifle of Nicaria^ 
anciently called Icaria^ from Icarus the fon of 
Dadalus, It is of considerable length, and 
fall of rocks, in which the inhabitants dwell 
in caverns. Thefe amount to about 3000, and 
arc very poor and ill cloathed. They apply 
themfelves to fwimming, and fifhing up fpungcs 
and wrecks. The Papas, or richelt men in 
the ifland, give their daughters to the beft di- 
vers, who are tried before the maid and her 
fadier, and he who remains longed under the 
water wins her. The Grand Signior's tribute 
is paid in fpunges. They have vineyards a- 
nong the rocks, and of the grapes make a fort 
of white wine as clear as water, which pafTes 
by urine as foon as it is drank. With this 
wine, and with wax and honey, they trade to 
Cbio. The inhabitants are ftrong and well 
fhaped, but the women are millreffes ; and as 
foon as the hufband arrives from any place in 
his boat, the wife goes to the fea-fide, takes 
the oars and carries them home, after which 
the hufband can difpofe of nothing without 
her leave. The Greek Emperors of Conftanti- 
nople baniftied thofe perfons of quality who had 
offended them to this ifland. 

He next proceeded to the ifle of Stanchio^ 
otherwife called Jfola Longa^ anciently Coos, 
which is 70 miles in circumference, is very 
fertile, and produces great c^uatvX\^t^ ^^ ^^^ 
wine. The port is fccurcd bv a v^tX\N 'g^^ 
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caflle, in which the TWi/ keep a garrifoa 
and behind it lies the towoj where there is 
tree of fuch prodigious extent, as eafilj^ to co 
ver zooo men; and the branches being fup 
ported by 3 number of Hone and wooden pil 
lars, there are feveral barbers £hops, coSci 
h u 1 e s , an d fuc h - 1 1 k e places nnde r them . TJiJ 
ifland was anciently famous for its temple c 
^/atiapTUJt and its giving birth to Hippvn-at, 
the prince of physicians, and to Jpeihi th 
prince of painten. It belonged to the Knighi 
of Malia^ when they were mafters of Rh^t 
Strangers are here more regarded by the wc 
men, than is agreeable to their hufbands. 

He failed from hence to the caftle of Bsdroi 
which lies over-a^amft Stunchioj at \% mill 
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miles broad. The ifle of Cyprus is on the eaft, 
CwuUa on the weft, and E^ypt on the foucli. 
It is 100 miles in compafs, and lying in a tem- 
perate climate, enjoys a fruitful foil, and has 
wveral villages that are well inhabited, befides 
a fmall and ftrong city. This ifland has been 
fnbje^t to the Grteks* It was taken from the 
Bioracem by the Knights Hofpitallers of Jeru" 
fdm in 1 309, who held it above 200 years, 
till it was taken by the Turks under SoUman II, 
in 1522, rather by the treachery o£ Andrea d*A- 
maralt Chancellor of the Order, than by force : 
for he being difpleafed at his not being chofen 
Grand Ms^er at the laft election, informed 
the Turks of their weaknefs, by a letter (hot to 
them on an arrow. The town has two har- 
boors, but that called the Great Port is not ve-^ 
rv iafe when the wind is eafterly. On thQ 
nght hand, at the entrance of this port, is a 
tower built by the Turks^ in the place where 
the old tower of St. Nicholas ftood. It is well 
fgmiihed with cannon, has a baftion behind, 
and a curtain which reaches to the walls of 
the town. Oppofite to this tower ftands the 
caftle of St. Angeloy which is fomewhat rui- 
nous. This caftle and tower wer^ built in the 
phice where ftood the feet of the great Coloffus, 
one of the feven wonders of the world, be- 
tween whofe le|;s a (hip might pafs under fail. 
It reprefented the fan, and was caft by Chares 
the Littdian. It was 70 cubits high, ftrode 50 
^thorns, and carried a light-houfe in ocve K%cv4« 
It was overthrown by an earthquake, tiXv^,>o^- 
ufg broken to pieces by the Saraum^ ^^^ fc^^ 



jMuuLu la lo narrow, that only 
enter at a time. A little above 
burying-place, in which are i< 
of free-ltone well built, and mo 
ported by four arches. Thefe v 
chres of the Beys or other perfon 
in Rbodesj who had been killed 
On the fide of this port is a piaz 
trees and a fountain ; and at the 
is the arfenal, where the galleys 
built. The town has high a 
walls, planted on the top with fali 
low there are port-holes for great 
has three gates, one to the fea, v 
fold, and two on the land fide, 
are pretty broad, paved with fmal 
for the moft part covered on ca 
penthoufes. It has feveral handfor 
among which St. John^s church is ; 
but is turned into a mofque. The 

Iv inliaV»;f<»'l k.. ^ ' 
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1^ 9iRbodes9 is a rock at the point of the ifland, 
^ 60 miles from the city, and has a fmall town 
]^ npon it with a very good fort. 
^ From Rhodes he fet fail for Egypty but meet- 
ing with contrary winds, was obliged to land 
at Cyprus^ an iiland famous in all ages for the 
fertility of its foil, the excellence of its cli- 
XDkte, and the advantages of its fituation. In 
ancient times it was confecrated to Venus^ who 
V is ftiled by the poets the Cyprian Goddefs, pro- 
bably from the wantonnefs of its inhabitants. 
The longcft day is about 14 hours and a half. 
The weather in fummer is extremely hot, fo 
that fometimes their brooks, and even their 
rivers, have been dried up ; and in the reign 
of Conftantint the Great, when they had no 
rain for 36 years, it was in a great meafure de- 
ierted. It was anciently governed by Kings, 
of whom it had nine when it was reduced by 
Cyrusy who rendered them tributary to himfelf; 
and long after this, the King of Citium is re- 
corded to have made Alexander the Great a 
prefent of a moft excellent fword, which he 
afterwards ufed during his whole life. Upon 
the divifion of his Empire it fell under the do- 
minion of Ptolemy, and was fometimes govern- 
ed by that family as a p:ovince, and fometimes 
as a feparate principality, till it was conquered 
by Fortius Cato for the Romans, who carried 
from thence 7000 talents, which was more 
than ever came into the Roman treafury by any 
former conqueft. After the divifion of the Ro- 
man Empire it belonged to the Greeks^ ^\ws\. 
whom it wsLs taken by the Saraccwj, W\. t^<:.o- 
Vol. XII. F NW 
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vered from them, and governed by Dakes er 
Prince?. In 1 191 it was conquered by Rk^ardL 
King of Effg/a^d, who firll mortgaged it to th^ 
Knights of Rhqdfh ^^^ then ^(^ave it to Gay of 
LufigHan^ whofe family held it for many gene- 
rations, Uoder thefe Princes it was divided^ 
into twelve counties, containing 48. great ci- M 
ties, and upwards of 800 viilages. The Vcm^ S 
fiatu came into thepoflciHon of it in 1473, aad 
kept it almoll 100 years ; but at ]aiV it WJU 
taken from them by Sdiman IL Emperor €F 
the Turkic after a long and glorious defence. 

It abounds with corn, wine, oil, fugar, ho- 
ney, wool, conooj alum, verdigris^ turpen- 
tine, all forts of metals, and moft excellent 
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worn only villages and heaps of ruins : and 
&OBI the greaceft affluence and plenty, the in^ 
Ubitants are reduced to indigence and flarv- 
hg: fo that the face of modern Cyprus feems 
to refute all that ancient authors have faid in 
bfiivDur. Such are the dreadful effedls of a 
tyrannical government ! 

With the firft fair wind Mr. Thevenot left 
CnruSf and came to an anchor in the port of 
Mucmnifn'a; where we ihall leave him, and 
nve the celebrated antiquities of Egypt from 
ve more modern travels of the learned and in- 
l^us Dr. Pocecie and Mr. Norden. 
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INTRODUCTIO: 

IN thefe Travels we ihall unite the 
tions of the ingenious Mr. Frederl 
^ordetiy Captain of the Danijb navy, wi 
of the learned and Rev. Dr. Pococke, w 
travelled up the Nile at the fame time, 
ter is diftinguifhed by his great learning 
modefty and candour; and, having t 
pinefs to be better furnifhed with recon 
tions to the great men of the countries 
which he pafled, met with fewer dif 
and had the pleafure of feeing and ex 
more ttriftly feveral places, to which t 
wns denied accefs, and could only v 
diHance: but the Dodot was V\ule ac 
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^th the art of drawing, and the rules of per- 
fpcflivc; while the ingenious Mr. leaden was 
a perfeft mafter of thefe arts. This gentle- 
nian had improved his tafte by travelling in- 
to Italy ^ and his acknowledged talents gained 
«im the diflindion of being made an anociate 
t to the Academy of Drawing at Florence. Tho* 
I not well acquainted with the eaftern languages, 
"^ was a man of learning, and of fuch known 
jWlities, that the late King of Denmark fent 
^ini into Egypt to take drawings, on the fpot, 
^f the moft remarkable objedis ; and in this his 
work is univerfally allowed to have excelled 
*^cry thing of the kind that has been hitherto 
pwblifticd. A perfon accuftomcd to draw from 
nature views objedls with greater accuracy, and 
obfcrves beauties and defefls that are over- 
looked by an ordinary eye. In this Mr. Nor- 
^ excelled : he has alfo abundance of remarks 
that are new and curious ; but his drawings 
alont are perfeft, for he did not live to give 
that perfedion to the work which accompanies 
them. His fovereign, the prefent King of 
^^marky ordered him to fit it for the prefs ; 
out he died before he had accomplifhed it, af- 
1^' he had been admitted a member of the 
'^oyal Society of London, h is to be lamented 
^^at th^fe two gentlemen, both of fuch diftin- 
guiftied merit, did not travel in company. Had 
^^r. Norden known of Dr. Pocoeke*s being en- 
gaged in the fame purfuit, he would doubtlefs 
have waited for him at Cairo. Their travels 
ynight then have been attended >w\v\v \wW\\'fe 
improvement^ and from their ioxuxob^^^^^^^^'^' 
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chey. might have compofed a work that woiild 
have becB the admiration of the pre&nt^ inxl 
of all ftttareage^. 

To remedy uiis lofs as much as poffiUe, w« 
have united the moBt curious obfervatio^s o^ 
each ; and in this abftra£l of the works ^f theft 
juftly celebrated authors we have followed the 
narradoh of onr learned countryman, and have 
inferted Mr. Norda^s remarks in crotchets. ' 

We fa;^vc only to add, by way of intro- 
dud^ion, that as both thde gentlemen wrote 
the names of all the places they vifited by the 
pronunciation of the natives of die coantry» 
and at the iSune time wrote, thofe names ac« 
cording to the found of their refoedSve alph»* 
bets, they muft neceflarily fpell them diilerent- 
iy : but, to prevent the confufion this might 
occafion, we have given Mr. NarJeu's names at 
the bottom of the pages, and continued tho£; 
of Dr. PocQcke through the body of the work ; 
which will render this little volume a \icy to 
the larger works of diofe authors, and greatly 
facilitate die pleafi^g taik of comparing them. 
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C H A p. I. ' 

Dr. Pocockc arrives at Alexandria, A concife 
AccQUMt of tbt Revolutions of Egypt in general^ 
and of Alexandria in particular \ nvith a De^ 
/cription of the Monuments of Antiqiiity found in 
that City and its Neighbourhood, 

jT^yglUJEi embarked at Leghorn on the 7 th 
^ ft^ oi September 1 737, and on the 2Qth 
tgW ^ ^ of the fame moiich arrived at Alex- 
V^jC^jr j3 andria in Egypt^ being only a week 
^•*^^ in our voyage, from the time when 
we loft fight of Sicily. 

For many ages Egypt was governed by its 
own Kings, till it was conquered by the Per* 
fans under Camhyfes, At length Alexandery with 
the conqueft of Perfa^ obtained the pofTeflioa 
of this country, and made Ptolemy^ hit Ge- 
: neral, King of Egypt^ under whofe defcendantt 
it remained, till it became a Roman province* 

I On the divifion of the Empire, Egypt belonged 
to the Eailern Emperors ; but loon after the 
«ftabli(hment of the Mahometan religion, it was 
taken from them by the Saracens^ and was 
governed by different families, till m 1270 
tile Mamaluke government took place, under 
which conditution a flave was always advanced 
^ the throne, and no fon could Cuccet^ xo \^^ 
tthcr'i croivfl ; but this govciunveviX >w^%^nx^- 



called Alexandria, This new city 
capital of the kingdom, a territc 
nexed to it, and it was made a 
vince of itfelf. The Arabian hi 
that when the city was taken by t 
it contained 4000 palaces, as man; 
iquares, and 40,000 Jeivs- who j 
The ports of Alexandria were fo 
ifle of Pharos f which extended acrol 
of the bay, and towards the w« 
joined to the continent by a caufew 
bridges 90 paces long. On a n 
pafled by the fea at the eafl end ( 
wa* the famous Pharos^ or light-h 
feems to be the fpot on which one 
caflles is built, at the entrance of th 
and the pillars feen in a calm fea 
entrance may be the remains of 
ftrufture, I faw thcfe pillars whei 
in a boat in a calni day, and cnn 
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modem monuments, which every where oiFer 
thcmfelves to your view. When you have paiTed 
the rmalleil caftle, called the Little Pbarillon, 
yon perceive a row of great towers joined to 
each other by the ruins of a thick wall. A 
fingle obelifk has fufficient height to make it* 
felf remarked, where the wall is fallen down. 
If you turn yourfelf a little farther, you per- 
ceive that the towers appear again, but only in 
a diftant view. The new Alexandria afterwards 
makes a figure with its minarets ; and at a 
diflance beyond this column rifes the column 
of PoTitpeyy a moil majcftic monument. You 
likewiie difcover hills that appear to confift of 
afhesy and fome other towers. At length the 
view is terminated by a great fquare building 
that (erves for a magazine of powder.] 

The old walls of the city feem to have been 
built on the eminence that extends from Cape 
Lochias towards the eaft, the remains of a grand 
gate being to be feen in the road to Ro/etto ; 
and from thence the foundations of the walls 
may be traced to the canal. The outer walls 
round the old city are beautifully built of hewn 
ftone, and feem to be ancient. They are de- 
fended by femi-circular tpwcrs, twenty feet in 
diameter, and about 130 feetafunder: at each 
of them are fteps to a(cend up to the battle- 
ments, there being a walk round on the top 
of the walls built on arches. The inner walls 
of the old city, which feem ereded in the 
middle ages, are much ftronger aiid higher 
than the others, and defended b^ Ut^^Vi^ 
towers* 
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The palace, with the fuburbs belonging I 
it, was a fourth part of the city; within i 
diilridt was the Mufeuoij or Academy ^ and t] 
burial-place of the Kinga, where was depofiCf 
tlic body of Mkxandirt in a cgifta of golc 
whvch being tcken away, it was ptit into oi 
of glaii J m which condition it probably wt 
%vlicii ^uguj!-ji took a vievv of the corpfe cjf th 
hero, aiid Knturing ilowers over itj adora 
n with a golden crown. 

The rircet whicli extended the whole leng 
of the city, from the gate of Nur&po/h to i 
gate of CattffpHJr is faid to have been loo fe 
wide, and had doubtlefs many magnificent buil^ 
ings, as appears from the pillars of grajii 
ilill remaining in two or three pa.rtF, Amoi 
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b before from fevcral dillant parts of the 
by paliages under ground to the higher 
f the city. The defcent to thefe cifterns 
-oand walls, and the water is drawn up by 
fles. But the great lake Manctis, which 
rmerly navigable, is now generally dry, 
3 only water in it after gfeat rains. 
J are informed by hiftory, that the califh 
d was made to facilitate commerce, and 

conveyance of goods from Cairo to Jlex- 
, without expoung them to the dangers 
tend the pailage of the mouth of the 
^hc people alfo reaped another advantage 
t ; tnc city of JhxanJria being dettitute 
h water> was by this means fupplied. 
le decay of commerce, and the ruin of 
antry, no longer permit the inhabitants 
It the expence of keeping it in repairs. 

at prefent it refembles a ditch ill kept 
td has ffcarcely water enough to fupply 
fervoirs of New Alexandria, However, 
Lhe place where the aqaedudt begins, it 
i with walls, which you may trace the 
length of the plain, quite to Alexandria. 
&* this aqucdudl be under ground, its 
oles at certain diftances (hew the way it 
to difcharge itfelf into the refervolrs or 
s, which are only found in the ancient' 
When that city fubfiflcd, all the ground 
ipied was made hollow for refcrvoirs, the 
ft part of which are filled up, and no 
Jian half a dozen remains All the ;jL^<i\vt'^ 
fe rt^ervoiTs are made of bnck, ^.t^^ c.ci- 
viih the fame matter impeuelra}c>\tV>^ ^^- 
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ter, with which the walls and refervoln are 
covered tKat one fees zt.Baia and at Jlomg^ m 
the bat b E or fe ve ral Em pero rs . ] 

The materials of the old city have been cai- 
j-ied awa)f to build the new ; fo that there are 
only a tew haufes ac the Rofitto and Bagm§ 
Ga^H ftjJTie mofq^ues, and three convents with- 
in the old walls. 

A mofque towards the gate of Nicropoiis h 
called the Mqfqut ^f g, thi^ufimd and ant pillars^ I 
htfre chbfervcd four rows of piJlars to the fouth 
and welt, and one row on the other fides. Ic 
is faiJ that this was a church dedicated to St. 
Mark^ at which the Patriarch rcfidedj it being 
iie:ir the ^ate without \vluch 'tis faid the Evat^* 
gel ill wa^ martyred. The other great mo (que 
IS that of St. Athant^Jins^ where there was doubt- 
IcHi a ciiurch of the fame name. At tlit.' diUTch 
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The lofty Corinthian column, called Pompefs 
PiUart is iituated on a fmall eminence about a 
quarter of a mile to the fouth of the walls ; and 
as Strabo makes no mention of it, it was pro- 
bably eredted after his time, perhaps in honour 
of Titus or Adrian. Near it are fome fragments 
of pillars of granite marble four feet in dia- 
meter ; and it plainly appears that fome mag- 
nificent building has been eredtcd there, and 
th^t this noble pillar was placed in the area 
before it. 3ome Arabian hiftorians fay, that 
^QVQ was the palace of JuUus Cajar. This 
pillar is of granite, and, beiides the foundation, 
confids of only three ilones ; the capital is judg- 
ed to' be eight or nine feet deep, and of the 
Corinthian order, the leaf feemine, to be the 
plain laurel or bay leaf. A hole having been 
found on the top, it has been thought that a 
ftatue was erefled upon it. The (haft taking 
in the upper torus of the bafe is of one piece 
of granite marble 88 feet nine inches high, and 
nine feet in diameter. The pedeftal with part 
of the bafe, [which are of a greyifli (lone re- 
fembling flint] are 1 2 feet and a half high ; 
and the foundation, which confifls of two tier 
of (tones, is four feet nine inches ; fo that I 
found the whole height to be 114 feet. 

To the weft, beyond the canal of Canopus, 
are fome catacombs, which confift of feveral 
apartments cut in the rock on each fide of an. 
open gallery : on both fides of thefe apart- 
ments are three ftories of holes^ big enough to 
iepofit the bodies in. 
Vox. XII. G \VSy^x>. 
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[Upon defccnding the hill you enter a plain 
cavert'd with bafhes that bear nobbing but ca- 
pers, and advancing farther you come to a fo- 
r eil o f d a te ' trees . Th eir fr a i tf u 1 nefs fh e w s the 
benefit they receive from the ncighbovirhood of 
the canal, whofe waters nr^ conveyed to thrtl 
by fome fin all channels made by art between the 
trees. J 

[The borders of the great canal are rnvcr^d 
Tvith difft^rent forts of trees, and peopled by fir* 
ing camps o£ Bedouinjr or wa^ndering Arah\ 
who there feed their flocks, by whith they 
maintain themfelves in food ; but in other re- 
fpe^^h live in great poveny.] 

About fotir leagues from Ak;xandiia^ n A^av- 

J^rr. r;<llpd hv KrjrnAf^/TTir Ttihipr-p^. This tntvn if 
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[Nearer the city arc feen on the fhore cavi- 
des in the rocks, ufed as agreeable retreats ; 
ivhere the people enjoyed the cool air, and, 
Krithouc being feen but when they chofe it, 
(aw ewcry thing that pafTed in the port. Some 
[Qtting rocks furnifhed a delightful fituation, 
md the natural grottos in thofe rocks gave the 
opportunity of Arming there, by the afliflance 
sf the chi£el, real places of pleafure. Entire 
apartments are made in this manner, and 
benches contrived in the rock aiFord feats where 
you may be fecured from the wet, or bathe in 
(he fea> which covers the bottom of the grotto. 
On the outiidc they had little harbours (hel- 
tered from all the winds. If they would en* 
joy the view of the port, they eafily found a 
place without the grottos (haded from the heat 
of the fun. Thefe agreeable retreats have no 
other ornaments from art, but being in fome 
places fmoothed by the chiflel ; and the refl has 
the natural fhape of the rock.] 

[Oppoiite the point of the peninfula that 
forms the port, is a cavern, which is common- 
ly termed a temple. The only entrance is a 
httle opening, through which you pafs lighted 
by flambeaux, looping for 20 paces, when 
you enter a pretty large fquare hall. The top 
of the deling is Imooth, .but the bottom and 
fides are covered with fand, and the excre- 
oients of bats and other animals that harbour 
there. From hence you pafs through another 
^ey into a round cavern, the top of which is 
Cut in the form of an arch. It \vas ^OMt ^^\k^ 
cppo£te to each other, each adoxu^^ >w\^ -a:^ 
G 2 wOkvt 
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architrave, a cornice and a pec 
crefcent on the top. One of th 
for an entrance ; the others fori 
that only contains a kind of cl 
of the rock in hollowing it, anc 
to contain a dead body. Thus : 
what is in that country efteei 
r muft have been the tomb of fo; 
or perhaps a fovcreign Prince 
which continues beyond this pre 
feems to (hew that farther on t 
ftrud^ares of the fame nature,] 

[As to the new city of Alexan 
juftly faid to be a poor orphan 
other inheritance but the venera 
father. The prodigious extent 
city is in the new contradled t 
of land, which divides the two pc 
fuperb temples are convertc 
mofques ; the moft magnificen 
houfes of bad flrudlure ; an opu 
rous people have given way to 
traders, and to a multitude of 
are the Haves of thofe on wl 
pend. This place, oncq fo fame 
meroe, is no longer any thing m< 
of embarking ; it is not a phoen 
from its own afhes ; but a repti 
the duft and corruption with wl: 
hath infefted the whole countr 
withftanding the meannefs of th 
general, in feveral houfes built r 
poru<:os, they have placed a gi 
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colamns moftly of granite, that were once the 
ornaments of the ancient city. 

CHAP. II. 

Tbi Author traveh in Company <with the Englifh 
Con/ul from Alexandria to Rofetto. ADe- 
fcription of that To^wn, He proceeds up the 
Nile towards Cairo. The Places on that and 
the Eaftern Branches of the Nile defcrihed; 
particularly Damiata, and the Ruins £^Bufiris 
eaid Heliopolis. 

ON the 24th of OSioher, we fet out from 
Alexandria in order to proceed to Rofetto* 
In this journey I had the honour to accompa- 
ny the EngUJh Conful. We came to a ferry 
over the outlet of a lake, that is fuppofed to 
have been the lower part of the Canopic branch 
of the Nile, On the othear fide is a kane, 
where paflengers repofe, and think themfelves 
fafe from the attempts of the Arahs^ who rarely 
go to that iide. All the country is a Tandy de- 
urty where the fand changes fo often, that it 
would bp di£cult to Hnd the way, were it not 
for I i pillars erefted acrofs the plain at about 
the diilance of half a mile from each other. 
At one of thefe pillars an arch is turned, and 
an earthen vafe placed under it. which, by 
fome charity, is kept full of Nik watcx for the 
beneit of travellers. 

G 3 TV^ 



rr Ad prepared. After this repaft v 
ed on fine horfes fent by the Go\ 
city, and each was attended by 
foot, in which manner we continu 
ney to Ro/etto, The next morning 
nor fent a prefent of iheep and ft 
Confal, which was probably returns 
fcnt of much greater value. 

Ro/etto, called by the Egyptians 
on the well fide of the branch of tl 
ciently called Bolhitinum, and is eHee 
the moll pleafant places in Egypt. 
two miles in length, and confifls 
three long (Ireets. The hills about 
feem as if they had been the ancie 
of the fea. The fine country of Di 
other fide of theiW/p, and two beaut 
a little below the town, afford a 
profpeft. To the north the country 
cd with pleafant gardens of citron 

lemnnc "- ^ ' 
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ats to Cairo; as thofe brought down the 
le from Cairo are here put into large boats 
b6 (lint to Alexandria. For this purpofe the 
\ropkms have their Vice-Confuls and Fadiors 
re to tranfiid their bafinel's, and letters are 
^ularly brought from Akxandriay to be feat 

the boats to Cairo ; however, letters of 
eater confequence, that require difpatch, are 
It by foot mefTengers acrofs the de(arts. 
Ac Rofitto I faw two of thofe naked Saints, 
!io are commonly ideots, and are treated with 
eat veneration in Egypt ; one a luily elderly 
an, and the other a youth of about 18 years of 
e. I obferved the people kifs the hands of the 
tter, as he went along the ftreets ; and was 
Id, that on Fridays^ when the women go to 
e burial-places, thcfe naked ideots frequently 

at the entrence of them, when they not only 
fs their hands, but ihew them the fame re- 
ed): that was paid to a certain heathen idol, 
id expect to receive the fame advantage from 
One of thefe Saints I myfelf afterwards faw 
ting at the door of a mofque in, the high-road 
ithout the gates of Caifo^ with a woman on 
ch fide of him ; but tho' the caravan was go- - 
g to Mecca, and a multitude of people were 
.fling by, they were Co accuftomed to fuch 
rhts, tliat no notice was taken of them. 
About two miles north of Rofttto^ on the 
eft fide of the river, is the caftle of that town, 
[)ich 1 went to fee. It is a fquare buildine 
ith round towers at the corners, built of brick 
fed with flone; it has povx.-\vo\^^ x«ax^^^ 
itom : about them I obfcv\c^ feN«^ ^-^.^.'^ 



1 



6^ Dr, PococKfc's TRAVELS 

of yellow marWc, many of which had hlcvG 

fJyphics on them, and might be pieces of fom 
Tok&n obclifk* 

While I was at J^qfintt I went to pay a vifi 
to the Gfifi Patriarch of Jltx£^ndria^ who ufifl 
ally refides at Cairo^ and being introduced b 
the Dragoman or Interpreter to the Confu] 
I had all the honours done me that are nfnala 
an c^ftern vifit, A lighted pipe is brought yo 
by a fervant ; then a faucer of fweetmeatE i 
carried about, and a little in a fmall fpoon give 
to each perfbn. After the coffee u ferved, eve 
ry one is gWen a bafon of flierbet, by a fervan 
with a handkerchieron hb arm, for them t( 
wipe after they have driink. When uisiim 
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I embarked with the Conful for Cairo on the 
4th of No<vemher on board a fine galley. Thefe 
are ilkt-bottomed veiTels with three mads : as 
they arc nearly, half covered, they have one 
large handfome room, and a fmaller near the 
ftern for the women, when there are any on 
board. They have lattice windows all round, 
and fwivel euns faftened towards the prow. 
They fail well a|;ainil the current with a good 
briik wind ; but m a calm, or when the wind 
k contrary, and not very high, they are drawn 
along by the men on more, with a cord faft- 
ened to the mail. When they are obliged to 
lie by, as they commonly do in the night, the 
people amufe themfelves by telling long Ara- 
bian (lories ; and if they are obliged to nop by 
day, the boatrmen frequently pafs away the 
time in a£ling low farces. 

Sailing on the Nile is extremelv pleafant, 
from the richnefs and fertility of the country 
on its banks. The villages, with palm-trees 
planted round them, appear like fo many de- 
lightful eroves ; and when the countrv is over- 
flowed, they are all beautiful iflands. In Dicem^ 
her, which is here the iniddle of fpring, Egypt 
appeare In its moil lovely drefs : many plants 
are then in full bloiTom, and the country is co* 
vered with green corn and clover. 

Stopping at a village for want of wind, we 
vifited the Governor of the place, who offered 
us coffee, and at our departure fent after us 
a prefent of 50 eggs. On our arrival at Ouar- 
den we alio waited on the Governor, who would 
ytBYe entertained us, and luot oii\^ few\. x^:^ "^ 



About a fmall day's journey from 
is the defart of St. Macarius, where 
Copti convents, much refer ted to by 
Chrift'tans, I was informed that ab 
convents are a great number of wi 
At a fmall diilance beyond them are 
of Natron, and the Baher BeUomah, 
without water; where there are eag 
and the rocks in this place have fom 
blance to fhips. 

The night before we finiihed our vo 
fpent in mirth and firing of guns, 
being met by our friends. The next \ 
having pa£ed through the village of i 
were joined by a great number of peo 
came to meet the Confuly who mou 
fine horfe, was preceded by fix Janizari 
a man weAt before fprinkling water 
ground, to lay the duft. In this mai 
entered the city, followed bv hiQ ^»^*-' 
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not make a voyage on the eaftern branch 

* Nile till I left uiat cityi on my going 

'£gyft. 

IT or five miles from the mouth of this 

h of the Nile is fituated Damiata^ a large 

but moft of it ill built, it being chiefly 
ited by filhermen and Janizaries. At the 
end it has a very fine large tower of hewn 

perhaps bailt by the MatiudukiSi after 
lad recovered Damiata from the Cbriftians, 
rountry from thence to Gixxa is chiefly in- 
id by Arabs f who are under no regular 
nment ; and the people of Damiata have 
in averfion to the European Chriftians^ that 
f them cannot go into a part of the town 
fually frequented by thole of his religion, 
ut being mfulted. This particular aver- 

Europeans feems to be handed down to 
from their forefathers, and to be occa- 

1 by the Holy War, the chief fcene of 
1 in Egypt was about Damiata^ ^hich was 

by the Chriftians^ and afterwards reftored 
e Egyptians, as part of the ranfom of 

IX, who had been taken prifoner. No 
1 muft appear here in the European drefs. 
elf was two or three times infnlted ; and 
o the black fa(h round my head, often 
by the Janizaries, one of them who pafled 
tiled it off*, which put a flop to my walks 
he town. They have here a ftrid law 
ft taking away the cables and anchors left 
e fhips driven out to fea ; and yet fome 
A principal perfons will Crw^ca^-^ ^tB^- 
xhcix QViTi people to take t\itm> ^sA ^^«^ 
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negotiate with the captains for money to hav 
them reftored out of the hands of thofe the 
pretend they dare not difcover. The trad 
hem confilts in the exporting of rice and cof^ 
to Twrij, and the importation of foap froi 
the coafts of Sjriof and of tobacco from Lm 

Proceeding from D^tmiaia to Catro^ we paiTe 
by the large city oi Mmjlura^ on the eaft fid 
of the A7/?, whkh 1 conj eft tire lo be TunL 
the Zmn of the Scriptures. The canal whid 
runs north of this town falls into the lake Mm 
^ah\ 'J'he country on each fide of this brand 
of the NiU is even more beautiful than on thi 
banks of thL^ (Jther already defcribed, it beinj 
thicktr ftt with villages forrounded by pfea 
fajit groves of palm-trees* We ttopped at tbi 
port of Gre£it MahuHa^ and rode on hired afle; 
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I it very delicate. At night we were fcrved 
a wtty plentiful fupper ; but though ho 
to us before we had done, he would not 
for this is the cuftom in the Eafti if they 
while peHbnt are at table, which they 
n do, except they attend on thofe of \^rf 
ior rank. 

le next day I proceeded to the village of 
foit^ four or five miles to the north-eaft* 
Ktuated about a furlong to the eaft of the 
Thabanea^ on one of mo(e artificial emi- 
ts on which Buftris was probably built, a 
famous for its temple dedicated to J^; 
being gr^t remains of a temple there^ 
loft coftly in its materials of any in Egypt. 
I thefe ruins, which are on the low 
id, the temple feems to have been about 
eet long, and..ioo broad; and at about 
'eet diftance it is furrounded by a mpund 
I to keep out the Nik. The outfide of 
b-udure was of grey granite, and the in* 
ind columns of red ; th« capitals being the 
oi Ifis. There appears to have been four 
of 1 2 colunms each in the temple ; but what 
nanded my attention fUU more, was the 
ifite beauty, of the fculpture ; for though 
gures are only about four feet high, there 
aething fo fine, and fo divine, in the mien 
t Deiues and Priefts, that far exceeds any 
; I ever faw in that way. The natives are>. 
intly deftroying thefe fine fragments of 
tian antiquities, and I ikw fon^e of the 
% cut into mill*flones. 

L, XI I. H ^^i«^ 
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From this place we returned 

and, proceeding towards Cturo^ 

memd and ji^JiTf two con£d 

Having entered the Nilt where 

ftream,. we. find, about a leagu 

ward, the remains of the aaden 

polis^ which is the Or of the Sci 

was a. city of great antiq\uty» f 

woHhip of the fun. A huge x 

pa^ the whole ; and at the ei 

weift end are the ruins of a Sphyi 

fliinbg yellow marble. Almoft 

ntCy out a little more to the foi 

Cfk 67 feet and a half high ; 

xloabtlefs-anoth(r (o the noi^. 

l£r&0/#//f were the.moft famous < 

the fiudy of philolbphy and a 

were the firft who computed tiii 

365 ^/t. Htrad^Ms cajne here 

ftd id all the leamihg of the j 

Sirahf when he came to this ci 

the apartments of Piato and Etu 

*'A little to the fouth of the i 

is the village of Matarea. TY 

the country have a tradition, tli 

snily lay concealed here for Qo\ 

they came into Egypt ; and ac 

opene4 and became hollow, 1 

ilielter them from fome l>ad peo 

its even pretend to ihew the v\ 

is hollow, and of the fort called 

and take away pieces of it as i 

Romans {zy that the tree fell c 
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rajTied tway by the. Monks of the convent be- 
onging to JerufaUm*. 

CHAP. III. 

4 partiadar Difirifthn #/* Grand Cairo, and the 
Places in its Neighbourhood. 

IH E city of Grand Cairo confifts at pre- 
fent of three towns or cities, a mile 
t from each other ; that is. Old Cairo^ 
Cairo properly fo called, and th^ port named 
Bidac, In Old Cairo are what are commonly 
termed Jo/epi^s Granaries. Thefe; are only 
(qoare courts encompaiTed by walls about x 5 
feet high, built chiefly with brick, and firength* 
ened with femicircular buttrefTes. They are 
filled with com, having only room left to en- 
ter at the door. The grain is covered over 
ndth matting, and the door fhut only with 
wooden locks ; but the infpeftors of the gra- 
naries fix their feal upon a handful of clay^ 
which they put on the locks, and ufe as wax. 
[Here is depoilted the corn that is paid as a 
tax to the Grand Signior.] It is brought from 
Upper Egypt^ and diftributed out to the fol- 
dieri as a part of their pay. [This granary, ' 
notwithftanding its name, is not very antique : 
its walls are partly of the time of the Sara^ 
tens.] 

At the north end of Old Cairo i& a.rR^^\^- 
cent plain building, for rai^m^ \V^ ^-ax^t ^^ 
H 2 ^ 



fian wheels, that empty the water int< 
quedu6l : thefe wheels are tnrned at tl 
the building, to which there is an ai 
the outfide for the oxen to go up. I 
edifice and the aquedu£l are built wi 
flone 5 and are for conveying water to il 
The aqueduft is fupported by arches a 
of different dimenfions ; the former bei 
ten to fifteen feet wide, and the piei 
ten. I numbered 289 arches. Thefe 
towards the caille hilly where the wai 
into a refervoir, whence it is raifed u{ 
caille by feveral wheels one over anoth< 
Oppofite to this water-houfe is the ca 
conveys the water to Cairoy which feen 
that made by Trajan, Near the mout 
they annually perform the ceremony o 
ing the canal, with great rejoicings, by 
ing down a mound when the l^ile ha; 
to a certain height. 
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and a convent, moftly in one quarter of 
town ; and pretend that the Holy Family 
in a cave in the church dedicated to St. Ser^ 
Thefe churches are generally adorned with 
lumns in the front : they have two ifles, w 
galleries over them fupported by pillars ; a 
the part for the altar is leparated by a partiti. 
that is often finely adorned with carving, at 
inlaid with ivory and torotife-lhcll. The Rt 
man Cathelict have an hofpital belonging t 
the fathers of the Hofy Lan^i and the Jrw 
have a fynagogae, faid to have been built about 
1600 years ago, in the manner it now is, which 
nearly refembles our churches. They pretend 
that the Prophet Jtremiah was on the vtvy fpot 
where they ufually read the Law, and that they 
have a manufcript of the Bible written by 
Ezra^ which is held fo facred, that none are per- 
mitted to touch it : it is in a niche in the wall 
ibout tell feet high, before which a curtain is 
Irawn, and lamps kept continually burning, 
^here are here alfo about half a dozen mofques 
ith their minarets, among which that named 
mrah is faid to have been a church ; but 
lat is moft remarkable, is its having near 400 
lars, which, with their capitals, feem to have 
!n collected from feveral ancient buildings. 
At half a league to the fouth of old Cairo 
he great mofque of Atter-Eunahy^ fituated 
a point of land projecting into the NtU, 
this mofque the Mahometans have a great 
ration, from the tradition that Omar their 
CalifF, going to the place where it s<i^.^ 
virdi /bunded to his Ylotiq^t, \e.l\. ^^ 
H 3 V^^ 
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print of his foot upon a piece of marble, Tkh 
edifice has nothing exuaordinary, cxcrp: a gal- 
It ry of antique columns fo ill ranged, that fre* 
cjucndy the capitals turned lopfy-tuivy (i^nx 
n^^ pcdeAah, aud the pedeiia|5 are employed 
to (^rvc as capitals*] 

From old Cmro I made a ilinrt cxcuriion w 
t)i€ plcafant iile of Rut^uJ^tk or RaJt/at wiitchii 
iifppofite tD it. The channel of the AV/r ht* 
iHccn is dry when the water is low, Thii 
ifland is near a mile long ; towards the north 
end is the village of ^oi^, and at the fouth 
end is the Mikiai orhouic in which is the fa- 
mous pillar for meafuriiig the Nilt, This is fix* 
ed in a deep bafon ■ the oottom of which is on 
a k'vcl with ihti bi'd of tlie riveri the water 
pairing throagh it. This pillar, which 1r placed 
under a dome, and crowned with a Ct^rimhi^ji 



/f/^ 
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from all the parts of Delta^ it has a cnfioni- 
hovL^Cj with many warehoufes, and kanes for 
travellers ; but is remarkable for nothing bat 
its fine bagnio. 

The city of Neta Cairo^ which is feated 
about a mile from the river, extends eaftward 
near two miles to a mountain, and is about fe- 
ven miles round : but it is faid to have been 
larger when it was the centre of trade from 
the Eafl Indies. It was then walled round ; but 
only part of the wall, with the cafUe, and fome 
magnificent gates, built by the Mamalukes^ are 
now Handing. The canal cut from the Nile 
runs through the city ; but it is only to be 
feen from tne back of the houfes built on its 
banks ; and tho' there are feveral bridges over 
it, yet houfes being built on each fide of them, 
the view of the waiier is even there intercepted ; 
but when it is dry it appears like a Areet, the 
people paffiogalong it. However, from the 
time when it begins to dry, the.fmell of the 
mud and Aagnaied water becomes very offen- 
iive. 

[One of the moA iingular cufloms obferved 
at Cairo, is the ceremonies obierved at opening 
this canal. When the hiiU begins to fwcli, iliey 
cail up a bank of earth acrols the end of the 
itreet near the river ; . and in the month of Att- 
^ufty when the water is ariien to a proper height, 
the Bada, attended by his guards, proceeds on 
horfeback along the canal, and coming to the 
«nd of it (Irikes the bank, takes horfe, and 
riding back, leaves feveral perfons to bt^^.^ \x. 
down. Oa his return from ttit \i^wV^ Vt \s 



. . .. «,< «va <ifc aiicnargedy and 
canal is fillings it is covered w 
with young men finging and pi 
firuments, to fhew their joy f 
produced by the Nile,] 

If we form an idea of fcveral 
the city from a quarter to three 
mile round, that receive and retai 
the Niie, conveyed to them by thi 
river rifes, we ihall have a prett) 
the feveral lakes, which, during 
part t>f the year, are in the dty : ^ 
can be imagined more beaatifuJ, 
furrounded by the bed hoofes ; an 
mer, when the Nile is high, are * 
the fine boats and barges of all t 
di(tin£tion, who fpend the evenin] 
ladies on the water. Concerts oi 
told, are never wanting, and fo] 
works are added. All the honfes 
a manner illnm;*»-»*- ^ 
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The ftreetsy like thofe of all the TurJiifi ci- 
ties, are very narrow. The wideft extends the 
ivhole length of the place ; but would only be 
confidered in Eiuyfe as a lane : and the others 
are fo narrow, that the inhabitants frequently 
(pread a flight ftufF acrofs the tops of their hou- 
(es from one iide to the other, to defend them 
from the fun. Moft of the ftreets, or at leaft> 
each end of every diftriA, is (hut up at night 
with gates, and guarded by two or three Jani- 
zaries, fo that no idle people can lurk about 
them without being difcovered. Several flreett 
confift only of (hops, without Iny hou(es, and 
are locked up at night when the traders return 
home; and (hops of the fame trade are gene* 
rally together. 

The furkijb honfes in general, efpecially in 
Cairot make a diiagreeabie appearance ; they 
are commonly bnilt round a court, where they 
are fcen to the beft advantage: nothing but 
ufe is confidered in the fide next the ftreet ; at 
every ornament is reierved for the faloon within. 
Thus being built below of done, and above 
of a fort of cage-work, fometimes filled up with 
onburnt brick, with few or no windows to- 
wards the ftreet, they are very difagreeable to 
thoie who have oUerved the regularity and 
beauty of European cities. I went to fee feme 
of the beft honfes in Cmro^ and found that the 
Great have a faloon for common uie, and ano- 
ther for ftate ; and as they have four wives, each 
has a faloon with apartments that have no com- 
munication with tne other parts of the Kqu.C&^ 
except die common entrance fox \\v!t StYNVTa^^^ 



At • tlw koofe of QfiiMPt Beyt 
&I0011 with a lobby beforf it : tl 
is an obloDg . fquare with aa oi 
pUlar in the middle ; this roopn 
two fides, about eight ieet high, 
of £r^ marblca each bordered 
wor^ ; bm tho «ad at which obi 
the fidit whcrei^iirQ thO'Wixtows, t 
«dio tlM maiVMr ; th(|r(bpha cxtei 
the roomy furnifiied with the richc 
ihioftsy «a4 ihf floor MoarcNd w. 

laUb ftfifcd amodi mNBftaao 
laid tokavf Uta b»tt| ^tf Snltai 
pMkmff or CslMiflh 4^ ftvtndiKi 
of thft rvcia q£ tt^^ H m m U ^t f who 
th^ venr ia79» wkkh-ia niSoi bu 
fin«JlQo«iT. Thf «iliaiiGttath^f 
jnent ia by a fin^ old door, ibsaewhi 
iibi€XM&». 'It has a ■latmifi-^ — '• 
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earl ; all the pannels are furrounded with a 
3rder of Mo/aic work iq mother of pearl and 
[ue fmalty or a fort of glafs that is not tranf-^ 
arent. 

In and about the city are feveral magnifi- 
;nt mofqaes ; butthofeof Sultan Hajfatty near 
le foot of the cafUe hill, exceeds them all in 
le folidity of the building, and in its gnln-» 
eur and magnificence, which ilrikes the be- 
older in a furprizing manner. It is yzty lofty 
ad of an oblong fquare figure, crowned with 
cornice all round, that projedls a great way, 
nd is adorned, after the Turkijh manner, with 

kind of groteique carving. The entrance ia 
nlaid with feveral kinds of marble, carved as 
t the top. The afcent was by feveral ftcps } 
lUt tkefe are broken down, and the door wall- 
d np ; becaufe in public infurredions the re-r 
»e]s have often taken fhelter there. 

To the norch-eaft of the town is a fine moibuo 
ailed Kuhhe-fl-jtxah ; which is about 60 fee| 
ijuare, with a beautiful dome over it, raifed 
•n a baie of 16 fides, in each of which is 4 
irindow. It is wainicotted round with all the 
aofk beautiful marbles, among which are fct 
eral fine flabs of red and green porphyry ; the 
K>rders round the pannels are carved and gilt ; 
bove is a fort of frize, covered with fentsnces 
:ut in large gilt characters called the Couphe, 
n which they here anciently writ the Arabic 
anguage. The walls above have Arabic in- 
criptions in letters of gold, and the whole cu- 
>ola is paiDted and gilt in the fineft manner. 
Ul over the mofque are hung ^\d$&\axsi?^^ ^tv\ 



^ .«r MAVC oecn D 
JC is walled round, and is of vc 
cefi ; bat it is (o commanded b; 
eafty as to be of no flrength fince 
of cannon. At the well end are 
very grand apartments, fome of 
with domes, and adorned with pi 
/aic work : but this part of the bu 
only ufed for weaving, embroider 
paring the hangings and covering; 
ally tend to Mecca. J faw them 
work ; and though they think it a 
for a Chrifttan fo much as to toud 
damaflcs, I ventured to approach th 
this is a higher ground, near a g 
cMtdLjo/epl'sHall^ from which thi 
delightful proipeA of the city, th 
and all the adjacent country. It w 
a terrace to this faloon, which is n 
every fide, except to the fouth, an 
ed with very large and K-—*-'" ' 
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Ctftle is a large court, on the fouth iide of which 
are the Baflk's apartments, and the great Divan, 
which I had the pleaAire of feeing : the Beys 
a£emble three times a week under the Kaia 
or Prime Minifter of the Baffa, and the latter, 
whenever he pleafes, fits in a room behind, 
that has a communication by fome lattice win- 
dows. A ftranger may enter with the Con- 
fal's Dragoman, or Interpreter, <ind being af-' 
terwards conducted to the Baflh's coifee-room, 
is civilly entertained by his people with fweet- 
meats and coffee. At a fmall dillance is the 
mint, where they coin their gold, and (mall 
pieces of iron waihed over with (liver. Thefe 
are called Medines, and are of the value of three 
farthings. In the caflle is alfo a well, that has 
been much admired on account of its great 
depth, it being cut through the fide of the 
rock, and the water being brought up by fe- 
fevcral Perfian wheels turned by oxen, and 
placed one over another. This is called Jo- 
Jffi's well, not from the Patriarch Jofeph^ but 
from a Grand Vizier of that name, who had 
the care of the worif tmder Sultan Mahomet^ 
about 700 years ago. In fhort, this caftle, 
which is about a mile in circumference, re- 
fembles a little town ; but the greateil part of 
it is in a very ruinous condition. 

To the fouth of the caflle is a fort of an- 
cient fuburbs called Caraffa ; at the entrance 
of which are fome magnificent tombs covered 
with domes, (aid to be the monuments of fome 
Kings of Egypt : the people fay they arc the 
Cbliffs, the relations of MaljiKiXy \n\\o o>\v- 

Vol. XIL I o^^v 
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wniLii arc inaccciuDie ; DUt tHere I2 
others by a narrow terrace : they ar< 
lofty rooms eight or ten feet fquare 
top, towards the brow of the hill 
rooms with holes on the top to let 
Over which is a raifed place, where 
often go to enjoy one of the fin eft p 
Egypt y it commanding a view of Cat 
all the country, efpecially into Delta 
the eye can reach. Over the fouth 
mofque in which was interred the SI 
who has given name both to the hi 
mofqoe. This ftrudure is painted a) 
infide with flowers on a red ground, 
free admittance every where ; the Sh< 
a carpet before the mo(<]^ue, and fervi 
tion, of which we partook.* On an 
beyond the mofque, is a folid ftone 
about three feet fquare, on which 
mounts to pray on any extraordins 
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Englijh happen to die in any part of the Levant, 
wh^re there is no Englijb Chaplain, they are 
interred with the Greeks ^ and according to the 
ceremonies of their church. 

The European merchants, confidcring how 
much they are confined, live agreeably enough 
among themfelves ; they are generally fociable 
with tnofe of their own nation, and in fo plen- 
tiful a country poffefs whatever is capable of 
making life pafs aereeably. They fpend the 
morning in bufine^, and often pafs the remain- 
der of the day in the fields and gardens to the 
north of Cairo ; there being little dimger within 
a JBile of the city. Sometimes the whole day 
is ipent in diverfions ; and as great part of their 
afiairs is tranfadled by the Jenvs^ they have a 
relaxation from bufinefs, both on the Jewijh 
and the Cbriftian Sabbath. When tlie NiUhsiS 
overflowed its banks, and little bufinefs is to 
be done, they retire to their houfes at Old 
Quro and Gize, where they pafs their time as 
agreeably as the circomftances of the place will 
admit. 

The trade of Cairo coniifls in the importation 
of broad cloths, tin and lead, and the exporta- 
tion of cofil'e, fena, flax, and feveral drug» 
moflly brought from Perfia. The natives alfa 
import raw filk from Jfi^f^ which they chiefly ' 
manufadkure into iattins, and filks in imitation 
«f thoie of indta, and in fome places they make 
a coarfe kind of linen. Sugar, of the growth 
of this country, is alfo made here ; but it is 
neither cheap nor fine : there is. however^ & 
teiy fine fort m^c for the ufe o? iJr^ Gix^tA. 



..WW auaiung IS made of dyed ral 
thence fent not only all over the 
pirc, but to moft parts of Eitropi 
Amidil the cunofities obferva 
that of the hatching of chickens i 
leaft. This laft is performed by } 
of fo temperate a neat as to imit 
ral warmUi of the hen, and putting 
eggs in an oven, the chickens are 
22 days. This employment is coi 
months, during which fome hundi 
chickens are hatch'd in this mann 
If it happens to thunder, great 
the chickens mifcarry ; befides,the cl 
hatched often want a claw, a ru 
ibme other way imperfed. I ha^ 
formed that only the people of one 
matters of the art, and that at the ] 
of the year they ipread themfelvi 

£gyp* •• 



tJ^rottgi EGYPT. t^ 

M^ft: this, with the convenience of water 
carriage, makes Cairo sl place of great trade ; 
and as little credit is given by the Turh^ 
diere is generally a vaft conflux of people ac 
this city. 

C H A P. IV. 

Of thi Pyramids of Memphis *, and thefe of 
Saccara ; ftvith a De/cription of the Catacombs, 
and of the ancient Method ohfer^ved hy the E- 
gyptians in embalming their Dead. 

TH E monuments near Cairo moft worthy 
of the curiofity of a traveller are the 
Pyramids, which have been formerly ranked 
amone the feven wonders of the world, and 
ftill oemand our admiration. It is remarka* 
ble that thefe fuperb monuments are no where 
to be found but in Egypt. Indeed there is 
one at Rome^ which ferves for a tomb to C. 
Cefus ; but it is no more than a mere imita-* 
tion, and is furpa^ed in fize by the leaft of 
Aofe in Egypt. Thefe are Atuated upon the 
rock, at the foot of the high mountains that 
accompany the Nile in its courfe, and feparate 
Egypt and Lyhia. They have been all raift d 

• This account of the pyramids of Memphis i$ 
chiefly taken from the obfervations of the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Norden j with which wt VvSiNt YKAtrecvvuR^ 
ibofc o£tbe learned Dr. Pococke. 

' T « ^: 
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as fepukhres; but their a/'chlteflt 
on the iofide as without, is extr< 
rent, with refped to diftnbatioii, dij 
grandeur. Some are ooeo, o^heirs 
inoft of them are clofed ; but thef 
that have not been damaged. The 
c^uantity of materials uled^ ccnflni 
renders it impofiiUe that theyfti 
built at the fame time ; . at^i thof( 
been the laft ereded, greatly . fUip 
in grandeur and mi^niices^. T 
works of the remote^ antiquity, ap 
^arly than Uie times of the moil ai 
rians whoie wridnss have been tx* 
/ us ; the very epocoa of their beg 
loft at the time when the £rft Qr 

{hers travdkd into Egyft. It is 
able that the invention of pyramic 
ing to the ignmtmce of the people 
no other method of covenog a gi 
ference, before the art of arching 9 
ing columns to fuppcrt a roof we 
It is indeed a mortifying confiderat 
moil durable works in architc£lur< 
owing to ignorance : thus the fai 
dufis of the ancients, the remains i 
the wonder of the prefent tidies, > 
to tlieir not knowing that water w< 
nearly to the fame height as that fr< 
falls. 

The common people oi Egjpt h 
tion, that there were anciently gia 
country, who raifed, without mud 
the pyramids, tht vaft. palace* and 1 
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Ic remains are at prefent the obje^s of our 

ration. Bat this ridiculous opinioa is con- 

I by obferving, that had tnis been the 

the entrances of the caves, from whence 

have drawn Hones for thefe purpofes. 

Id have been larger than they are ; that the 

i of the buildings, which ilill fubfiil, would 

had more height and breadth; that the 

.ges of the pyramids, at prcfent fo narrow 

icarcely a man of our times can drag him- 

9long lying on bis belly, would have been 

means proper for men of fuch a ftature; 
that the coffin in the largeft and laft pyra- 
is an inconteilahlc proof of the falfity of 
jch extravagant ideas » fince it determines 
ize of the Princess body for whom the py- 
d was built ; and the pafTagcs ihcw, that 
vorkroen were not of a l«irger iize than the 
ce, fince the entrance and the egrefs fcarcc 

fufficient room for men of the common 

re. 

he principal pyramids are at the fouth-eall 

*iz4, a village three hours voyage up the 

from Cairoj and fitoated on the weftem 
2. As it is believed that the city oi Meft^his 
near this place, they are commonly called 
pyramids of Mimphis, On your arrival 
; you find four of the pyramids that deferve 
ireateft attention of the curious ; for tho' 
! are fcven or eight others in the neighbour- 
I, they are not to becompaied with the 
icr, efpecially as they have been almoft en- 
^ ruined. The four principal are nearly 

1 tliC hmt diagonal Vme> 9^di 2^;:^>ax \<:^ 
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paces diftant from each other. Their 
cxadlj correfpond to the four caitUi 
the north, the foath, the ea&t km 
The two moft northerly are the gn 
have 500 feet perpendicolar hdmi 
cordhi^ to Mr. Cnaves, who meaian 
torn of the "ifSt, it is exaftly 693 J 
fqoare ; and therefore covers ibmet 
tnan eleven acres : the bclined plan 
to the ba(e» and the ^ntleB and bai 
equilaternl triangle. The numbei 
has been very ouiereiitly related; 
are between 207 and 212. Thefi 
. from two feet and half to four feet 
are broad in proportion to their hei 
tho' the two others are much lefs, 
fome pardcularitiesy that caufe then 
amined and admired. It appears thi 
at the foot of the mountains not hi 
where kvel, has been fmoothed b 
fel. This rocky plain is about 80 
pendicttlar above the level of the n 
IS always overflowed by the Nile, 
Danijb tieaeue in circumference. Noi 
ing its being a tontinnal rock» it is 
vered with a flying fand, brought 
the wind from the adjacent high n 
in this fand is a great nomber of 
petrified oyfters ; a thing the more 
as this plain is never overflowed b; 
which oefides has not throughout 
courfe any fhell* fi(h. In this quarter ^ 
thofe beautiful flint ilones, which, 1 
cf the iDgulantj of their coYouts, 
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nore eflee med than agate, and of which fnuiT* 
boxes and handles for knives are made at Cairo^ 

A pyramid is the moH folid figure that can 
be ^ven to any building. There is no wajr 
tonuQij^, hat by beginning at the top; for it 
leds. upon a baie too firm to be attacked in that 
prnrt^ and whoever vkhiM imdertake it would 
Ind as n&och ^fiiculty as there was to raife it. 

The rooft aorthern of thefe great pyramids is 
the only one that is open ; and as we meet with 
tkat firft, 1 fhatl begin my defcription with it» 
It js neceilary to be very near it» in order to 
form a juft idea of the extent of its enormous 
bulk. The externa! part is chiefly built of 
great fquare ftones cot from the rock, which 
extends along the Nik, where to this day we 
lee the caves from whence thev have, beea 
taken. The fize of thefe Hones is not equal ; 
bat they have all the figure of a prHm» that 
they may lie perfedUy clofe tO|;ether. It 
might be imagined that each range fhould 
form an even dep round the pyramid : but the 
architect has only obferved the pyramidkal fi* 
gure, without troubling himfelf about the re- 
gularity of the fteps i and it appears that this 
inequality of the ftones, which differ four, ive^ 
«nd even ten inches, is the reafon why fo many 
travellers, who have counted the degrees of the 
pyramids^ always differ with regard to the 
Rvmber. Thefe kind of fteps were not defigned 
for mounting or defcending ; ai>d regularity 
was lough t no farther than was neceflary for the 
general fhape of the pyramid, and for the fa- 
cib'ry of the work* We fiirvA xSaaX ^'cvx ^^Xfc^- 
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nal lays arc Qjily compared by the weight of 
the floncE, without monau without Jcad, an4 
without crarnps of any metaJ ; but la the body 
of the pvrami^ they have bent obfrged m uTca 
mortar jnixcd of lime, canb and d^y. I'hit 
plamly appears at the entmRtc of ihe reccu4 
paJlagc q! the BtH pyraniid, which has been 
cpencd by force* At its fowr comers it is cailJy 
perceived, that the lovver Jlones arc placed oa 
the rock without any other fouodation; butbc-^ 
yond ihein, qwhc lo the middle of each face, the 
wind hzi farmed a Jlopc of faud, which on tl\9 
north fide rifes fo high, thtit it aifords a com- 
imodious afcent quite ta the entrance of tJie py* 
Famidi which is about 48 feet high. 

Ongettine up to the entr^^nce you difcharge 
St pi ItoT to frighten away the bat,^, afttr whii 
two Atui^s^ whom you ai« obliged 10 have for 
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legfty and thus drag him through over the faiid 
atid daft. 

On having pafled this ftreight, which is 
locldly no more than two ells long, you find 
a lar|re place, v<^here you commonly take feme 
rcfJreOimenti ; and this gives courage for pene- 
trating into the fecond gallery. 

It ia here proper to obferve, that all thefe 
parages, except the fourth, are nearly of the 
fame ^zj^y that is, three feet and a half fquare, 
and lined on the four ddes by great ilones of 
white marble, fo polifhed, that this, with the 
acclivity of the way, would render them 
impaf&ble, were it not for little holes cut 
for reiling the feet in. It cofts a great deal 
of trouble to advance forwards, and if you 
make a falfe ^tip^ you will Hide backwards 
to the place from whence you fet out : how- 
ever, by ob/crving thefe holes, you proceed 
commodioufly enough, though always Hoop- 
ing to the end of the fecond pafTage, where is 
a refting place, on the right hand of which is 
an opening into a kind of well, wherein 
nothing is to be found but bats ; and you de- 
scend not by means of any fteps, but by a 
perpendicular pipe, as- chimney- fweepers de* 
Icend a chimney. 

At the extremity of this'iefting-place be- 
gins the third gallery, leading to the inferior 
chamber. It runs horizontally in a ftrait , 
line. Before the chamber are fome Ilones, with 
which the way is embarraficd, but with fome 
trouble yon furmount that dif&cuUv •, %x\d ^\^^ 
Qiat the iaHdc of iht chamber U ^^cj tQ>3c\t\ 
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this room, mull cxpofe himfelf i 
rcmony as is pradifed in paiTing 
gallery to the fecond ; but fe%v 
take that trouble, as it is knovvi 
not reach far, and there is nothi 
in it but a niche. , 

Having vifited the lower chat 
turn to the reding place, and af 
by failening your feet as before 
to the end of the fourth gallery y\ 
a little platform. You mnH after 
to climb again ; but (boo finding 
ing, where you may Hand upriel 
template a (on of little room, wli 
no more than a palm's breadth lari 
galleiics, but enlarges itfelf afterw 
fides ; and at lengtn, by (looping 
lime, you pafs the remainder of tl 
lery, that leads in a horizontal lint 
per chamber, whirl* i''-- -^ "" 
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underneath ; for it looks as if the pavement had 
funk in. In this chamber are aJfo two little 
pa^gcs» which are choaked up with ftones 
thrown in by the curious to know their depth. 

While in this room people commonly dif- 
chargc a piftol» which makes a noife refem- 
bling thunder. You then return in the fame 
manner you came, and with the fame difHculty. 
on account of the flones and fand with which 
the entrance b embarraiTed. 

As ibon as you are out of the pyramid you 
drefsy wrap yourfelf up warm, anddrink a^lafs 
of fome ftrong liquor to prefcrve yourfelf irom 
a pleurify, occanoned by the fudden change 
from ai^ extremely hot to a temperate air. At 
length having regained your natural heat, you 
mount up to the top of the pyramid, in order 
to enjoy a delightful profpe«St of the country 
aronnd it. The method of afcending is by the 
angle to the north-eaft ; and when the fleps arc 
high, or one flep entirely broke away, you are 
obliged to look for a convenient place, where 
the Kcps are intire, or a high iiep is mouldered 
away u> a& to make the afcent more eafy. On 
the top you perceive, as well as at the entrance 
and in ]the chambers, the names of abundance 
of people who have at difierent times vifited 
this pyramid, and were willing to tranfmit the 
memory of their being there to pofterity. He- 
roJotus fuppofti that this pyramid was built by 
Chiefs King of Egypt. 

Having well confidered this firft pyramid, 
you take leave of it, and approach the fccond» 
which on vour coming near it ^^^t;^'^^ ^n^>cv 

V0L. XIL K >c^'^^^ 
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higher than the firllp btit this is owing to its 
ftanding on a more elevated foundation ; for ifl 
other refpeds they arc both of the fame fizc. 
The only difference h, that the fecond is fo 
wt 11 cloleti, that you kt not the kail mark 
which ihews that it has been opened, and th:it 
Its fiimmit is coated oa the fouriides with gr^* 
131 te iG vveU joined and poUfliedj that the bold* 
cil man would not attempt to go up it. 

On the callern iide you fee the ruins of a 
temple, the itones of which ai'e of a prodigi- 
ous fi^Ee, they being fix hti broad and deep, 
and ix\oi\ of them 1 6 or 17 feet long, and fojne 
of rhum 22, the whole building bekig 1*0 
ieetin frf>nt, and 160 in depth* Then defcen- 
ing infcnfibly yon arrive at the Sphynx, whofe 
enormous bulk attracts yoar admiration ; bat 
it is Icarce poiEbk to avoid feding fonie indigr 
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more diftinguilhable in its ruins than the other: 
the Hones whereof it was compofed arc »like- 
wi(e of a prodigious fize. 

The fourth pyramid is an 100 feet lefs than 
the third. It is without coating, is clofed, and 
refeinbJes the others ; but has no temple. It 
has, however, one fingularity, which is, that 
its faxnmic is terminated by a fingle great Hone, 
that feems to have ferved as a pcdeilal. It is 
befides fitoated out of the line of the others, 
being a little more to the well. 

Thcfe four great pyramids are furrounded by 
a number that are (mailer, and which have for 
the moil part been opened; and two of them 
are in fuch ruins that one cannot even difcern 
the chamber. 

[If you want any other fubjeft to fatisfy 
your curiofity, you need only approach two 
antique bridges, raifed on a plain annually over- 
flowed by the Nik, at abont half a league to 
the eaftward of the firit pyramid, and the fame 
diftance from the mountains. The firftof theie 
bridges extends north and fouth, and the other 
caft and well. Being fituated in a tradl of 
country not more expofed to the waters than 
the other plains, it is impoiEble to conceive 
the reaibn of their foundation : but their fa- 
bric, and the infcnptions we find on them, 
(hew that they were built by the Saracens. 
That which extends from the north to the 
ibuth has ten arches ; it is 241 feet in length, 
and 20 feet four inches in breadth. They are 
built with large pieces of free-Aone, and are 
raifed 22 feet above the horizon.^ 

K 2 %CiTJ\fc 
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Some time after I went to viflt the pyPi* 
mids of Saccara^ wlijch are not ten mlUi dir- 
tart from thofe of G/zi. On niy arrivaJ at 
Sac^araj which is a poor mem village at the 
foot of a hill, having letter* of recommenda- 
non, I went to the houfe of the Sheikj wfeoi 
according to ciiltcim, fct his providon* befbi« 
me, and promifed, after being ai the mofque 
at noon, it being; then Frtdaj, to accompany 
me to the pjTamids that were near, which he 
accordingly did ; and that day and the two fol- 
lowing J made my obfervauons with the more 
exaftnefa, -^s few perfons have defcribcd ^ny 
thinej pirticnlar here except the catacombs. 
TheTe pyramids extend from north to fouth, 
and are Htuatcd at the foot of the mountaii^s 
in a plain, chat Teems as if nature had coa- 
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156 ftcps, each from two to three feet high. 
This pyramid is built of the fame kind of free- 
done as the others ; l)ut was ^afed with a fine 
hard ftone» which in feveral parts is Aill re- 
mainingy though a great deal is fallen down. 
On the north ude, about one third of the way 
up, is an entrance three feet fivt inches wide, 
and four feet two inches deep. The ftones 
within are of the height and breadth of the 
entrance, and about fivt feet long. We en- 
tered this paflage, which is deep, and has holes 
cat as refts for the feet ; but it was with great 
difficulty we made our way for the laft 25 feet» 
the pa^e being almoft filled up with fand. 
Having pafled through, we entered a room 22 
feet and a half long, and 1 1 feet ten inches 
broad. At the height of ten feet fix inches a 
tier of ftones projeaed on each fide ^vt inches 
inwards ; and in tiie fame manner 1 2 tiers pro- 
jeded one further than another, till they met at 
the top. To the weft of this room is fuch another ; 
and* at the farther end of both, in the middle of 
the fifth and fixth tiers of ftone, is a door, each 
of which leads to a fmall room,, as I was inform- 
ed by a gentleman who contrived a ladder in 
order to get up to it. Thefe rooms are of a 
fmooth white done, very large, there being 
only (even flones in length, and three or four 
in width. 

About a mile to the ibuth-eall Is another cjrcat 
pyramid, called the Great Pyramid to the 
South, which is about 600 feet fqqore at the 
bottom. It is very remarkable tlvaiX u K^etv\s \^ 
indw with a greater angle (lotrv xX\t \\'i\^^^^ "^ 
K 3 %^- 
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2^Q ftret than it docs below. It appears lo ba« 
bc^n C'dftd all the way up^ and is bulk of very 
good hewn floni; even within, as I obfcrvet 
whtrc the outtr furface is in To me place 
broke aw^y : for it is juined in many parts 
tut not (o TLS [o render it pofllble for any pcf 
fon to get to the top. 

On a lower grourd nearer to the eaft «d|: 
of tl^e mounuio, and about two miles to tn 
eail; of the lafl; great pyramid, is gnc built c 
unbi:rRt brick* which Jccms to be made of th 
mud brought ircm the Nik ; it being of a fand 
black tartJi, ^ith fome pebbles and Ihdls i 
it ; and mixed up with chopped i^jraw, lo Of 
der to bind rhe clay together, as, unburnt brick 
are now made in Egyptt and many other patt 
of the talh Seme of thcfe bricks I foun< 

1 *» tnrKpc snfl a half Inn rr, Cw Jurlip* and aHfl] 
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tion, and may amouot in the whole to about 
twenty. 

Another day I went to fee the catacombs, 
which are in the fame plain in which the pyra- 
-nids are iituated; and was firfl conducted to 
to that of the mummies. The entrance to it 
is by a kind of well about four feet fquare, 
and 20 feet deep, cut through a ilaty rock : but 
this rock is covered with fand, that is often 
iDOTcd by the wind, and fills up the holes. 
However, fome of thefe weljs are cafed with 
large unburnt brick, as far as the depth of the 
(and. . The ufual method of letting people 
down with ropes being very painful, I had pro- 
vided myfelf with a rope-ladder, by which I 
defcended more conveniently, though not with- 
out being incommoded with the fand falling 
from the top. There were, I obferved, holes 
on each fide to defcend by ; but moft of them 
ieemed worn away, and to be of no ufe. On 
being got to the bottom, I found myfelf in a 
pailage five feet wide, and about 50 feet long, 
almofi filled up with (and : having got to the 
end of it, I turned down another paffage on the 
left hand about fix feet high, on one fide of 
which were apartments with benches about two 
feet above the floor. On thefe I fuppofe the 
mammies were placed ; but if they were fet up- 
right, there muft have been fome method of 
fupporting them. On the other fide are nar-. 
row cells jnfl big enough^^^to receive a largaf^ 
coffin. At the end of this*^ alley I turned on 
my right hand into another which was nar- 
Tower, and on each fide were iadit^> ^^kaxfe.^'ov.^ 
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ed defigned for cofHn> placed upnghL Troa 
ihU paiTage arc cut oblong fqwarc apartments 
ftJLd with the remains of mummies ; and pro 
bably here the infeiior perfons of a family wer< 
depo filed, and piled upon one another^ whili 
ihe heads of the families were placed in tJi 
niches. Each family had perhaps originall 
its bumUplace, and as the family incrseafec 
th^^y branched out thefe fepukhral grotts^ iha 
every defcendant might have a feparate plac 
for his family, 

I then went to the catacomb of the Bird^ 
which has the fame kind of entrance, onlj i 
is about 30 feet deep : the parage from Jt i 
about eight feet wide, and almolt ful! of fane 
This catacomb is much more magnificent tha 
the oihersj it being the fepulchre of ihoi 
birds, and other animab, worHiipped by th 
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efteemed metkod of embalming, they extract- 
ed the brains by the nofe with a crooked iron, 
and then poured in drugs; afterwards they 
opened the body, took out the bowels, wafhed 
the iniide with pa!m wine, and, having rubbed 
into it pdnnded perfumes, filled it with myrrh, 
caifia, and other fpices, and then fewed it up. 
After this they waflied the body with nitre, 
then let it lie fevepty days, and having waHied 
it again, wound it up in fwathes of linen, be- 
fmearing it over with gums, which the Egyp- 
tians u{ed inflead of glue. The relations then 
took home the body, and incloiing it in the 
wooden figure of a man, placed it in the cata- 
combs. Another method of embalming was 
inje£Ung turpentine of cedar with a pipe into 
the bodv, without cutting it ; they then falted 
It for (cventy days, and afterwards drew out 
the pipe, which brought the bowels with it by 
the fundament : the nitre dried up the fiefh, 
leaving nothing but (kin and bones. The 
third way was only by cleanfing the infide 
with fait and water, and falting it for feventy 
days. 

From what Diodorm obferves, one would ima- 
gine that there was a way of preferving the 
bodies much fuperior to either of the former ; 
for, according to him, their ey(sbrows and eye- 
laihes, with the form and appearance of the 
whol^ body, were fo well pre(erved, that they 
might be known by their features : whence 
many of the Egyptians kept the bodies of their 
anceilors in houies adorned at a very great ex- 
pence, and had the plcafure to fct xJww fe^^- 
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fathers, who had b«n dead many ye^s ht\ 
they were born, an<f to obftrve a]l tJieir fei 
lures as well as if ihey were living. But i 
does not appear that anybodjes were ever dii 
covered embalmed JE this manner. 

A body I brought from S^ftt when I it 
turned to ^ngiand^ was in a coffin made ivit 
b Gardes t^-e holes between which were filk 
up with linen and fine plainer- Four folds 
cloth were over the head, the upper one paiut 
ed blue. Under thefe was a compoGtion abou 
half an inch thick of gum and cloth,' burnt h 
the heat of the things applied to it ; and nex 
TO the fdn was a coat of gum or bitumen 
the thicknefs of a wafer* The hinder part o 
the head was filled with bitumen, which hai 
been been poured in at the nofe, and had_pe 
netrated even into the bone of the (kuU. Th 
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rugs : but the outer bandages did not feem to 
ive been bcfmeared with gums. The coffin 
i which the body was put was formed of two 
ieccs of wood, hollowed fo as to receive the 
ody, and being put together wero faflened 
ith broad pegs in the top, fixed in holes ia 
le lower part. They were cut into the ftiapc 
f a human body, as bound up after it is em- 
almed ; and both the coffin and body wrapped 
p in linen were covered with a thin plafter, 
nd painted. 

The birds in the laft-mentioned catacomb 
^re embalmed much in the fame manner, be- 
ig dipped in gums and aromatic drugs, and 
ound up with many folds of linen. 

I returned from vifiting the catacombs fbon- 
r th^ was expedled, and on my unlocking 
[ie door of the room the Sheik had given me 
t his houfe, a little gid about eight years old 
an out of it againfl me ; and laying hold of 
cr, fhe cried oats but I let her go, it being 
ere a great affront for any one to lay hands 
n the fair fex. On my entering the room I 
iw a hole had been broke through the cieling, 
bough it was ten feet high ; and I fuppofe the 
lother had let the child down by a rope, to 
ifle my baggage, and to convey what they 
iought proper up the fame way fhe came 
own. I had caugnt them in the beginning, 
nd therefore little was lofl ; though doubtlefs 
ley thought they fhould find treauires, as they, 
nagine the Franh, as they call all Europeans ^ 
bound in money. I was a little vexed at this 
reatxoeiir^ hat tfaooght it moft pi^j&ttax^ x.'s^^^ 



ic8 Dr, Fococke's travels 

no notice of it j and the titxi morning t 
my leave, ibe Sliclk fetiding a sian to colli 
nic to Cuirtf. 

C H A P. V. 

r^- Juih&r makit ms Ej^aurfan to Fafiimej * 

the RiiiKi of th famtui Lahjnnih^ mid r^ 
io Cairo* 



BEING recotii trended to the Calhi 
Governor of Fe/Wjtf^, \\howxLb going^ 
ihAi pfovitice, 1 joined him at Old Cain 
the Ijoulc of Ofiiuift Bey, where 1 had e r 
sJhgncd me, and the Calhif invited me to 
with him ; when having brought foine i\ 
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Iw onions, and a fort of fait pickled cheefe. 
\fter which we purfued our journey, and at 
ength gaffed the night in a grove of palm- 
recs. The Cafhif fent for me to come to him, 
md I prcfented him the liquor I had brought, 
ittine with him' for fome time; but he being 
dfited by a great Sheik, I retired ; and he aN 
:erwards fent me a part of his fupper, which 
lad been dreffed for iiim at a neighbouring 
dllaee. 

The next day we afcended fome low fandy 
Ulls to the fouth-weft, which abound with the 
Egyptian pebble. We afterwards paffed thro* 
m aneven fandy defart, and came to a vale 
)ounded on the north by fmall hills made up 
)f large oyfter-fhells, with a very little red 
rlay between. Thofe on the furface were not 
tt all changed ; but many below, and in the 
jlain, arc petrified. We at length arrived at 
tamita^ at the end of the defart, where a ca- 
lal runs into tlie lake Maris. The Arabs who 
:aine out to meet the Cafhif exercifed them- 
selves all the wav on horfeback, by purfuing 
tach other with tne pike. When one has the 
id vantage over another he engages him ; he 
then turns (hort, and rides away, the other 
purfuing him till he finds an opportunity to 
ilrike, and then he runs off in the fame man- 
lier. Coming at lail to the large village of 
SfrniourSf we went to the houfe of the Gover- 
nor of the place, where a great fu^^ei: ^^j^ 
prepared for the Ca/hif. A coarfc bro'WTi >»joc\- 
7? cloth being fpre^d over the vyYvoVe Vt\^^ 
the room, calces of bread were \av^ 2A\xo>:^^^ 
Vol. Xir. L 
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It, and about ten diihes, repeated iix orfcvcd 
times, were placed all along the room ; aa a 
fill all (heep boiled whole, a roafted larob, pi< 
law, fowls roaftedj many diiLes of Jlewed meat, , 
fweet flummery, meat roafted in fmall piece*, 
and tlic like. Ai the head of the table fat the 
Cafhif, with the ^reat people by him : I might 
!have fat among them, but X kept my feat ofl. 
the fopba ; and when the perfon on the Ca- 
Ihif's righ: hand arofe, the Caihif called me to 
take his place, and fhewed me great civilityt 
Jt is cuflotnary for every one as ioon as he ha* 
done to get up, wafh his handi, and take a 
(iraught of water; thus there u a continad 
facccilion, till at laA the poor come in^ and 
ciit what i^ left ; Ibr the Jrnhi never fct by 
any thing that comes to their tables^ When 
they kill a ilicep they «lrefs it all, call in their 
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cahal that rans along the north fiJe of 
!W town. 

ume is the rcfidence of the Caftif, or Go- 
r of the province ; it is about two miles 
apafs, and is very ill built, chiefly of un- 
brick. Here live feveral rich people who 
ullages belonging to them ; and alfo fixty 

who have the title of Sheiks, with one 
ir head, who is a perfon of great intereft ; 
:hefe all go to the Divan of the Cadi, 
i is held twice a week. The inhabitants 
here a manufacture of the mats they lay 
e floors of their rooms : they are alfo fa* 
for making rofe-water, which is ufed in 

things they eat, as well as to throw on 
lefts before they oiFer the incenfe. They 
Ikewife faid to make coarfe cloths, and 
» ftuiFs ; to prepair leather, and to make 
athern bags in which they carry water oa 
icks of camels. The Franci/cans of the 
mt of Jen^faUmy who here go under the 
nination of phyficians, have a fmall con- 

and the Copti have a church four miles 
ho* there are many Chriftians in the town, 
e ire vineyards about two leagues to the 
where the Chriftians make verv good 
:-wine : they have likewife fine rainns and 
tahometans make a fyrup of the juice of the 
\ by boiling it ; this is brought to the table, 
Ls very agreeable food. I had here an a- 
icnt in the Caihif's houfc ; 2tti4 \v\^ ^t^c^-- 
eifuaded me to fend back my Yiorf^^> ^?^^- 
^ that I Ihould be well TuppVitd \ \i>a:^ "^ 
tenvar^i obliged to hire very >aa^>CLOxfe' 

L 2 
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at «n extravagant price, I was daily furnilhei 
with provifions in my own roonp, and foitit* 
times the Cafhif feni; foxjne to dine witli Mnii 
\v'hen the drams went plentifully round whil: 
we were eating, and he diverted himfdf wi;li 
jc fling with two or three who fecined to be with 
him as dependants, expefting fonie little go- 
vern ment ; for when the Turks are in private^ 
tli^y lay afide their gravity, and are as mcrr/ 
as the Eurspmns* While T was here it hailed 
2nd rained almoft all one morning, and like- 
v^ift; rained very hi^^ the following night ; which 
the people were fo far from confidering as any 
advantage, that they told me rain canfes kiM- 
ciLy, the overflowing of the Nile being ftti- 
Qicni to water the country* There are ahjti: 
this town no other remains of the ancient dty 
of Jrjinoe^ but great heaps of ruins. 
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aflcd by corn fields, and afterwards over un- 
ildvated lands, and having crofTed the dry bed 
f a canal, came to another canal called Ba^r- 
o/iphf which runs into the lake M^ris, and 
100 yards broad, with clifts on the eaft 
de, at Icaft 40 feet high, and on the weft a- 
out 30 : thouE;h it was about 50 feet broad, it 
as then very In allow : the country to the weft 
1 called Nejlty where the harveft is, I believe 
)rwarder than in any part of£gyft ; for on the 
6th of February^ I have feen barley of that 
ear cut and threfhed. 

On my entering the large viljagc of l^cfu^ 
^hich is clofe by the M/?, I wentto the Sheik's 
oufe, which is built about a court, and has a 
3and turret at the north -weft corner, with 
annon for its defence. I had a letter from the 
Xhif to the Sheik ; but he not being at home, 
nc of the chief Arabs agreed for about the 
irice of three guineas, to Turnifti me with four 
irabs on horfeback, and a camel to carry water 
nd provifions. We fet forwards about four the 
lext morning, and proceeding about two hours 
o the north-weft, took a fupply of frefh water, 
"rom that place the fandy plain begins, and 
jaffing over it we at lengtn faw at a ereat dif- 
ance fome remains of the temple of the La- 
)yrinth ; and being about a league from it, oh- 
"erved fevcral heaps of ruins covered with fand, 
md many ftoncs all around, as if fome great 
}uilding had been there : this, which is called* 
:he town of Caroonj feemed to \\?ivt \it«Tv o^ -a. 
onfiderable breadth from the ea(l to >wc^, ^^^ 
e buildings extended on each fvde Xov^^'t^s \i^; 
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northt to the lake M^Hf and the temple* Tlii* 
without doubt h the fpat where once iloodlhd 
famous Labvrinth, whicK HnWaus fays* was 
built by the" twelve Kings of E^fit, when the 
government was divided into twelve parts, aj 
fo many palaces for them to meet in, and tran* 
fad the alTaira of Hate and religion* '' Of diii 
" Labyrinth, he adds there are twelve falooast 
*' or covered courts, with gates oppofite lO 
*' each other, fix towards the north, and fix 
*' towards the fouth in continued lines* Tbey 
" are furroundcd by the fame outward waH, 
*' The apartments are on two floors, the one 
" under ground, and the other over them: 
*' three thoufand in all, each confifling of M- 
*' teen hundred, Thofe above ground 1 mp 
»* felf have feen atid gone through, fo that 1 
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*' terminates is a pyramid of 240 feet» on which 
*' large animals are engraven : the way into 
*' the pyramid is under ground." This is th« 
account given of it by Etrodotus, It was To 
extraordinary a buildingi that Dcedalus czmm 
to Egypt on purpofe to fee it, and built the 
Labyrmth in Crttt for King Minos on the mo- 
del of this* But little is now to be feen 
of thefe boafted pieces of art, but heaps of 
ruins» broken pillars, (battered walls, and 
Cornices, many of which are of a kind of 
brown marble. 

Going over the fpot where this magnificent 
ftrudore once flood, I came to the foundation 
of an oblong fquare building formed of a red«- 
difli ftone or marble. Some femicircular pilaf- 
ters placed upon it, have only one hewn flone 
at the bottom and all the remains of the edi- 
fice above are of brick plaidered over. What 
ever this building was, it feems to have been 

S aired in this rough manner. More to the 
are the remains of an oblong fquare edi- 
fice of white hewn ftone plaiftered over, with a 
fort of bafe and plinth ranging round. Near 
this is a particular fort of ruliic building, that 
feems to have been a gate. At length we 
came to fome remains of die grand flrudure it- 
fclf, which is now called Ca/r Caroon^ or the 
caftle of Caroon. It had a portico of ruftic work, 
which is almoft entirely deftroyed, it being no 
where above fix feet high. Tlivc ftotvX. \^ tcvcy:^ 
ruined than any other part. The >3l>^v^^ ^^^i 
J the middle is fallen down : \>at via t\v<i oOw^t 
^rti, there arc 44 tiecs of ftouc, c^cV T^^T 



n 



doable cornices, and one of th 
fculptures of hawks. In a fa 
fide of the entrance to an inn 
is a niche cat with a fliell at tl: 
are feveral fmall niches in the i 
of the other apartments. 1 
' flones (catte>ed about the plaij 
ing^ among which are fevenl 
ieem to have compoied the (ha 
Having taken a full view o 
returned to Faitum, and fron 
with a caravan for C«r». Thei 
ixfTmniia, where we lay in th< 
under my tent; there being n 
a few huti inhabited by commi 
proceeded the next day to Dajh 
place I went the day after to Si 
thence to Qngod Cmron 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Author proceeds up the Nile, and among other 
Places gloves a De/cription of Archomounain, 
Manfalouth, Sciout, and other Places in the 
Way to Akmim. An Account of the miracw 
lous Serpent Heredy : Of the City ^ Akmim, 
and the Places in its Neighbourhood i and like- 

. *wife ^Menfheeh, Girge, Fourfhout, Den- 
ditXTLyandthe Antiquities ^/^Camack and Luxe- 
rein, containing a particular Defcription of the 
magnificent Ruins of the ancient City of Thebes. 

AS I had taken the refolution to fail on the 
Nile into Upper Egypt ^ the Conful pro- 
cured letters from the great Sheik 0/man Bey, 
the head and proteflor of the Arab race, to the 
Bey of Girge J the Prince of Akmim, and the 
great Sheik of Fourjhout. I made proviiion as 
for a long; voyage, purchasing a quantity of 
tobacco, nee, coffee, foap, red Ihoes, and other 
things for prefents, not forgetting arms and 
ammunition for our defence. I had the hap- 

?inefs to meet with a boat belonging to tha 
rince of Akmim^ and to be recommended to 
Malim Soliman, who was going in it. This 
was a very worthy Coptij for whom I fhall al- 
ways have the utmofl regard. He had the 
frincipal management of the affairs of that 
rince, though he would never accept of any 
office under mn?. It was thought ijio^^x xV^x. 



auuui iny necK» nanging down t 
other occafions a fheet of tb 
broueht round my body and c 
Befides, I had the blue garment • 
is put on over all, to go out wit 
in diiguife with the boatmen. 1 
I fet out with my fervant and dn 
terpretcr, on the 6th of Decembi 
I embarked in a fmall hired boat 
came up to the great boat at Tm 
is on the ifland that I fuppofe to 
ifle of HeracUopolis^ made by a 
from the Nile to the old bed of 
der the hills. Tlie great boats, 
in which we embark^, have a n 
middle, and another towards the 
of the boat is covered with matti 
of pcJes fet upright, with others 
the top of them ; under which fh 
pie fit, and in the night take the 
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loat to defend it from being attacked by 
ersy and to hinder people from coming 
itely to the fide of the boat, as they fome-p 
s do, to fteal any thin|; within their reach, 
a the 8thy having little wind, we went 
re on the eaft, at the convent of St. An^^ 
\ There, as in moft of the monafterics in 
>/y the prieils are feculars, and live in the 
'eat with their wives and children. Seve-> 
»f them were employed in carrying ftones* 
;pair their convent; and, taking us for ofv 
8 who came to demand the poll-tax, told us,. 
»ur a(king how many there wiere of them, 

there wer^ no more than we faw : bu| 
»ar undeceiving them, they (hewed us their 
/enty which is walled ronnd, to defend thexn 
n robbers. They have a tolerable church, 
ihew feveral things that have a relation to 
Antbonyy who, they fay, went from thence 
» the defart bv the Red Seat where he was tho 

founder ot the monadic life. As crocoi 
« are hardly ever feen fo low as this, they 
fond of ftories that they can go no lower, 
. that if they come fo far, they tarn on their 
ks. There are no churches about the coun-^ 
but fuch as are tenned monafteries, becaufe 
s probable that few besides tho(e of the mo* 
Series were fuffered to remain. 
Ne afterwards came up to Benefitief^^ a 
m about a mile round, but very ill built of 
>nmt brick ; though it is the capital of t\\6 
fvince of the fiune name, and the refidenc^ 

' iftufoefi according to Mr, Norden^ 



»..,.x« vsAAAiucii ui mis ituif wi 
being wove fo as to {ttve. for 
being cut. After pafling I 
places, we reached Bibehf a 
which there is a convent of 
foon after came up with the ifle 
is a very fruitful fpot, plant 
and cucumbers : thefe were 
about fix feet afunder, with 
wheat ftuck in obliquely over t 
them from the weather; and in 
are (heltered by a fort of rufh 
trench. Here we lay by at nig 
On the 9th we proceeded up 
met with nothing remarkable 
when we came to fome hills on 
end at the river. The men bi 
tow the boat along, 1 went al 
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oond. Among thefe ruins I faw flill landing 
i large pillar with a Corinthian capital, on the 
op of which was a fquare (lone, that was pro- 
lably to fet fome ftatue upon. I had alfo a 
iew of a very fine gate of the Corinthian or- 
ier, and of excellent workmanihip. Near this 
ilace is a village of Chriftians called Ehadie^ 
yhofe ereatefl fecurity among fuch bad neigh- 
)ours ieems to be a notion that has prevailed, 
hat no Mahonutan can live there. Higher up is 
\j£loni^ fituated near a mile to the weft of the ri« 
rer. This town,which makes a tolerable appear- 
mce» is about a mile round , and the fhops are 
veil built. It is at the head of nine villages, 
vhich compofe a fmall principality belonging 
:o Mecca^ and fubjedt to the Emir Hadge, who 
s commonly one of the ereateft Beys, and has 
;he care of condu6iing the caravan to Mecca. 
This perfon appoints a Sub-governor of the 
zountry, who lives in as much flate as the Ca- 
Ihifs. This place annually fupplies Mecca with 
390,000 adeps or facks of corn, which is fent 
by the way of Cairo^ Suez, and the Red Sea ; 
it being a very rich corn country. 

About three miles from Meloni is the village 
:iif Archomounainf on the ruins of an ancient 
city, which I fuppofe to be Hermopolis, It feems 
to have been of an irregular form, extending 
ibove a mile from eaft to weft, and more than 
^alf a mile from north to fouth. It is fituated 
icar two miles from the river, and little ap- 
>cars but heaps of nibbiih all over xke ^\Xfc <^^ 
he old city, except sl grand portico o^ ^tv ^:^- 
?77f tempJe, conMinz of tweVvO vv^^^^^^ ^^^ 
Vol. XIL M * ^^ 



We failed on^ and all the 
to Manfcdouth * obfcrved \ 
jnountains, [once the abed 
occupie4 at prefent by a f 
follow the profeffion of pirai 
They have a Scheik, bat do 
farther than they pleafe : nc; 
ble themfelves about the 7i 
which often purfues them to 
beries ; but they fhelter ther 
into the mountains. In difFei 
rocksy the echoes are fo dift 
gle fyllable is loft.] I obfei 
xngs into the mountains, 
rums of walls built with un 
the river up the fide of the 1; 
ther is a convent cut out 
church of which is ferved bv 
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opie believe that the holy family (laid till the 
;ath of H^rod. [The mofgues of Manfalouth 
ve it a beautiful appearance at a difbuice. 
be adjacent country is very fertile, and we 
bd there all forts of fruit in abundance. Op- 
)fite this town, on the eaftem border of tne 
\le^ there is a C»pti convent abfolutely inac* 
ffible. Thofe that would enter it are obliged 
get themfelves raifed up in a bafket, by 
eans of a pulley ; from wliuence it has obtain-^ 
: the name of Uie ^»Utf CsttveHt.] 
On the 15 th we paired b^^ Sa'out*, about 
o miles from the nver, which I went to 00 
f return. It is finely fituated on an emi- 
nce that is divided into three parts, beinf 
g;heft at each end, and is in the midft of « 
ry fine countrv. There is a large lake by 
p city» filled bv a canal from the Nik, over 
lich there is a bridge of three Gothic arches. 
tii% may be reckoned one of the befl cities in 
jft •' it is well built, and adorned with gar* 
Ds, which extend about two miles from th« 
ith-^il to the north-weft. A Caihif refide» 
tt, who governs the province of Sciouf. 
lere is a C$f/i biihop with about 500 Chri^ 
vts in the town, whofe church is a league 
; the hills to the eaft being at about dae 
iance, and cut into a great number of grot* 
I. This I fupf)ofe to oe Antsfofelisj the ca- 
:al of a province of that name, 10 called from 
^^usy who was overcome by Htrcubs, [The 
Dve gronoB are made in the mouxiUaxi ^aS^s^ 

Mr. MraSf» calJa it Sciuut. 



1 24 Dr. Pococ K e's travels 
^fihehat 4 Koffirif which yon afcend for tw« 
hours before you arrive at tbt? firrt ^:ite ; trA 
having palled it, yoa enter a great faloon, f^p- 
ported by hexagonal pillars contrived in tU 
rock iifdf* The rocka are adorned with psam- 
jngs, which are plainly to be diftinguifheif evfi 
^t prefcnt, and the gold that was employfl 
there gliciers on all fides. We perceive fome 
openings leading to other apartments, bat tHef 
are Hlled with rubbifh. There is another apart- 
jncnt above, to which you may arrive, tho«^ 
with great difficulty, by cKmbin^ up on tlie 
outfide. It is fjnaller than the firft and ha? rw 
pillars, hut is painted like the other. On tii^ 
fide of this fecond f^iloon is ^ tomb of the f»rae 
Jlone with the mountain, with which they fora 
a continued body. One is open and the other 
clofed, but almofl buried in the fand- Th» 
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iht ihafts of the pillars are enriched with hier- 
oglyphics, executed in a more mafterly manner 
tkaD any 1 have feen in Egypt, It appears to 
have been a very magnificent building, not only 
hoxa the portico, but from the vafl Hones that 
are ieen about it ; one I found to be 2 1 feet 
lcmg» eight broad, and four deep ; and ano- 
ther 30 feet long* and five broad. At fome 
diftance> behind the portico, is a ilone fbaped 
like the top of an obeliik; on one fide is a niche> 
as if for a ilatue, and hieroglyphics are cut on 
iu On the i6th we came to the territories of 
the Prince of Akmim^ which begin at Raigny. 
Near this place is the grotto of the famous 
ferpent called Heredy *, mentioned by tra- 
vellers. 

[This grotto is the tomb of a pretended 
Turkifi Saint, and is adorned with a cupola 
raifed above the mountain. The Jrabs afiirm 
that Scheik Berrdy^ having died in this place, 
was buried here, and that God, by a particu- 
lar favour, transformed him into a ferpent that 
never dies ; but heals difeafes, and beftows fa- 
vours on all who implore his aid. It appears, 
however, that this miraculous ferpent makes 

• Mr. Norden calls him Haridi, and from that 
gentleman, who carefully informed himfelf of the 
particulars, we have given its hiftoiTj and the fol- 
lowing remarks on that pious fraud, on which he 
juftly obfeiTes, that abfurd as it is, it is not more 
lb than the vulgar belief amotvgft. iVvc ^tvc\^tv\.^^- 
ggaM-, atteHed by very credible ^vX-Vots^ cA iE^^vXa- 
ftrkr entering into a ferpent, and vin et >5^^"t '^^'^^ 
ein^ brought to Rqme and cuvm^ ^ ^^^^^^^^;;; 
M 3 ^^ 



and make a vow to recompe 
trouble ; but fend a fpotlefs vi 
portant emba/Ty : for die fair 
any influence on him, and if 1: 
be the leaft fullied, he would 
On her entering into his prt 
him a compliment, and with 
fabmiiiiony intreats him to fufi 
carried to the perfon who wan 
The feroent, who can refufe n 
virtue, begins at firft with moi 
virgin redoubles her intreatie 
the reptile fprings up to her n 
in her bofbm, and there remai 
It is earned in ftate in the mic 
snations to the houfe of the 

fatched the Ambaf&dreis. 
rouficht into the room, than 



iireMiH EGYPT. u^y 

aitdiatcly diiappear. In vain would they fearch 
for him, he u no where to be fonnd; and 
ihoold he even have been carried to the other 
£de of the NUe^ he would be able to return in- 
Tifibly to the tomb. In ihort, the JraSs boldly 
aflerty that if this ferpent was cut in pieces, 
die parts would join aeain upon the (jpot, and 
that this attempt could not put an end to hit 
fife, fince it was deftined to be immortal. 

The CMjNoMs, who claim a fujperior degree 
of wifiJom to the Jrah, vory pioufly believe 
that this pretended Saint is the Devil himfelf, 
who, by the juft judgment of God is per* 
mscted to miilead this blind and ignorant jpeo- 
pie ; and they are confirmed in this belief, hy 
ft tradidbn that it was to this place the Angel 
Rafhoil baniihed the Devil J/moiii *. But I 
am p^rfuaded that both the Arabs and thefe 
Chniftians ofiend againil the rules of reafon. Be- 
fore we confider a thing as miraculous or fu- 
pematural, it is necelTary to be certain whedier 
the faA be real ; whether the circumftances are- 
fuch as are pretended, and whether any fraud is 
vfcfl. I agree that the ferpent is there ; it cannot 
be denied; but he cannot be immortal, he un« 
doubtedly dies like other (erpents, and thePrieA» 
who draw a profit from htm, fnbftitute another 
of the fame kind in his room. Were they indeed 
to cut the ferpent in pieces, and were tfte flirts 
jfcen. to join again, it might be efteemed an in« 
conte^ble proof of its immortality ; but tK^'t 
ou/id never be brought to tlial* a.tv4. >nV<w^ ^^ 

^ 72^// riS. 3^ 
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Emir Jkmim ordered them to n 
in his prefence, the Priefts excul 
from the experiment. The vir 
Ambajdadrefs is fecured by her bi 
as to be free from fufpicion; an 
known to be attracted by certai 
herbs, with which the girl may ^ 
Icaft /he is adorned with chapleti 
of flowers, in which they take ca 
get fuch as are agreeable to the 
3iort, if it be afked how it is p< 
Ihould difappear from the figh 
people, I anfwer, that it is fufi 
ceive that thefe Priefts are excel 
and there will be no difficulty : 
them capable of conveying away 
the prefence of a great number 
without the moft attentive and 
being able to perceive it : whoeve 
tricks daily played by the mount 
great fquare before the caftle c 
have been ftruck with feats much 
able than this.] 

On the 17 th we arrived ^LtAkm 
about a mile to the eaft of the : 
en a fmall eminence that feems 
raifed by art, and a canal from 
compares moft part of the town. 
pole to be Panopolisy anciently fan 
crb in ftone, and for the linen ma 
prcfcnt the inhabitants make c 
i I is now the refidencc of the Pri 

* By Mr. Nor den named /Ictwiiin 
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wlio enjoys the title of Emir or Prince. Thia 
haiAlyy two or three generations ago, came 
Ikoin* Barbaryy and took fuch meafures' as to 
become governors of a large territory, by rent- 
»^ the land, according to cuftom, of the Grand 
Sig&ior. This refembles the other towns of 
th/e Jrahsi only the flreets are wide»; the 
qjiUMns of their houfes are of burnt brick, but 
all the refl of bricks only dried in the fun. Se- 
veral pillars of red granite ftand in a fquare of 
the town, and in a mofque I faw many pil> 
lajrs of granite and other marble, probaWy taken 
&o<n an ancient temple, fome of the ruins oF 
which are ftijl to be feen. In the portico of 
another mo&jue is a piece of grey granite five 
leet long, and near two broad, on which there 
was- a Greek in(cription th^ has been almoft en- 
torely eraied. As [ was recomniended to the 
Fvancifcan Miffionaries by their Prefeft, I went 
CO their convent, where I dined and fupped 
with them in their hall, and the firft day many 
of the Catholic Coptis came to fee me, there be- 
uig about 2000 Chriftians in and about the 
town,, and I was told that 200 of them arc 
converts to the church of Rome. 

While here 1 went with my friend Malim ^0^ 
Emauy to wait on the Prince with a letter from 
€)j6aan Bey, and a prefent of feveral glafs vef- 
feis. He was not dreffed like an J^rah, but 
appeared in a ^urkijh habit, and received me 
with great civility. He is much beloved by his 
fiiibje6l5, particularly the Cbrijlians, viV^\*^^ 
BOW, and in the time, of \\\s fat\ve\, V^n^ "^5^^ 
m dgpod footing here ; for xVt tcvsj.^"^^ ^^ ^^ 
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prefent Prince was a Cbriftian flavc, and new" 
ioH lier regiird to thofe of that religion, and 
this Priace i^ thought to beimichincHaedttMlt 
way. The Miffiouaries a.t iirll: came here Km- 
der the charatler of phyficianiij and were re- 
ceived by this Prince's father, as well as by hi|»- 
felf, iuio their palaces. Some years ago tW ks^ 
mer was ri ecu led to the governirient above, <£ 
being a Chriftian^ on v/hieh 500 fbldicTs WCIB 
fent to condud bim to Cairo^ but cfcapii^ 
with the MiiHonaiies to the mountainsj ^d 
Ijaving friends at Cairc^ the ibldierjs vvere n^ 
called, and he returned to hie capital : bst 
4ibout a year after died fuddenl^ greatiy 3^ 
men ted by his people. 

We fpenta day in vifiting forac places widi- 
cut the town, and proceeded three miles bo the 
call to the uninhabited convent of the utartyrs. 
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Ue for horfcs. This may have been a retreat 
in times of perfecution, and be afterwards fre- 

3otfnted on account of the fine water which 
iftils in drops from the rocks, and is the only 
vattr I met with in Egypt^ that does not cer- 
tainly come from the Nile, Near it are fever^ 
f lottos and little cottages, probably built by 
the Cbriftianst who fometimes come and fpend 
a day here, and have fervice in the church* 
Leaving this valley we went to the well to a 
ifillage called Ei-Gourney, over which the hills 
are cut into fepukhral grottos in feveral ftories 
about three quarters of the way up ; fome of 
thcfe arc fingle rooms ; others have two or 
three> one within another; they hare moftly 
liuce niches in them about three feet deep> and 
three feet from the ground, being cut up to 
the cklino^y in which they doubtlefs depoiited 
their dead. I obferved many bones and Iwathes 
lyittfir about. Several of the rooms were paint- 
ed, but without figures, only one had an I6if 
leprerented in the cicling, and fome very odd 
figures on the fides, particularly a man tied to 
the body of a four footed bead. 

I alfo went to two ancient magnificent con* 
rents on the weft fide of the Nile. On our 
pafiing though Souadgy^.t.Cepti invited us to 
take coffee, and a collatioh of dates, treacle 
and bread, and would not be rcfufed : he there. 
fore laying a carpet before his door, we fat 
down and complied with his invitation. At our 
departure he generoufly prefied us to return and 
take a lodging at his houfe, or to dine with him 
the next daj. Leaving Ac lON^iia. n«i^ ^^^ ^^^ 



young woman fitting by the way 
with brafs ornaments about he 
paiTed by fevcral fmall lakes mad 
i] owing of the A7/p, covered w 
number of wild fowl than I ha 
fcen, and at length came to the 
Der-Emhahfiaif which is furrouni 
half a mile in compafs. The 
quoins of the building are of A 
of the reft of brick. The gate t 
adorned with Corimhian pilafters 
blature above, with a relief of 
«ach fide ; but the greateft part 
is fallen down, and they now on 
the eaft end, which is endofed. 
have no place to carry a llranger 
pared a collation for us in the \^ 
church, which they always do, 
comes to whom they would fhei^ 
refpedt. We afterwards walka 
miles, and it being a £ne evenii 
turned, we took the rcfrclhmeni 
pared for us, feated on matts 
door of the chapel. They ftuck 
of the church into their cakes, 
dlellicks, and we took our rep' 
pel. The next morning we vii 
convent, which is above a mile 
and built of hewn ftone. We o 
remains of ancient pillars and 
granite, in and about both th< 
that I conjedure the city of Croc 
tioned by Piclcmy, was here, a 
havi: a tradition that a lar^c city 
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•tie monaftery to the other. There are great 
marks of magnificence in both the churches, 
and thcfe convents were doubtlefs eredled on 
the firft eftabliihment of Chrijiianity in Egypt^ 
they being built according to the archite^ure 
of the Greeks after it began to decline : and as 
I faw a fculpture of an eagle with a crofs be- 
'fore it, and another eagle on a crown, they 
made me conjedlure, that this great convent 
was eredled by the Emprefs Helena, The 
churches of both the convents are built after 
the (ame model, with columns of the Corinthian 
order, but not executed in the bell manner ; 
feveral of them have a crofs inftead of the rofe 
in the capital. The Pricfts of the great con- 
vent entertained us with coffee, and offered to 
kill a fheep, if we would Hay and dine ; but we 
proceeded through clouds of dull to Akmim ; 
for the wind being high, it raifed the fands to 
fuch a degree that we could fee no farther be- 
fore us, than if we had been in a thick fog ; 
and it was fo troublefome to our eyes, that we 
ihould rather have chofen the mod flormy wea- 
ther, attended with rain. 

I was at Akmim at Chrijlmasy and fat up ai- 
med all the night of the eve of that feflival to 
fee the Copti ceremonies in th« Roman church ; 
for though they are converts to the church of 
Romif they retain their own ceremonies, and 
only make fome few alterations in part of their 
prayers. As ibon as the fervice was ended, 
which was not hefort day, 1 had a. xtv^tt^k.^^t.i^'irK^ 
Malim Se/imatt^ that I muft pafc v\ve>wWic, ^v^ 
vithhim; accotedn^y I weuttoViU\vo>a&^ ^^ 
Vol. XII. N "^""^ 



and fowls fluffed with rice 

i was the only perfon at tht 

? plate, or that had a knife a 

m-law, with fome other of i 

at table ; for fo great a fuboi 

ed throughout all the eaft, w 

terent degrees and nations, t 

nor relations never fit before 

iefs they are feveral times dei 

a very nch dram was ferved, a 

wine of which I had made h 

given round. After we had 

walked out of the town to fee 

we had coifi* again, and the 

honfe.Afterfupperhealkedi 

thereor at the convent. Thus t 

jn the manner of a Turkilh vi 

Mine far bevnnH u.fc,«.»„.-.i.- 
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a (hare of every thing I had ; for it is the na- 
ture of the Arabs to defire whatever they fee. 
When we had agreed, the Coptis who were pre- 
fenty according to their cuflom, faid a prayer. 
MaUm Soliman and feme other friends attended 
me to the boat, and his fervants brought me 
a prefent of a large balket of bread, fome iinp 
cakes, and a iheep. At parting the Coptis faid 
a prayer, and wiihed me a fafe return, that w^ 
might again pray together. 
* I leh.Mmim on the 28th of December, and 
in ibme time came to Menjheeh *, a poor ill 
built town, about a mile in compafs ; but to 
liie fbath of it there are confiderable marks of 
a great city. It is furrounded by a fofTee, and 
allalong by the river are confiderable ruins of 
a g[uay, built with ihort piers to receive the 
boats into docks, where they might be fhel- 
tered from the weather, and in one part it is 
built in a femi-circle, with flights of fleps in 
di£erent parts. Among the ruins, I obierved 
leyeral pedeflals, cornices, and pieces of gra- 
nite. This feems to have been Ftokmais, men- 
dbned by Strabo, as the greateft city in the 
Thehaid. The Prince of Akmim having written 
to an officer of the town to give me iome let* 
ters for Jffbuan^ I waited on him with a pre- 
fent of rice and fbap, which are here accepta- 
ble ; he entertained me very civilly at his houfe, 
uid gave me letters to his friends at Jfouan* 
[ afterwards went to fee the Mafter of the 

f This appesurs to be the place c^W^^^^i "^"^^ 
Tar^, MeJcJbU. ^ , 

N 2 ^^"^^ 
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vefTdin which I came from CaitG^ who had U* 
VI ted me to his houfe. He entertained me willi 
coffee, and a hot (liarat^^ as they call it* mdc 
with fugar and ginger ; bat people of fapcrtor 
rank uJe cmamL>n, and drink it like tea. We 
fat round a pan of cods» and three Mah^mtmi 
fung Arnhian fongs, beating time with ^C 
handii, and playing on a tambour, 

[1 went lo the bazarj and fonnd it belter fn 
niflied than thofe I had met with elfewhcK. 
Indeed the barques ufually flopping here con- 
tribute to render this a place of trade, and 
commodities are brought thither every market 
^'Ay^ becnufe the people are always fure of fell- 
ing ihem. This place is famous for a fort of 
fweetmeat, made here in great quantities, of 
which the Turh and Jrah are very fond. 
There are here great numbers of very handfome 
pigeon houfcs. The town has a mofquc, and 
likewifc a very large church -yard, where one 
may ohferve the different monuments m^ 
which thcv honour the memory of the dead* 
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of other women is blue. Her head, neck, 
srms and legs were adorned with abundance of 
trinket?^ ; hut all thefe embellifhments did not 
charaderifc her fo well as her impudent air» 
and lafcivious (rcflures. One would think that 
thcfc fort of women mud, in all countries, have 
a common mark of diAindlion : this however^ 
Had an extraordinary one, which was, that fhe . 
infinitely exceeded all others in uglincfs. 

The Chriftian Cnpti^ as alfo the profelytes 
it Propaganda have in this town, and even tliro* 
all the dominions of the Prince of Akmim very 
great privileges : they are not afraid here to 
ftrike a MuJ/u!man ; though in other places they 
cannot do it without running the riique of be^ 
ingmurdered.] 

The next day we purfued our voyage, and 
tfter fome time had hish rocky hills to the call, 
that are almoft perpendicular, in which there 
are many grottos. We foon reached Gir^e, on 
the weft ; this is the ca]3ital of Said or Upper 
Egypt ; it is near two miles in compaO, and is 
pretty well built. The Sangiack or Govrrnor 
of Upper Egypt refides here. I went to the 
convent of the Francifcan Miflionaries, who pali 
for phyficians, but have privately a church. 
and about ico converts ; but they are frequent- 
ly in great clanger from theinfolenceof the fol- 
dierst fo that they have been two or three times 
forced to fly, and their houfe has been plun- 
dered. I was conducted by one of iVvt ^'8\\^v^\^ 
to the Caininc^n of the town, wVvo v\ OcC\^^ 
Crayernor in the ab/encc of the V^ev* wv^ V^'"^"^, 
Q 4 dropiy^ had him called iw loV\Vv\ Vvvsv, 



138 Dr, PococKi'a TRAVELS" 

Jbewed this great man the letter I had frQH 
m£itf Bey to the Sangiack of Girgty and hi 
inade bim a prefcnt of two boxe^ of / 
f runellas, he gave me a letter to J£huan^ 
the catara£l* We then went to the Aga^ 
janizaries, who was, according to their eg 
fitting under the gate- way leading to his I 
He received us with much civilityj he h 
been one of the father's patients, and | 
me four letiersj I fent him the fame pre 
had made thcCaimacani* Afterwards we 
cd on a Turk^ who, J was informed, had 
fu peri or command over the Jamzaries c 
caftle of Jl£ltmn\ to him I gave a letter frc 
Prince of jikmim^ and to the prefent I ma 
others, added a large baiket of rice, i 
not t^ive us a very polite reception ; bui 
d ere d why t]ie/"r^j!riF vifited the cataraflj 
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itppermoft ; on thefe they make another floor, 
and then put on another layer of jars, and fo a 
third, which laft are fo difpofed as to trim the 
float, and leave room for the men to go be- 
tween. On each fide they have four long poles, 
with which they dired its motion down the 
river. 

On the 3d of January^ the wind not favour- 
ing us, we flopped at a place about three milet 
from Furjhout *. We mounted on afles with- 
out bridles, and only a piece of coarie cloth 
tied on the back for a faddle ; but the Prefident 
of the convent having notice of our arrival, 
iR>on met us with horfes, on which we rod* 
into Furjhout^ which is a poor ill built ruinous 
town, about a mile round. Yet here reiidcs 
the Great Sheik, who is Governor of all the 
country on the weft, almoft as far as AJ/buan. 
The adjacent country is very pleafant, all tha 
roads to town being planted with acacia- trees. 
Here the Frand/can Miflionaries have a con- 
vent under the name of phyiicians, and have a 
large laloon where they receive their compa- 
ny, which in private (erves for a chapel. I 
waited on the Sheik's Secretary, with a pre- 
fent of five or fix pounds of coffee ; in return 
he (ent a live fheep to the convent to entertain 
me with, and introduced me to the Sheik, who 
was in the Arab drefs, fitting in a corner of his 
room by a pan of coals : he rofe on my entrance, 
and on my leavine him, I eave him three letters^ 
and my fervunt o/ooght in my ^xtfeoiX, ^\!w\^ 

* M. ^arJkx calls dus plact Far/i«i«t. ^^^ 



J40 Dr. Pococke's travels 
confiflcd of two boxes of prundlas, two of 
othcf fwEetmeati, and fome glafs vei^els. He 
afted where I intended to go? I told him to 
the c;±taraiS. He replied with a good matured 
fmilc, that a boat of Frmiks * latelj' went op \ 
and tliat the people faid they came to difcover 
the way into the co nil try, in order to return 
and taice it, and then defired to know uhm I 
wanted to fee ? I told him the ruined dries. He 
obicrved ihat we had not fach rums in England^ 
imd afkcd whether if they fhould go into our 
coantrv'^, we would permit them to fee ever^r 
thing; adding, that he would give me letters 
and a man to go with me ; fo that J might 
be afiurtid I Ihould travel fee ore] y, I after- 
wards went to fee the Sheik's garden, which in 
the middle was planted with vines, and in tKe 
other parts like an orchard with orange, \^* 
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On the pth about midnight we arrived at 
^enderay which is furrounded with woods, and 
tuated about half a mile from the river ; but 
id not chufe to go much about, on account of 
:s being the firft day of the great Turkijh feaft 
tairam, after the concluiion of their month of 
ifling. Some of our men went to the mofqne 
a a gown of white cotton fewed up before, a 
abit of ceremony worn in thofe parts ; and 
loffibly the ufe of the furplice might take its 
i(e from this, as a veft of ceremony worn when 
hey went any where in high drefs. Having 
etters to 1^0 Mahometans here, I carried them 
bme fmall prefents, and they recommended me 
o the Governor, who fent his brother with me 
o Amara^ which lies about a league to the 
buth> where are the ruins of the ancient Ten- 
yra. The inhabitants were great worfhippers 
»f Venus and IJis^ to each of whom they built a 
emple. From the many heaps of ruins that 
ire ieen here, the city appears to have been 
arge, and to have been much frequented fince 
:he time of its ancient fplendor. People feem 
:o have lived in the temples, and to have built 
:heir houfes of unburnt brick near them : in 
particular there are feveral on the top of the 
jreat temple, which is 200 feet long, and 45 
jroad. The chief remains of the ancient 
buildings are very near each other. Thefe are 
rwo ga^es and four temples, that feem to 
lave a relation to each other. The grand tem- 
ple already mentioned appears entire ; only 
fome apartments, which feem to have been at 
the top, are deHroycd, atvd (vy. at fes^\i ^^ '^^ 



\^^\s^ 
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rooms below are filled up* There are ttl 
fiigJits of lleps CO ihc topj and the piJlars art 
adorned with large capitals of the head of ^jf 
and over them compartments m baflb rdlc^'i 
of excclletit fculptitre, finely executed, in thi 
Left tafte and work man (hip of any I have feci 
in £gypt; each capital corjfifting of four fad 
face & J one on each iidc, with the compartmeEt 
of relief over them : and I conclude that the; 
inuft have been executed by one of the bci 
Cfrd fcnlptors. At ihe end of the grand roois 
are four ftories of hieroglyphics* in feven com 
partments, each having two or three human fi 
gures, fome of which are defaced. There an 
alfo four ftoriea of hieroglyphics on the oai 
fide; and probably, before the ground wa 
raifed, there were hve both with ia and with 
cut. On the outfide of the fomh end ajn 



through EGYPT. 141 

very light, and much efteemed : but 

could never be prevailed on to make the 

with broad bottoms, that they might 

without danger of falling ; fo that the 

e are obliged to fet them in wooden 

little higher up on the weft, we pafTed by 
"at, where are made thofe Urge jars that 
irried down the ftream on floats, on whick 
iw people placing them for the voyage. 
little farther we came up with Kept, a vil« 
It fome diftance from the river. This wa$ 
incient Coftes^ which is inhabited both 
le Egyptians and Jraiianji for the Nib 
r the city running to the weft, this was 
rft convenient place for Carrying on thd 
to the Red Sea, the river being nearer to 
re than at any other place mIow : and 
with the difficult navigation of the Red 
) the north, caufed the trade for the mer- 
lifes of India and Jrahia to take this chan. 

In the early ages of Chriftianity this 
lecame famous for the great reibrt of C^^/* 
to it in times of perfecution ; and this 
i firft rife of the name of Coftij, which it 
i the Mahometan gave in derifton to the 
}iaHj of Egypt. 

length coming to the port of CouSf we 
two miles through a flat country full of 
-trees, to that miferable town built of un- 
; brick. It was the ancient ApolUmpolis^ 
s iituated on an artificial embence; but 

are no remains except of one fmoll tern* 
9n which it a Grf«/luik«(^otL yq^^j^^^'^'k 
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of AfullQ and the other Deities worHiipped | 
While I was viewing this temple, one 01 
great Sheik*s otHcer^s in a Tmkijh drefs, tii 
and afed luc with much civility to dnnfcS 
fee ; but it being late I declined the invitaj 
1 afterwards went to the great Sheik's S^ 
tary, to be introduced by him to his mi 
and made him a fmall prefent* Wc fat ^ 
on a mat in the open coartj where our hi 
v^erc ried ; and 1 was treated with very il 
ferent fare, confining of an ill tailed { 
mixed with oil, onion Sp bread and water j 
entertainment concluded with colfee. I 
which be went with me to the Sheik, i^ 
we found laid down to take his rcpofe \ 
fopha, in a fmall room^ dreifcd in a kill 
blue fhirt over fome other garments, witk 
of his officers fitting by him. I went up N 
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Encamp there, I fhould fee every thing with 
Jie greatet fafety; 

I very readily complied with this advice, and 
>n the 1 2th proceeded with a man the Sheik 
lad fent to conduft mej and (lopping oppofite 
:o Zeniehf where the Sheik of Carnack has his 
efidence, I the next day went to that Sheik 
vith a letter I had from his fuperior, and the 
j\Lei\L oi Fourjhoutf and making him a prefent, 
ic treated me very civilly, and fent me a Iheep 
n return. I now went to Canack^ which i& 
jftrt of the ancient Thebes^ where; there are ruins 
•)f a moll magnificent temple : but on my be- 
j^itining to me^fure the firfl gate I came to, the 
nan the Sheik of Fourjhout had fent with me, 
bvho had no authority here, told me, I mufl not 
venture to do fo, without the permiilion of the 
^at Sheik, who had encamped near the river ^ 
3n which ordering him to conduct me to hini, 
he brought n)e to the village of Carnack, where 
1 found the Sheik I had been \Vith in the morn- 
ing, who freely gave me leave to meafure and 
write down What I pleafed, on which I return- 
ed to the temple ; the Sheik himfclf (laid with 
me there two or three hours, and -the people 
of the village feeing me meafnring came about 
me. I dined in the temple ; and having order- 
ed my boat to lie near the Sheik's camp, 1 ia 
the evening waited On him in his tent, on which 
he invited mc to fup with his fecretary; bur I 
excufed myfelf, and returned to my boat, ac- 
companied by the Secretary, who cominjr on 
board, partook of fome refrefhments. Thefe 
encampments arc in the recMlsix iciasiTi^t ^S. -wx 

Vol, XIL O, 'a:ims -, 
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srmy : in the middle was the h 
of the Sheiks, who fat in a co 
coDipanied by three or four of I 
this manner dicy encamp about l 
to get in their tributes, which ar 
I continued here, and had the li 
ing the temple as often as I pie; 
confl:antly drefllng my dinner in 
bringing it to the temple. The 
longing to the Sheik one day pa£ 
number of pcrfons rode into t 
talked to me ; I was alfo once \ 
the Sheik's Ton of the place, i 
ine to a part of the temple inl 
men, and giving them notice to 1 
way, I went in and viewed it. 
wife, the Cala, or firft officer of t 
and dined with me, and I made 
which he returned, by fending 
[The great and famous city 
on both fides of the river ; ace 
it v.-as built by O/J*;//, and acco] 
by Bi^JJns the Second,] who ap 
cuit; adorned it with mag; 
ings, and rendered it not only i\ 
city of Egypt ^ but of the whole 
called Diojpclisy or the city of [ 
tcrvvards it obtained the name 
opulence and power were every 
and Hotr.er tliui fpcaks of it : 

2\ot a/I prcuil Thches* wiri*i'al 
Tkc '-zL-QrW ! ^rcat EmpreJ) on th* 
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That fprtads htr lotifuefts o^er a ihtrnfinti ftates^ 
And pours btr f^erocs through a hundred gates j 
Tnve hundred horjemen, undt^wo hundred cms. 
From each «wide portal ijfutng to the 'wars* 

PoPB. 
Diodorus fays, ** We have heard that not on- 
this King, buc many of his fucceifors were 
nbitious to improve the city with prcfents of 
)ld and filver, with ivory and a multitude of 
^loiTal ftatues^ and that there was no city un- 
T the Sun fo adorned with obeliflcs of one cn- 
r© ftone. Of four temples that were of an 
nazing (ize and beauty^ there was one tho 
oft ancient of all, whofe circumference was 
irteen ftadia, its height forty-five cubits, and 
le thicknefs of its walls twenty-four feet. The 
Aildtnss indeed have remained to moderii 
mes, but the gold and filver, and all the coftly 
ory and precious ftones, were pillaged by the 
erjians, when Camhvfis fet fire to^the temples 
F Egypt. 'Tis faidthat the Perfians having 
ansferred this opulence to Afia, and havin^r 
irried artifts with them from Egypt ^ built thole 
lagniHcen^ palaces PerfepoUs, Sufa^ and others 
I Media* So great, they fay, were the riches 
f Egypt at that time, that from the rubbilh 
fter plundering and burnings was taken more 
lan 300 hundred taients of gold, and oi iilvcr 
300 talents."] 

The hundred gates above mentioned wi 
ommonly thought to have bccw iJMt ^ii».^ ^^ 
e city; bat there are no f\gt\s c^? vi^XX'^ xv^vvc^^ 
nor were walled towns cQW\ii\ow \tv ^.?»it*' 
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however, as it b obferved that zoo armtd 
chafiots could be fent out of tliem, others 
r.Tther fuppofe them to bclor>g to the palaces of 
the Frinces md gvcut mt'n, who could on in 
emergency fend chariots to the war. Of tk 
fpur rcmaikable tiimples, that which I now 
viewed, was doubtlefs that twctitiorred bf 
pki/oiuj SkuU^r a^ of a nioil extraordinary 
iizii; the ruins of this flupendous buildijig ck- 
tending near half a mile in length ; the dc- 
fcription he here gives of the height and thief;* 
neli of the walls h^s been thought to by 
vevy extrav^tgant, and beyond all the rule pf 
prohability, yet it will appear to any otie wbo 
exainineii the remains of this temple^ that In 
both thcfe refpcits they in fome parts exceed 
the accnimt given by Ditu^onts^ 
^ To xUh temple there are no lets thao eight 
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r than the lifey of exqaiiite workmanHiip ; 
rther on each (ide are colofTal figures about 15 
et high, with hieroglyphics under them ; and 
this latter manner the other gates are adorn-* 
I ; but without the compartments. On each 
le of thefe gates, there aifb (eem to have been 
•loiTal flatues. On the outfide of the firft 11 
llatue of red granite on one fide, and on the 
her, a ftatue of a kind of granite that feems 
»mpofed of fmall pebbles ; one alfo remains 
Ithin of white marble without the head. On 
eafunnc; the head of one of them I found ic 
/e feet fix inches long. The next gate is very 
ach ruined and has only two ftories of coloi- 
1 figures to the fouth, and one to the north, 
he third gate has hieroglyphics all round, and 
»lofial figures of men, and here are remains 
' a fiatue of white marble, the head of which 
IS a (erpent on its cafque ; this head mea- 
red four feet and a half from the top to the 
wer part of the neck. The fourth gate is 
)w a hcnp of ruins, before which are fome 
eccs of a fiatue of red granite, the trunk of 
hich I found to be feven feet and a half broad, 
o the eaft of this gate, before the main build* 
g, is a large pond, that was probably a refer- 
)ir of the Nile water for the ule of the temple, 
'he Greeks gave to thefe gate ways the name 
' ante-eates or veftibules. From them walls 
ere built, that not only extended to the other 
itcs, to make the entire enclofure of tK« 
mple, but to enclofc • parUoA^x ^o>wxa ^^- 
een the gates and that (Itu^>3ii^% _^. 
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There is another fuperb entrance aboi 
paces to the weft, with the fame kind of i 
of fphynxes leading to a gate-way, and 
rcll have the appearance of extraordinary 
nificcncc. The grand entrance to the weft, 
may be called either a gate or a front 
great court before the temple, is extremely 
and yet has the greateft plainnefs and fim] 
without any hieroglyphics or other orna 
and very nearly relembles what we term t 
tic ; it is forty feet broad, the bottom I 
folid wall of that thicknefs. In the frc 
two ftories of fmall windows ; but the 
llory is fo ruined in many parts, that at 
tance it refcmbles battlements. 

Within this gate is a large open court 
a terrace eighty feet broad, and fix feet 
the ground, as it is now railed, to which 
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of men in fix compartments, above nine feec 
high and twelve wide, every compartment hav- 
ing the figures of three men. On entering the 
inner temple you find 16 rows of pillars ono 
way, and 18 another. The two middle rows 
are eleven feet in diameter, the others eighty 
with only capitals of fquare flone. Above the 
middle rows the temple was higher than in the 
other parts, having a fort of windows over the 
fpaee between every two pillars, with twelve 
lattices of ftone in each. Every part of this 
temple, both on thd infide and without, is co- 
vered with hieroglyphics^ and other reprefenta- 
tions. Within nowever are the fculptures of 
no human figure ; but oa the outfide, particu- 
larly on that to the north, are carved the repre- 
fejitations of battles with horfcs and chariot!«» 
one of which I obferved to be drawn by flags. 

But to proceed with the inner part. On each 
fide of the entrance into the eaft end of the 
temple is an obelifk 63 fett 4 inches high, and 
fix feet fquare. Farther to the call are two o- 
tbor obelilks 7 feet fix inches fquare, and 73 feet 
high ; but one of thefe lallis fallen down. All 
thefe obeliiks are of red granite, and are cm-er'd 
with hieroglyphics. At a fmall dillance from 
thefe obeliiks are two walls fcparatcd by an en- 
trance in the middle, and on the weft fide, of 
thefe walls arc colofTal bufts. Continuiug along 
the middle to the cafl we come to a fmalj rooin 
of red frranite, and all along arc a'^AX^TPi.t,^\^ 
tljat perhaps fervcd for the pr\e\\%. 

/ Jiaving fully examined iKeVc tvoVXa ^TcC\v^\a\- 
cs, the Shcik'aibn offered to £0 NNaVt^^'^*":^ 
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nn!es t<i the eaft nf Carftnck ; T gladly aCC 
his propoial, and Ke came early in the mon 
to the boat w-ith horfes* Upon this 1 k 
carpet on the bunk of the river, and ha^ 
entertained him with coiFee, we tti forward 
wards the lempk, ace om pained alio by 
Caia or ftcward of the Great Sheik* In 
rxcurfion, we faw that the ground where i 
fown, is laid in broad low hiltoclcs, round w 
there arc fm all irrcgdar channels, the earn 
beingfown on the top, but only near thee 
nels, in order that it may be the more e 
watered, by a fmall canal from rhe Nik w 
conveyi the water to all parts. About aoG 
to the north of the temple we faw a grand 
adorned with four compartments of hiero 
phics. The walls in the front of the tei 
between the pillars are now only about 7 



through E G Y P T. 153 

nd to the weft of it were fome remains of a 
rand gateway. 

On my return, I entertained my condu£lor5 
ath Qoktt at the boat, and the Sheik's fon 
aving ihewn me great civility, I made him 
jch a prefent as 1 thought would be agreeable 
him. Two days after I went to fee that part 
f Thebes which was to the weft of the river, 
nd is now called Gournou, On my going on 
hat fide, I fent to the Sheik, to whom 1 had 
letter from the great Sheik of Fourjhout^ on 
^hich he came to the boat, and conducted me 
G> his houfe at the village of Gournou. The 
ibeik there fumifhed me with hories, and we 
?t out to go to Bihan-el-Meluke. When we 
lad proceeded about a mile to the north, we 
ame to a kind of ftreet ; for the rocky ground 
in each fide rifing about ten feet high, had' on 
ach hand a row of rooms cut in it, fome of them 
upported with pillars ; and as there is not here 
he leaft fign of raifed buildings, I could not 
lelp imagining, that in the earlieft times, thefe 
averns might ferve as houfes, and be the firft 
nvention aUer that of tents, when they might 
le contrived as a better ftielter from the weather* 
nd the coldnefs of the nights. 

At length having paiTed through fome other 
alleys where the mountains arife to a great 
leight, we came to a round opening like an 
:mphitheatre, and afcending it by a narrow 
keep paftage, came to Biha^-eUMeluke ; that is, 
Vhegate, or court of the; Kxtv^-^ \ Vax^ \i€vw^ 
itf tepulchres of the Km^s oi Tbebeu ^\^ 
le where thcfc grot^s are \^ csy««i^ ^^"^ 
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''oagh flonea> that feem to have rolled frofi 
above, h may be about loo feet wide, mi thi 
hills on each tide are high Htxp ro€k% In whid 
the grottos are cat in a moil beaulifyl iitEfiD« 
in long pailages or galkiies under the moua 
tains, out of a clofe white freeilone^ that cul 
like chalky and is as fmooth as the ftuell Jlnca 
work. Four or five of thefc galleries, on 
within another, from 30 to 50 feet long, an 
from 10 to i^ feet high, generallv lead to 
fpacious room, in which is the King's toint 
with his figure cut in relief on the lid, or paini 
ed at full length upon it. Both the itdes a^ 
cieling of the rooms are cut with hieroglyphic 
of birds and hearts, fomc of them painted, an 
as fn^i as if they were but j nil £ni{bed, thoug 
they muft be above 2000 years old. 

One of thefe fepukhres in particular is ma. 
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and above fix feet broad^ the cover being auule 
to (hut ioto it. Upon it is cat the figure of the 
King in mezzo-relievo^ with an hicroglyphical 
infcription. The room is adorned with dif- 
ferent columns of hieroglyphics, with the fi- 
gures of men, bulls and hawks. 

In the fi^reat room belonging to another of 
the pottos IS the ftatue of a man with a fceptre 
ia his handy and on the cieling is painted a 
large figure of a man, holding a particular fort 
of fceptre, with wings hanging down lower 
than his feet, and covering his wnole body. On 
each fide of the entrance are four men cut in 
the fione above the natural fize, with the heads 
of hawks and other animals. 

Having with the utmoft pleafure viewed thefe 
extraordinary fepulchres of the Kings of Theses, 
by the help of the wax-lights we brought with 
us, being much fatigued, we a|;reed to fit 
down and take fome refrefhments in this retir- 
ed place, but unfortunately we had forgot to 
bring water, and the Sheik being in halte to go, 
we returned, and at our arrival at the boat the 
Sheik was fo obliging as to day and eat with 
me, which they rarely do. 

The next day I vifited two very extenfive a- 
partments cut in the rock on the fouth fide of 
thofe hills we went to the day before. To one 
of them is a defcent of ten fleps to a fpacious 
area cut in the rock, which leads to a room fup- 
ported by fquare pillars, alfo cut out of ^K^ 
rock, and beyond it is along lOom nov^^-^- 
JMrsott e»ch fide; all the apantRetvx.^'acT^'^^^'^^* 



apartments below. I there faw < 
ings, and there are probably a 
mcnts beneath as there are abov 
be apt to imagine that thefe wc 
tor the living, and that they \v 
the palaces of the Kings of Tbek 
not themfelves palaces for them 
order to avoid the heat. 

The other grotto is cut undei 
near the appearance of a grand e 
the mountains. The way to th 
by a valley which feems to have 
by walls or mounds into four par 
much deeper than the reft feems 
.1 refervoir of the water of the l\ 
others extend towards fome remai 
ing?. To the weft is a room ovt 

well fnrnr»#^ n-z-U nry^ ' 
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^e trunk: it is 21 feet broad at the fhou!- 
ders ; the ear is three feet long, and from the 
top of the head to the bottom of the neck is 
1 1 feet. In the firft court of the temple are 
two rows of fquare pillars, on each fide of 
which is a flatue, bat the heads of all of them 
are broke otfl Theie flatues have each the 
litaas in one hand, and the flagellum or whip 
in the other, as commonly feen in the flatue 
of Ofiris, In the fecond court are the remains 
of two colafTal flatues fitting, they are of black 
granite, and the head of one of them, which 
jieH on the ground, is three feet five inches 
long. A great number of pillars belonging to 
the temple are flanding, and many others are 
deflroyed : but from die ruins it appears to 
Jiave been a magnificent (Iruflure. [In this 
edifice we obferve two forts of pillars, one 
more beautiful than the other. Their thick- 
nefs and folidity give them a delightful ap- 
pearance at a diilance ; on approaching them, 
the hieroglyphics are agreeable to the fight ; 
and when you are quite near, their colours have 
sr fine effeft. This fort of painting has nei- 
ther fhade nor degradation. I'he figures are 
incrufled like the enamel on the dial-platts of 
i^'atches, with this difference, that they can- 
not be detached. I muil own that this in- 
crullcd matter furpafTes in flrength every thing 
1 have feen of this kind. It is fuperior to the 
Al'/re/co and the Mojaic work ; and has the ad- 
vantage of Jailing a longer t\me. \x. \s ^^'^- 
prizing to fee how the gold, \x\x.t2i-«sv^xv\\^> ^^^ 
Vql. XI L i> ^^^^' 
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•A a {bond occafioned by the rays of the fan 
Inking on it. 

At a imall diftance from thefe ftataes are the 
mins of ieveral others, particularly one of yel- 
ow granite almoft intire, and 1 2 feet long fromr 
the top of the head to the thigh, a part of it i» 
funk in the earth. Going on to the hills, I 
)bferved an area cut out of the rock and many 
tones lying about it, covered with hierogly* 
;>hic8 ; this feems to be a part of the grand 
unple, to which thefe flatues probably formed 
ID avenue from the great ones. We at length 
mtered between the hills and came to a tern* 
^le, which had afterwards been a convent. It 
las no hieroglyphics on the outiide , the cor^ 
ftices over the doors are fluted, and adorned 
vith the winged globe. Having taken a full 
wcw of thefe things we returned to the river. 

While I was ab^nt, the natives having taken 
imbrageat my copying the in/criptions, came. 
to the Doat, and (aid that they would (et whe- 
ther this ftranger would dare to come out ano- 
ther day, dropping Tome expreflions as if they 
HToald aflault the l^at by night : for they feem- 
ed very deiirous of my leaving the place ; front 
their being ilrongly poileiTed with the notion 
that the Eurefeatu have the power of diicover- 
Ing treafures. I however talked of going 
ibroad the next day, being defirous of feeing, 
if poffible, the temple of Medinet Ilahu; but 
the Sheik coming to the boat, and being in- 
formed of what had paiTed, ^N\fe^Ttv.^ n.^ ^^- 
wt. But I ikw this pUoe o^ "Kcj ^^x-^^- 



large and magnihcent temple, whicJ 
Icfs a part ot the ancient Thebes on 
of the river. This noble building 
the defcription DioJorus gives of t 
of 0Jy7nandusj which he lays was 
quarter in circumference. 

[The fuperb fepulchre of that 
thus defcribed by Dicdonis, ** A 
•* is a gate 200 feet in length, ai 
*« in height. Having pafled it, y 
** fquare Hone periftyle, each fid^ 
** 400 feet. Inftead of pillars, it 
«* ed by the figures of animals 
« heigh ty each cut out of a fingh 
•* carved in an antique manner. 
«« roof, 12 feet in breadth, confifl 
^< of that iize, was variegated wi 
•• blueifh ground. After this pc 
*' gate in other refpefts refemblin 
•• but more abundantly wrought \ 
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* knees, the one on the right, the other on the 

* left, are the reprcfentations of the daughter 
^ and mother, and are in fize inferior to the 

* former. This work is not only worthy of 
^< efteem on account of its bignefs, but is won- 
^* derfttl in its workmanfhip, and excellent in 
'' the nature of the ftone, as in fo great a bulk, 
^* there is not the leail crack or ftain to be ' 
** feen. It has this infcription, I am Oly- 

** MANDVSy KlICG OP KlNGS. Ip ANY ONE 
^< IS DESIROUS TO KNOW HOW GREAT I AM, 
^* AND WHERE I LIE, LET HIM SURPASS ANY 

** OP MY WORKS. Another ftatue of his mo- 
*< ther (lands by itfelf; it is 12 cubits high, 
** and of an entire ftone, having three dia- 
^' dems on its head, to fignify that fhe was the 
'* daughter, wife^ and mother of a King. 
** Through this gate is another periftyle more 
** remarkable than the former, in which are 
'< various fculptores of the war he waged with 
** thofe that revolted at BaSlria^ againft whom 
* ' he fent an army of 400,000 foot, and 20,000 
** - horfe. In the firft of the walls the King was 
*^ repreiented befieging a citadel farrounded 
** by water, the foremofl in danger, with a 
** lion fighting by his fide. In the (econd wall 
•* were wrought the captives led by the King, 
** deprived of their private parts and their 
** hands ; by which feems to be figniHed that 
*« they were effeminate and deditute of hands 
.«* in dangerous exploits. The third wall was 
•• adorned with fculpture and elegant paint- 
*' ings, reprcfcnting the King offcuri%,oARxv;A 
" victim-, and the triun\p\\ uc <:c\w^Mi^ o^ 
P 3 



<< pafTages made from the peril 
" an edifice fupported by pilla; 
<' manner ofamufical theam 
** taining 200 feet. In it wa 
' ** wooden ftatues, reprefentin 
<< and on th« wall was carved 
*< JuMce in the middle^ 6n 
<< was fufpeadM the figure i 
<< her eyes fliut, and a aumbe 
« by him. After tha^ was a 
<< buildings, in which were rep 
« delicious viands. The figt 
«< was carved and likcwife ftai: 
" offering to the Gods the 
*< which he annually received 
.. ^^^ *« oi Egypt. After that was t 
y f ^^1 ** ry, upon which was in(cril 

nV^^I « SITORY OF THeMeDICIN] 

«* Contiguous to it were the : 
« OoHq nf FtrvM. and the Ki 
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^ of the King appears to have been depofited. 
** Around it was a multitude of buildings 
'* adorned with fculptures of all the animals 
«* confecrattfd in Egypt. From thence were 
«< fieps to the top of the fepulchre, which af- 
^ ter you had pai&d, there was upon the mo- 
** nument a golden circle 565 cubits in cir« 
*^ cumference, and a cubit in thicknefs, on 
*' which were marked the number of days in 
*< the year, th^ rifing and fettin^ of the ltars» 
*' with their influence and iignifications, ac« 
•* cording to the Egyptian aftrologers. They 
*< report that this circle was taken away by 
•* Camhyf€$ when he fubdued Egypt. Such, 
« it is (aid, was the fepulchre of King Ofy-- 
•* mandus ;"] let us now view its remains. 

We firft coipe to two obelifks that are pro- 
l>ably the fineft in the world ; they are now 60 
feet high above the ground, and might be 7 a 
or 80, according as the ground has rifen, 
which is evidently a great deal. They are 
ieven feet and a half fquare, and at bottom 
might be eight feet. The hieroglyphics, which 
are in three columns down each fide, are cut 
with a flat bottom an inch and a half deep, and 
the granite has perfeflly retained its poliili^ 
which is the flnefl I ever faw. On the top on 
each fide a perfon fits on a throne, and one 
oflers Something on his knees : thefe figures 
are likewife below. Lower down are three 
hawksy then three bulls, and at about the dif- 
tance of every foot is an owl. I alfo obfcrved 
monkeys, hares, dogs, ferpeuts, Vi\\<i%, >^« 



JofTal datue 13 feet and a half : 

they are of grey granite, and 

only three feet and a half abc 

the earth. In the front of tt 

are windows, and fculpture, 

! fon feated on a throne, hold 

'{. which has a fceptre or a ilai 

;i rounded by others in poftu: 

''*].[ On the other fide a perlbn ij 

■ - i car, as galloping and ihootinp 

Vtl many chariots after him ; thi 

: it- tbn to the wars of tliis King i 

t;| ans. Within this gate is a < 

up with cottages, with fome 

compofed part of a colonad< 

was another gate that is now 

yond it another court, whi 

hiftory of the King cut all ro 

and had a large and beautifu 

die. The pillars in this coui 
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muficy and men kneeling who have the heada 
of hawks. 

C HA P. VII. ^ 

F^rom Thebes the Author proceeds to Erment, Ef- 

ne, Etfouy Com-Ombo, and AfTouan, with 

■ /ome Account of the Grottos in the Rocks on the 

Banks of the Nile, the Quarries ofGramte^ and 

• the CataraSs* 

IN the evening I left Luxerein^ and landed 
at Erment * on the weft, the ancient city of 
HermonthiSfXke capital of a proVitoce of that name. 
We went to the houfc of the Sheik, who con- 
djUded us to the old city in the midft of a large 
plain, where are the remains of a fmall temple 
adorned with hieroglyphics both within and 
v/ithoat, that leems by the many hawks cut in 
it, to have been dedicated to Apollo. At fome 
diftancc are the remains of a beautiful building 
that appears too grand for a Chriftian church, 
on the firft eftabliftiment of Chrtftianity in the 
fourth century : yet it has croffes cut on fome 
of the ftones, with Otitic paintings and in- 
fcriptions in many parts of it, that are plaftered : 
there are however, little remains of the edifice, 
except at the weft end, where tbe rooms had 
galleries over them, which might be for the 
women. Some of the niches feem to have beea 

* In Mr, JfordffCs travAi \t\% ^A\»\ Armw^- 




be the temple of % 
««H«iIt in the Greii 
<w the Ptolemies. 

Oathe i8th of ^ 
veiy little wind, ano 

was going into the w 
*ad reafon to believe 
loftead of walking in 
ttem, he opened his 

to foft into the water 
to£>,.on,fce^cft 

Mofepam; wew«t 

taft, the people knm, 
wo«Id DO letthemfa 
wg. that if the />aai 

ttehl^S'ir.j?- 



through E G V P T. 167 

all round the top of the edifice ; but in the mid- 
dle of the front is a cartouche, or miiatnent^ 
foch as are feen on all the principal gates of 
Egjft. A iemi-«corona borders the whoU edi- 
fice» the fide of which are filled with hiero|j;ly- 
phical* figures that ieem of the moft ancient 
Kind, and appear to have been executed in 
liafte. The columns fup^re (lones placed 
crofswilby on which reft great ubies that form 
a roof, adorned in the fame manner as the 
fides with hieroglyphics. It is, however, eafy 
to perceive that the figures of the infide are by 
another hand, and executed with more care 
than thofe ieoi on the outfide } but none of 
thefe hieroglyphics art incrulled with colours. 
The columns are likewife covered with hiero- 
glyphical figures, which in ibme places are 
small and very much crowded* It is remarka- 
ble that in all this temple one capital of a co- 
lumn does not refemble another ; for the propor- 
tionals the fame, but the ornaments are difierent. 
The infide of this edifice is blackened by the 
finoke of fire formerly made there ; however, 
all the parts are well preierved except the gate, 
and the intermediate fpaces between the front 
columns, which have been filled up by the A^ 
raSsf in order to (hut up their cattle in the tem- 
ple, which at prefent ferves for no other ufe.] 
We al(b went about three miles to the north- 
weft to fee another temple *, which I con- 
jectured might be the temple of Pallas^ at La- 
t9fioUs, when? both that GoAde^% ^xi\ ^'^ ^^ 

* Thi9 Mr. KcrJiM wa« txot ^xxtC^xx^^ v>-^^; 
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Siieik's hoafe, with a letter from the Sheik of 
Fourjhout, When he knew who it was from» 
he ki/Ted the letter and put it to his forehead, 
as a mark of refpedt. I nude him a handfomc 
prefent, which he received with great civility; 
and when the letter was read, and I defired to 
fee the ruins, he put his hand up to his 
head, as a mark of his compliance, and that 
he took me under his protection. He himfelf 
went with me and (hewed me the temple, and 
a grand pyramidal gate. [This laft monument 
ot antiquity is perfectly well prelerved ; but 
the Turks have converted it into a citadel. 
Inhere runs all round a femi-circular corona^ 
fuch as is commonly feen round the Egyptian 
buildings. No cornice is to be feen about the 
edifice ; but it may have been ruined, or nave 
fallen down. This edifice is in general weU 
defigneJ, and its iimplicity gives it a very 
pretty appearance. Upon its faces are three 
rows of hieroglyphical figures, which fecm as 
if defigned to reprefent infants, though their 
iiature furpafTes that of men. The fouth and 
north fides fcarce differ in any thing, except 
that the former has feveral windows, of which 
the four lowermolt made on each fide of the 
gate are very high, and.give'a diagonal light 
that falls obliquely. Above the gate is a car- 
touch or ornament like thofe we have already 
remarked in fome other edifices. The other 
anfifjue monument is the temple which was de- 
dicated to JpoIIo ; but the greateft part of it is 
buried under ground, and the Jrahs have made 
no fcruplc of employing wVv^lX. x\v^^ Vw^^sw^'cc 
Vol. XII . O ^^^ 
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great Sheik. About an hour after the Sheik 
left us» his Ton came riding to the river, to in- 
form us, that his father having been told I 
had eiven money to have my book reQored» 
had dbliged them to return it, and had fent it 
to me. Thus this worthy jirah gave an in* 
ibnce of fidelity that is rarely to be met with. 

We now failed on, and as we approached 
towards Hajar Sikily, the rocks on the weftera 
fliore appeared as if cut for a grand gateway. 
A little farther to the fouth^ I faw five regular 
entrances into grottos, cut equally diftant in 
the rock, and above them a cornice or half 
round feemed to have crowned the woHc; 
but only the half round remained. Proceed* 
ing to Hajar- Silcily, or the rock of the chain, 
the NiU grew exceeding narrow and rapid ; 
for I fuppoie it is not a&ve 100 yards wide ; 
the rocks encroaching upon the river on each 
fide. It had its name from a chain being for- 
me/ly drawn acrofsy to defend the pafs, and I 
was fhewn a rock on the eail fide, where I 
was told the chain was faftened. The rock on 
the weft fide is cut into fomething like four 
niches or fmall op^n temples, feemingly de- 
fiened for the worfhip of fome deities, which are 
adorned with cornice^, pilafters, and hierogly- 
phics. Here alfo are ibme pillars cut out of 
the rockj which are ftill entire, with their pe- 
deAals. Over thefe is a tree, a man on horfe- 
back, and another leading tjhe horfe, all cut 
out of the rock in relievo, in an oblong fquare 
compartment, after the Grfek ta&e. 

[On the infides of the grouo^ i&iw^ v^ ^^^ 

Qj2, S»Sw6st^ 
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eaft of which is the village of Ctf/»-Ow^«*. [The 
principal monument in the place is ficuated 
behind a mountain of fand, and on another 
jRde is concealed by fome miferable cottages ; 
but thefe cannot prevent a curious traveller 
contemplatbgwith great fatisfadUon theiebeau-r 
tiful rums. The building reds upon twenty- 
three well wrought pillars adorned with hiero- 
glyphics. The ftones that ferve to cover the 
top, are of a prodigious iize ; and we clearly 
fee that the architrave, which is at prefent fplic 
in two, was anciently a ilngle ftone. Under 
its cornice is the cartouche, the ufual orna- 
ment of their gates, which is very neatly cut. 
All the flones are full of hierodyphics, and 
the pillars are above 24 feet io circumference. 
It is a pity that this edifice cannot lail long : 
two fides of it are but barely difcernible : part 
is already covered with earth , and the pillars, 
as well as th^e reft of th« building, are three 
quarters under ground. At about 50 paces 
diftance, at the declivity of a mountain, is 
another antique monument, above 18 feet in 
height, with a niche that is fquare in the mid- 
dle ; but wider at the top than the bottom. 
The iides are thick iet with hieroglyphics, 
which are much decayed towards the ground, 
and the back part is almoft buried under the 
fand. This edifice is entirely built of large 
fquare blocks of a wbitilh ftone, that nearly 
refeinbles marble. This monument might, per- 
liaps, have been an altar, the table of which 
^lAy have been taken away 01 Vv^lv^ ^•^^^^>cv x.^ 
* A^cordin^ to Mr. AV^m, Komornbu, 

0.3 ' 
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the ground; and, perhaps^ an idol wu 
in the niche I have mentioned.] 

We now proceeded to the port of Li 
where the Caihif of E/ne was encam| 
would have pafled him, but his men i 
us, and the boatmen did not dare to ] 
We were thus flopped^ becaufe by th 
ing of our boat we were judged to 1 
peans. I had letters to the Cafliif; 
not know that he was the peHbn to wh 
were dire^d, I carried him a prefen 
fee, tobacco, and fonoe other diings 
he faid 1 had no occafion to give him 
dily confentcd to my feeing the ant 
but the Arah Sheiks of Lajkerrad be 
icnt oppofed it, on which I returne 
boat, and paiTmg by feveral iflands ai 
the evening of the 21 ft at JJfouan. 

This is a poor fmall town, with a 
fortrefs or rather barracks for the Ja 
who have in reality the command of t 
try. The prefent fortrefs, which is f 
cd by two or three flight walls of 
fticngth than a common garden fence, 
fouth of the tov.n, which is on a gen 
from the river, and extends to a he 
is over the water, which I Oiould thin! 
north end of the ancient Syene, T 
but two Chriftians in the place, one t 
fcrvant, and the other the Cainiacanr 
tary. On my waiting on the Aga o 
VA7z\w.% with lettcfb from MujQaphay 
the /::nizarics at Girgc> and from the 
Fc/^}j/:LHt, he treattid nve VwV ^oSJ^^ .^ 
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fne a '^prefent of a lamb ; and, in return, I 
lent him a prefent of tobacco, rice, coffee, and 
other things. He very obligingly fent two 
Janizaries to guard the boat, and invited me 
to take a lodging in an apartment that belonged 
to his own houfe, though it was feparate from 
it. The Chrifiian Secretary of the Caimacam, 
;' or civil Governor, telling me that I fhould 
" make his mailer a prefent, the people and Ja- 
: nizaries about the boat ordered nim to fi«t 
out of it,, there being a jealoufy between 3ic 
civil and military power. The Aga, on being 
informed of this, fenc me word that I need not 
make prei'ents to any one: this he repeated 
on my waiting upon him, adding, that he 
would take me under his protedion, (b that 
no one fhould injure me ; I therefore removed 
to the lodging he had allotted. A l!urk belong- 
ing to Ojrnan Bey, who happened to be there, 
kindly offered his advice on all occafions, vi- 
fited me, and brought me a prefent of a dozen 
of pigeons and fome dates. Some other l^wrh 
came to fee me ; and one of them, as a token 
of refped, brought me the trifling prefent of a 
bunch of radiihes. 

On the eminence ovtx AJfouan are the ruins 
of the ancient city of Syene^ which is exadly 
under the Tropic of Cancer ; but the principal 
part of that city feems to have been on a lower 
hill to the fouth. Going between the two 
hills near the river to the fouth-wefl, I faw 
two pillars of granite flanding, and two triap* 

£ular pillars of an extraordinary kind with their 
ifc5 lying down. Ncwci Xik^ x\n^\ V^^^v*^^ 
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On a wall before the temple is a Greei infcrip- 
don, which is in many parts defaced. In the 
midil of the ifland are remains of one fide of a 
magnificent gate of red granite, finely adorned 
with hieroglyphics.' [Its foulhern part is moon- 
tainous and covered with ruins, mod of which 
are buried under the e^th. Among others, I 
found an ancient edifice IHU (landing, though 
covered with earth at the top, as wel7a6 on the 
fide : it is (liU called the temple of the ferpent 
Cnufhis ; but it refembles a fepulchral moniv 
ment more than a temple. It is inclofed by a 
kind of cloyfter, fupported by columns : at the 
four corners, and in its breadth, it has a wal!» 
but in the middle you fee only a fingle column. 
This inclofure contains a grand apartment that 
has two large gates, the one to the north, the 
other to the fouth ; and theinlideis almoil in- 
tircly filled with ftones and earth. The wall?, 
covered with hieroglyphics, are bedawbed with 
dirt, and blackened by the fmolce of fires made 
there by the fhepherds. In the midd of that 
apartment I obferved a plain fquare table, with- 
out any infcription, and imagined that there 
might be underneath an urn or mummy, and 
I was tempted to get it lifted up ; but the fu- 
perilition of the government and people would 
not permit it. A traveller would think him- 
felf happjr, in havinjg the liberty to.obferve 
thefe ancient edifices m quiet, and he mud not 
attempt any thing farther. I (hall never for- 
get that on our cading anchor before j^J/luan^ 
5ic populace ran in crowds to fee, «a >Jc«.^ S.'ax^n 
the hrccxtn experienced ui tVvt\i\as:V 'wtN-. 'Vti<; 
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SfLTS that there were no other buildings on the 
and, bat what had a relation to the temples ; 
for Diodortu feems to infinuate, that no perfon 
but the Priefts were permitted to land on ac-r 
count of the facrednefs of the place ; and ac« 
cordingly the whole ifland appears to ha«re been 
wallbd round, fomething in the manner of mo- 
dem fortification^ and great part of that wall 
ilill remains. The particular (brt of Ethiopian 
hawk worfhipped here, I obferved cut among 
the hieroglyphics in feverai parts, and rcpre- 
fented with a long neck, extended wings, and 
a ferpent comine out from it. The temple of 
the hawk is buut of freeftone^ near the water, 
cn the weft fide of the ifland. In the court of . 
the temple, which is of great length, is a row 
of pillars on each Hde, that have a great variety 
of capitals. Beyond this is an inner court 
adorned with very beautiful pillars, the capi- 
tals of which are wrought in baflb rdicvo in 
fomething like leaves and branches, above 
which is the head of Ifis on each of the four 
fides. On the outfide of this inner court are 
very large coloflal figures cut on the ibuth Ade 
of a great pyramidal gate. At the entrance to 
the eaft, is an obeli (k on each fide within, of 
red granite, and near it a lion alfo on each fide. 
Between the weft fide of the grand area and 
the water, there is only a narrow terrace with 
doors to it from the portico, aad the whole 
ends at the water to the fouth, with a parapet 
wall, at which are two obelifks about two teet 
and a half fquare, raiied oiv xVv^lx ^mA^&s^^* 
The iliind rii^^ here ao w ^o ^^t «o«^^ ^^^sr. 
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water, aHbnUng a jnjDfppftji^ 
to the j[r«i|}te laiX^iym^A^' ifil* :tiiiiiii!|& 
the view is terf^iaatqd.iv ^i^.Ulb iu'M tai^ 

ing a nol^l^ and MotifiM apiiMftsoe. i .1 j 

To.tb^'i^ ef this ikuaure is [according to j 
Mr.- iiflrJiiff -the lemple of Ifo^ kt the plate.] 
an oblong, (qua re building open onalliide.i 
The Clipi^ls of the pillars, which have fomcl 
refemblaoce to thofe of the Corinthian ojder«i 
may pe' reckoned am on ^ the inofi beautiful ia 
£^//»'aod wer^ probabljr of the lafl inventioi-i* 
they being, jcke only capitals of^that kmd I faiM 
iti Egypt. ^ . 4 

Re tnniiOg' about half a m.Ie by the way w^ 
came, we turned off to the welt, in ordex c< 
take 1^ view of ^jhc catara^, when having pre 
ceeded;ab<Ait>f( niile f^irtJic^r, wc came to^ 

port for the boats that come from Eth \ 

where we found moil of the people Negraog^* 
Here is no viljagei bat only ibme Utde bsiRF 
made of mata and feeds. At this place, jlfef 
people, e^ter their gotods, and convey dMPk 
by landrto Affauany and in the fame mannei^dMf 
goods broMght; from lower £|;y// are alfo.m^ 
vcycd th^^her by land from JJouany T.be^i|H|f 
import here cociiH.Ji in dates, which the peb^ 
o{' /lffoiuinh\xy both for their own ufe, and* to 
fend into other parts of Egypt : ib^at en both 
fides,;t^;iS^v/!^/^/»and £/?/tf//tf« navigation end 
at thecatara<^v I never faw nature difcpver ti^ 
rough a face as there : on the eaft fide nothing 
h to be /een but rocks, on the weft the bills 
are cither fafldy or b\ack k>cVl^ *. ^\»\^ ic the 
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buth there feems to be a high rocky iflatid, 
ind higher up rocky clifts on each fide, and 
below to the north are fo many rocksj that 
little of the water can be feen. We now went 
3n to the north, the Ni/e running through the 
rocks ; but the people knowing that I came to 
fee the cataract, flood ilill, upon which I aiked 
them, when I ihoold come to it, and to my 
^reat furprize, they told me that was the ca- 
taradl. The bed of the Nile is Croffed by rocks 
of granite, which in three places, at fome dif- 
tance from each other» divide the dream, mak- 
ing three falls at each. The fi:ft we came to 
was the lead, the fall appearing to be not more 
than three feet. The fecond, which is a little 
lower down the river, winds round a laree rock 
or ifland, forming two fh-eams : this iuand to 
the north may be about i z feet high ; and it 
16 (aid that at high water the Nile runs over 
this rock ; but fuppofing the river to be then 
five feet higher below the rock, the fall may 
be about feven or eight feet : farther to the weft 
are other rocks, and a^ain to the weft of them 
is a third ft ream. Going fome what lower, I 
obferved a third fall, which appeared to be 
greater than that of the others. There is ano- 
ther catarad zt Ihrim, which h faid.to be 12 
days journey from this place j^ {omc alfo fay 
there is a third cataradl ; and others, that there 
are feven mountains and feven catarads. 

[ The ancients had a ftrange notion of the 
inhabitants of the catarads being ftunned and 
rendered deaf by the noife of the f;A\\Tv^>w«w- 
tcr. Lucaji thus defcribes t\veta \ 

Vol. X 11. K ^^ 
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vhat was left might be given to the boatmen,' 
Uid not to his people. 

The next day, having all my goods put on 
>oard, I took leave of the Aga, and (bme of 
lis relations attended me to the boat ; when 
Jie wind not permitting us to begin our voyage 
^ack^ I pafTed the daje^iajthe boat with thofe 
kvho came to fee me. Avong the reft I was 
iifited by a genteel itian, brother to the Cai- 
macam of Girge : I had (een him at the Aga*s» 
and was now in a country where I thought I met 
jvith a friend wherever 1 law a Tttrky or a per- 
fon of the middle parts of Egypt. He behaved 
with ereat civility, and feemed to be a very 
good fort of a man. The Chrtfiiatt Secretary 
of the Caimacam, intruded me with a letter, 
and a fum of money of the value of three or 
four pounds to be delivered as direded in Jk- 
mim ; a very great fum in that countrv, and a 
truft he would fcarcely have repofed in one of 
his own country that was going to Catro ; tho* 
he was fenfible I ihould foon. leave Egypt^ and 
he would never fee me more. He at the fame 
time prefented me a live (heep, and in return 
I made him a prefent* 
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CHAP. VII 

jin Account of Mr. Norden's Vo^ 
an as far as Dcrri, n . Town 
Cataract. Of the jtmilquities 
bis fway thitbert and tbe ill 
ceived at tbat Town. 

AS Dr. Pococke proceeded i 
Nile^ we (hall before we i 
that river to Cairo^ attend M 
far as Deir or Derri, The 
tiny and other perfons in tha 
terellcd themfclves in his fafety 
argument to prevent his ad vane 
fcrving that he would infallibl 
fmce he was not going among r 
lavage monllcrs, who would n 
a parat, in what manner then 
with you, faid the Aga, who c 
fures ? but all his arguments hi 
Mr. Ncrden refolved to procei 
notvvithflanding his fears for 
his own brother to accompan 
iilfo with him a Janizary ; with 
i'ricils who had come with him 
iides feveral fervants and a Je<i 
jurnifhed with letters of reco 
the principal perfons on the coj 
\K hilt the natives took leave oft 
ions doomed to deftrudioiv. 
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Mr. NorJen fet out from AJfouan. on the 22d 
f December^ a month before Dr. Potociu^t ar- 
[val at that town, and by the Aga's order had 
[lirteen dromedaries, thre^ horfes, andks man/ 
(Tes, to carry him, his attendants, and bag- 
age to the haven of Morroda^ above the cata- 
aS. He there embajjud in a boat, with his 
ttendants ; viewed tHihfltftiquities already dc-r 
cribcd by Dr. Focoke^ in the ancient ifle of 
"^hihe^ and proceeding up the river, foon 
eached Daboude^ a village where he could havo 
vifhed to land, in order to examine fome an* 
:ient edifices that appeared in fight ; but tho 
vind bein^ favourable, he was obliged to bo 
Satisfied with a diilant view of thera. He ob- 
served a grand edifice of great length, built of 
irery large freeftones, clofed on sul fides, ex-r 
tept the front, where there is a great gate, and 
as it were two windows on each fide, formed 
by four columns. At the top of the edifice 
runs a plain cornice; under which, as well as 
at the four angles, is the aflragal, or moulding 
common in the Egyptian buildings. This llruc- 
ture is encompaiied with a pretty high wall, 
that is much damaged, efpecially towards the 
portal. Oppofite the front are three portals 
fucceeding one another, which feem to make a 
pafla^e leading to a canal 40 feet broad, that 
terminates in the iVi^. This canal is filled 
with faod^ but its borders are lined with a 
thick wall formed of great blocks of (tone. 
There are columns to be perceived on the in- 
fide of the principal edifice, whldi 2J^vcAX^ x.^ 
have ancientJy fervcd as a xtvai^\c*. Wv.\»^^'^ 
R 3 ^^ 
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fdAifed, a mufket was fired at the barque from 
each fide of the river ; this infult was returned 
by a double difcharge of' (even mufkets towards 
the pla<ie whence the voice came : but the na- 
tives having hid themfelves behind fome ftones, 
received no damage. They were however ii- 
lent for fome time ; but foon refuming their 
courage, began to fire agun, and to give abufive 
language. This did not pleafe thofe in the 
barque : they therefore called out to them, that 
if they did not defift, they would land, and in- 
tirely exterminate them, which had its effed, 
and no more Was heard of them. 

The next day there being no wind, they lay 
before a village named Scherck Ahohuer^ which 
has a diftrift of near two leagues in extent. 
The pilot, who was a native of the place, af- 
furing them that they would find his country- 
men a good fort of people, and that they might 
land with the utmoft fafety, Mr. Norden vi« 
fited the adjacent parts, and at a fmall diftance 
obferved along the Nile an antique quay, made 
of Hones* all cut in the form of prifms, and {o 
well joined together, that there was not the 
lead fpace between. Near it were five or fix 
cottages built with ftones intirely covered with 
hieroglyphics ; but no edifice could be difco-> 
vered whence they were taken, all was deftroy- 
ed, and nothing could be found but heaps of 
ftones alfo adorned with hieroglyphics, done 
by a good hand ; but they had never been 
painted. The greatefl breadth of the land, 
from the mountains to the botdet o^ >!w^ \i^At^ 
15 ifl thi* diHrift no xrxoxft ^^w ^ti \^^ ^^^^'^^.^ 
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At lead, if in fome places it has a little more 

extent, in others it has much lefs. 

The wind being fair at eight o'clock the 
next morning, they immediately fet fail ; Mr, 
Nor den took a view of feveral villages, and 
fome inconfiderable ruins. They now came to 
the mod difficult paiTage in the wholeiV/Zr. The 
river is here intirely crofled by rocks concealed 
under the water ; at the fides of thefe rocks the 
river is of great depth, and the intermediate 
fpaces form eddies or whirlpools. Thofe in 
the barque conduced themfelves with all the 
precaution that fo dangerous a paffage requir- 
ed ; but the misfortune was, that the barque did 
not obey the rudder : ihe ^ruck upon a rock, 
and continued in a frightful iituation. She 
was taken hold of preci^ly in the middle, and 
the whirl of the water made her turn upon the 
rock as upon a pivot. There was too great a 
depth in the water for the failors to ftand on 
the bottom ; the perfon who had the care of 
the barque would have perfuaded the crew to 
j^o out with a cord, and to draw It off by 
fvviniming; but they reprefented that the ed- 
dies would prevent their making any way in 
the water. All on board now fiw themfelves 
in imminent danger. Happily the current and 
the wind beat againft the barque at the fame 
time, and this was their fafety; the barque by 
this means in a little time difengaged itfelf 
v.'ithont farther alTiflance, and thofe on board 
tCM^k fuch advantage of the wind, that they 
v/crc fooii out of danger. 

After 
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After fome time the^ came up with the vil- 
lage o( Dikkey which is remarkable for the re« 
mains of an ancient temple at a fmall diflance. 
It has no hieroglyphics, yet is in the taHe of 
the ancient Egyptian buildings, and may pafs 
for magnificent. At length they arrived at 
SchenudcreJ'chied^ a village where diey iUid aU 
night. 

The next mornine they fet fail from thence, 
and fbon after an adventure happened which 
ihews the difpofition of thefe people. Mr. 
Uorden was examining the names of the |^aces 
by which they had paffed the preceding day ; 
the Commander of the veflel, and the Jew va« 
let were fitting near him, and repeating the 
names of thole places that were already writ* 
ten, while he corrected them by their pronun* 
ciation, when a pa^enger ftarted up, threw 
himfelf upon Mr. NordeH^ ieized the paper he 
held in, his hand, and tearing it to pieces, re- 
tired quietly to his place, where he fat down 
as if nothing had happened. Mr. Nordtn not 
being able to underftand the meaning of this 
infolence, was refieding with himfelf whether 
he fhould refent it or not, when thofe who were 
prefent burfi: into a loud laugh. Upon this 
he aiked the reafbn, and they explained to him 
the whole myftenr. The fellow was unwilling 
he fhould know the place from whence he came, 
becaufe Jie might return fome years after into 
Nuhioy and bringing more people with him, 
inight make himlelfmafter of the country ; al- 
lec^ing that if he knew the name of the vvU 
Uge where he wa3 born, and \v2L.d\x. vcw v4tsx- 



t^o Dr, PococKE*s TRAVELS 
ing, he fhould not fail to be taken as well as 
the reft ; and that this was the fole canfe of 
his fnatching the paper, in which the name 
was going to be written. 

Mr. Norden could fcarcely forbeal' laughing 
at the fellow's fimplicity ; but to prevent the 
confequenccs of fuch an humour for the fu- 
ture, he affumed a very ferious air, ordering 
the commander of the ve^el, to draw near the 
bank, and put that infolent fellow on ihore, 
adding, " The barque is intirely ours ; it \i 
*' only by courtefy we give any one a paf- 
** fage, and when any body behaves infolendy 
** we (hall turn him out." The fellow, who 
was indeed a paflenger, now humbly begged 
to ftay, and promifed to behave better for the 
future ; upon which Mr. Norden fuiFered hixn- 
felf to be prevailed on, and the man from 
that time was quiet and tradable. 

In the mean time they pafled by feveral other 
villages, and the wind falling calm, they fatt- 
ened the barque on the weftern (hore, near a 
village named Sabua, in the neighbourhood of 
which are fome remarkable antiquities ; but 
they have not fo magnificent an appearance as 
thofe of Dekke, nor are the ftones fo well join- 
ed together, there being pretty large openings 
between them. The edifies is however, built 
in the ancient Egyptian tafte, and though the 
portal is damaged, the reft continues ftanding. 
Thefe ruins are in a plain covered with fand, 
where from fome broken walls there appear to 
have been other buildings of a vaft extent. 

thCTI 
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fhey had here all around them nothing but 
mountains and Tandy rocks. The mountains, 
to which the Nile reaches in its inundation, 
are floping and cultivated up to the top. This 
trad of ground was filled with beans and lu- 
pines, that had been planted there, and the 
fummit was crowned with thickets of thorni 
that grew up of themfelves. 

The next morning they again fet fall, and 
in the afternoon approaching a village named 
Korofcoffy fituated on the eaftern fhore, the na- 
tives called out to them to bring the barque to 
landl They obeyed, and then heard that the 
Schorbatfchie, the father of the Cafhif Ihrim^ 
was there at his country houfe. Upon this 
they went afliore, and Mr. Norden waited up- 
on this potentate, accompanied by the Aga of 
Affouan's brother, the Je'iv valet, and the Janiz- 
ary who went with them as a gilard. They found 
the great man feated in the middle of a field » 
expofed to all the heat of , the fun, and employ* 
ed in deciding a difpute between two men about 
a camel. He had the look of a wolf, and was 
dreffed like a beggar. An old napkin, which 
was formerly white, made his turbant; and a 
red drefs, flill more old, fcarce covered his bo- 
dy, which appeared thro' the holes. Mr. Norden 
faluted him in the ordinary manner ; but as he 
had brought no prefent, he did not fo much as 
afk him to iit down ; but he placed himfelf by 
him, without afking his permiffion, and put in* 
to his hands the letters the Aga of AJfouan and 
his fon had furnifhed him with. The latter he 
prut itt his turbant, but resA 0^^ c>xisw^\^ ^^^^ 
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that the EfTendi, who was a native oiCaify had 
Ihewed great farprize, at their having dared to 
advance fo far, and had obferved, that they 
might think themfelves happy if they efcaped 
in liafety. But he feemed to give litde attenti* 
•& to this difcourfe. On his arrival at the 
barque, he found that the goat, lean as fhe 
was, was become a bone of contention. The 
crew laid claim to it, and maintained that the 
Schorbatfchie had fent it for their fupper ; the 
commander of the vefTel iided with them; but 
the valet being unwilling to furrender it, the 
difpute grew warm, and Mr. Nor den was oblig- 
ed to maintain his right by ferious menaces ; 
but having thus determined the property of the 
goat in his own favour, he generoufly made a 
prefent of it to the crew. 

Mr. NorJiu had now no (boner fet fail, than 
the commander of the barque, declared that 
be would not upon any confideration carry him 
&rther than Derru &nd that nothing fiiould in ^ 
duce him to proceed to the fecond cataradl. 
Thefe difcourfes added to the Efiendi's advice, 
caufed Mr. Morden to make feveral ferious re- 
fledUons : but he was too far engaged to draw 
back, and was refolved to continue advancing, 
to fee what would be the refult of it. In the 
mean time he thought proper to impofe iilence 
on the commaYider of the veflel, and to aiTure 
him that in what manner foever things might 
turn out, they fhould always have it in their 
power to demoliih him ; and that if any mif * 
fortune befel them, they (hould coufid^u: Vwvyv 
as the author of it, and \>c ioit V^ xoaii*; Vxok 
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ihore during the whole day. It was now re- 
marked that the flope of the fhorc of the river 
was for the moft part covered with lupines and 
radiihes, the (cti of which ferves for making 
oil. There were like wife fome other plants 
fiich as fuccory and bumet. Mr. Norden remark- 
ed here an odd method of crofling the Nile. 
Two men were fitting on a trufs of ftraw* 
while a cow fwimming before, one of them 
held in one hand her tail, and with the 6ther 
guided the beaft by a cord fattened to her horns. 
The other man, who was behind, fleered with 
a little oar, by means of which, he kept at 
the fame time the balance. The fame day, he 
likewife faw fome loaded camels crofling the 
jiver. A man fwimming before, held the bridle 
€>f the firfl camel in his mouth ; the fecond ca- 
mel was fattened to the tail of the firtt, and 
the third to the tail of the fecond ; while ano- 
ther man brought up the rear, and took care 
that the fecond and third camels fhould follow 
in a row. 

Two days after they arrived at Diir or Derri^ 
which is iituated on the eattern fhore of the 
NiUf pretty near the place where the river be- 
gins to diredl its courfe towards the weft. The 
news of their arrival had gone before them ; 
for on their fattening their baraue to land, a 
crowd of people were running in order to fa- 
tisfy their curiofity by feeing them. Mr. Nor den 
being told that the Schorbatfchie was returned, 
and had affembled other Princes at his houfe, im- 
mediately waited on him, attended by qcla q>€ x^a. 
priefts^ who underftood t\ie \a.ik^^<^^« ^jsw^^^ 
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bear (b Ion? a journey by land, and that they 
begged of Tiim, as a favour, tliat he would ck* 
blige the commander of the barque to convey 
them to the fecond catarad. He anfwered that 
the barqae was his ; that if hi» fcrvant had en- 
gaged to carry thero farther, he had exceeded 
his orders ; that beiides the water of the NtU 
was too fhallow to render it poffible to go up 
the Nili as £ur as the catarad, and that they 
would be forced to ftop ibmewbere upoo the 
way with his barque, which would be a great 
lofs to him. Mr. Norden replied, ** Since it is 
<* not poiible to advance by water, and on the 
*< other hand we are unable to go by land, we 
** have no other meafore to take than to 
" return back." " You may, he replied, but 
<< it ihall not be with my barqae. 1 want it ; 
** and you muft take your things out of it as 
** foon as poffible." 

Mr. Norden could not now doubt of the bad 
defigns formed againfl him. There was then 
no other barque at Derri^ and even if tkere had 
been one, nobody would dare to carry him in 
it without the permiflion of this man, who was 
a real tyrant. Mr. Nwitn threfore by means of 
the Jinx) and the prieft o^red him all the ad- 
vantages he could hope for in letting the barque^ 
and after many difficulties the bargan was made» 
the man who commanded it was called, and 
they all fwore, holding their hands on their 
beards, to ftand to the agreement. Baram 
Cafhif was fo fatisfied with it, that he made 
Mr. N^rdin a. prefent of two new za^e^^ ^''t 
darts, and the piazile of a^ n^>mv^ ^«^^?^t 
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which he faid he had carried above ten yean{ 
and on his returning to the barque, he fent af- 
ter him a goat, and a ba&et of tlates. 

Mr. Nordin now fent him a prefent of tobac- 
co, ftrong liquors, and other things : but his 
affairs had already taken a different turn ; the 
Schorbatfchie had heard of the agreement, and 
being appreheniive of lofing, by the departiue 
of the boat, all the advantages he had expelled; 
had talked with Baram Cafliif, and made hia 
change his fentiments. He therefore rejeded 
che prefent, faying they had made a fool of 
him, and that he muft have things of grea^ 
value. 

The Jev3 returninp with this report, they 
could fcarce give credit to what he faid ; they, 
however, commi£ioned the father to wut on faim 
again. Baram Cafhif, gave him a very coid 
reception ; told him a thoufand fbolifh things, 
and the pricft obferving that he ought to con- 
sider, they were under the protedion of the 
Grand Signior, he anfwered in a feeming rage ; 
<' I laugh at the horns of the Grand Signior; 
*' 1 am here Grand Signior my (elf, and will 
** teach you to rcfped me as you ought. I 
** know already what fort of people you are, 
*^ added he. i have confulted my cup, and 
" have found by it, that you are thofe of whom 
** one of our Prophets has faid: there Hould 
*' come Franks in difguife, who by little pre- 
*' fcnts, and by a footning and infiniiating be- 
*' haviour, would pafs every where ; examine 
*^ tlie flate of the country ; go to make a rc- 
*' port of it, and afierw^d^ n:x.\2jma^ with a 
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«• great number of Franksj conquer and exter- 
•* minate us all. But I will take care of 
** that: you muft quit the barque without de- 
" lay." 

The father having at his return repeated this 
diicourfe, it was refolved not to quit the barque 
but with life. However, ^arly the next morn- 
ing Mr. Norden waited on Baram^ accompanied 
by the prieft, who fpoke the language, and by 
the Jew. The Cafhif foon appeared, repeated 
his accuflomed cant, and offered to conduct 
them to the cataract : but on their letting him 
know that they had no mind to go thither, he 
demanded large prefents. Upon this Mr. Abr- 
den afked him by what right he formed fuch 
pretenfions; and what he meant by playing 
thus with his oath, and breaking the bargaia 
he had made ? Enraged at thefe reproaches, he 
fwore that he would make them know who he 
was, and threatened tdi take away their lives ; 
to which Mr. Norden only anfwered, that they 
ihould be able to uke their meafures, and quit- 
ting him without taking leave, they went imme- 
diately to the Scorbatfchie. 

This officer, who was as great a villain as 
the other, treated them with much the fame 
language. On which Mr. Norden rofe up, and 
raiung his voice, cried, ** Tell him, if they 
*< have taken their reiblution, we have taken 
*' ours, and will wait the ilTue with our wea- 
'^ pons in our hands." Upon this he went to 
the door, and the father as well as the Je^ 
having intcrprctted what he (aid) is^Wow^^Nscsa. 
clofel/. . 



% 



fents, which he mentioned. 

.' mifed to content him, providei 

oicd lately give orders for theii 
the bargain Teemed to be again 

j no agreement was yet made \ 

batfdiie Mr. Ncrdtn propofcd t 

' ] bat the Cafhif dt fired that the 

Cent, and that he would flay w: 

i ; i:ome back. 

This being agreed to, they 
Alone, than the Cafhif ordered 
water to be broaght, and treat 
with great civility, made him 
he fhould give him fome of 
fome coffee, rice, &c. This 
fizns, and in broken Arabic. ''. 
with joy> renewed his careffcj 
fible they were owing to his a^ 
Arahs and the Turks are accullc 
thev efleem moft valuable in tl 



thr$ngh EGYPT. 201 

barque, fo that he loft both his labour and the 
dates. 

Id the mean while the prieft and the Ji^v re« 
tnmedy without being able to prevail on the 
Schorbatfchie ; on which Bartm Cafhif told Mr. 
NordeHy that if he would (lay with him and let 
the others go, he would treat him as his own bro* 
ther ; but that gentleman after thanking him 
for his offer, entreated him to finifh the affair ; 
and give orders for his departure. To this he 
confented, and taking them to his houfe, made 
frefh propoials, and it was agreed, that he (hould 
have Mr. N§rdett*s fuit of cloaths, a pair of pif« 
tc^, fome powder and ball, and fifteen fevillims; 
diat the fame fum fliould be given to die Schor- 
batfchie, that befides the CaStif fliould receive 
thirty- five fevillant for the hire of the barque,^ 
£x fevillans fhonld be given to the man who 
vras to command it, and three to the failort. 
On thefe conditions they were to fail in the 
ni^ht, that diey might do it with the greater 
iatety. The Cafhif then told them, he would 
go and make the Schorbatfchie hearken to rea- 
on, and afterwards come to the barque to fee the 
prcfents defigned him. 

Our travellers now hailed to the barc|ue» 
where they immediately cauied every thing tney 
had bargained for to be taken out of their chefts, 
to prevent their being obliged to open them in 
the prefence of the CsShif, takine care to con- 
ceal all their honlhold utenfils, with a thoufand 
ufeful trifles, and to expok nothing to the fights 
but weapons, of which tke^ Vk«A «l ^t^vx.^ ^gj^A. 
&ock. 
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In aboat an hour Baram Cafhif arrived, and 
ordering every body on the bank of the Nilexo 
retire, entered the barque, and having feen his 
prefent, appeared well fatisfied. He delired 
that it might be conceaUd from the Schorbatf- 
chie, who was coming, and kept till it grew 
dark, when he would iend one of his ilaves for 
it. But the Schorbatfcliie, on his arrival, ap- 
peared difatisiied with the bargain, and refuting 
to accept of a piece of common red cloth, fuN 
ficient to make him a fuit of cloaths, retired 
difcontented. Baram Caihif however, bid them 
fear nothing, for he would Hand to his agree* 
ment. Who would not have thought that he 
now a^ed finccrely ? efpecially, as the 4naa 
who had the care of the boat, came, and iaii 
he had received orders from his mafter to fail, 
and for that purpofe put frefh merchandizes on 
board. Yet at night no flave came for the 
prefent, and this rendering lSt\T..Nor^en uneafy, 
he fent the Je^ and the Aga's brother to fee 
what occafioned this delay ; but after flaying 
till paft midnight, they returned with the me- 
lancholy news, that the Cafhif fwore to defboy 
them ; and talked of having chefls of gold be- 
fore he would fufFer them to efcape. 

The EfFendi then came to the barque, and 
told them, he was extremely concerned at the 
fad circumflances in which he faw them. ** You 
** have to do with devils, and not men, (aid 
*' he. I have the unhappinefs to be obliged 
*' to live with them. I maintain myfelf in my 
*' /?ofl, becaufe I can write, which they cannot 
*' do thcmfelves : but 1 aWc^ox tlci^ m^xyvver in 
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«* which they treat ftrangers, whence no 
*' barque any longer comes here. I know not 
** what it is that reftrains them with reipeft 
«* to you : but before your arrival it was* de- 
** bated in the Divan, whether they fhould 
*• get rid of you immediately, and in what 
** manner they fhould fet about it. After 
** great difputes, it was agreed to condu6l you 
** into the defarts, under the pretence of accom- 
** panying you to the cataradt. What they 
*< would have done with you when there, the 
*« Prophet only knows : but all they faid about 
** a war, were lies intended to make you fall 
" into the fnare. Believe me, you have to do 
** with the greateft villain on earth. He has 
<^ killed nine men with his own hand, who 
** were his friends, and fome of the moll pow- 
** erful men of the country. It is this that has 
*« rendered him fo formidable ; he fopports his 
*< power by the prefents he makes to fome, 
** out of what he plunders from others. He 
«* might be really a Caftiif, did he but dare 
" to go to T/chirchey to aflc for the CafFetan ; 
** but he is deterred by the complaints often 
'< carried thither againil him : thus he rather 
** chufes to fend thither fome filly young fcl- 
** low, in whofe name he governs. Beiides, 
«* added the EfFendi, he is drunk every night ; 
«* —he then refembles a madman — he lies 
«* with his own daughters. — In (hort, he is 
«< the vileft wretch I, ever knew." 

Thofe in the barque heard this dreadful cha- 
raflter without anfwering avjoi^^^ccA ^-^-^ 
aiked Ids advice, which ac vi^^ xwasWV^^^^^ 
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ter fuit them to weep ; for before the day was 
ended, they would, perhaps, have loft all their 
gaiety. But this counfel made no great im« 
prelTion upon them. This man was lately 
come from Algiers^ and was half naked ; but 
his pretended charader of being a Saint, oc- 
cafioned his being treated with great venera- 
tion. 

The Schorbatfchie at laft appearing, they 
wifhed him a good day, which he coldly re- 
turned. Mr. Norden then deiired the interpre- 
ter to a(k him, whether they might hope to 
come to an agreement with him. " Giveme, 
'< faid he, five or fix purfes, and I will then 
*' talk to you. I muft fee yourchefls, I will 
go this day to the barque ; you fhall open them 
for me, and if the;^ are not filled with gold, 
*« you fhall Ihare with me what thejr contain." 
To this, Mr. Norden refolutely replied, that he 
ihould not fee the infide of his cheils, nor break 
them open ; but that he might depend upon 
it, that the perfon to whom ne gave the com- 
milTion would not return to tell him what he 
had found there. To this menace the Schor- 
batfcie gave no anfwer ; but after looking; 
earnelDy at Mr. Norden^ turned towards his 
own people, and diredted his difcourfe to them. 

They had now heard enough to form a judg- 
ment of what they were to expedl, and there- 
fore retired in order to return to their barque: 
but the Calhif being fitting in grand Council 
in the market-place, and feeing them pa/s by» 
called to them, and on their Itill proceedwL*?^^^ 
fent a flave after them, otiv^\C\0^xXv^^ >^^xvx>q.'^ 
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to the barque to put cvtxy thing in order for 
his reception. The Cafhif heard this with 
patience, and only anfwered, that he had force 
enough to deilroy them, was he difpofedtodo 
it. " We know it, cried Mr. Nor den : we were 
" informed of your evH difpofition before we 
'* left Affouarti and there took the precaution 
" of having the infults we might fuiFer h^xc 
*' revengedy in cafe we fhould be unable to 
** revenge ourfelves," 

Upon this he arofe and returned to the 
barque, with a firm refolution of quitting it no 
more. But he had not been there half an hou^ 
before the Cafhif fent for the interpreter, on 
which the Jeiv went ; and foon returned with 
the news, that he begged they would fend him 
the prefents that had been agreed upon, and 
alfo fome other trifles, on which conditions he 
promifed to let them depart immediately, and 
to accompany them himfelf to a certain di- 
ilance. Though little credit could be given 
to what he faid, the prefents were fent, and 
alfo the money for himfelf and the Schorbatfchie. 
About noon the Cafhif came to the boat with 
two bullies, and ordered every thing to be got 
ready for failing ; when afking Mr« Nor den if 
he was now fatisfied with him, he replied, that 
he could not have thought he would have been 
{o honeil, and that he was at prefent very much 
inclined in his favour. This was favmg too 
much, " fince you are favourably inclined to- 
** wards me, faid he, give me fomethbg." 
They appeared a little reludant; but he would 
not give over his dematid, ^xA \x. ^^^ t*.^^- 
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fary to part with feveral other trifles. The 
worfl of it was, that he had never done aiking, 
and had no fooner got one thing than he wanted 
another, and would not leave difputing fbr it, 
till he got it. 

In the mean while they had proceeded a good 
way, and night coming on, the Cafhif landed 
at Kerofoafchiey and ordering his Topper to be 
got ready, eat it in the open air, at a little di- 
ilance from the barque. In the mean while a 
fervant of one of tne priefts who had been 
robbed of a riding coat, went to make his 
complaint to the Cafhif, who by this time be- 
gan to grow drunk. He fell into a violent 
paifion, rofe up, drew his fabre, and fwore diat 
whoever had committed the robbery fhould for- 
feit his life. The coat was foon found, and the 
flave who had ftole it, threw himfelf at his feet, 
to implore his mercy ; our travellers alfo en- 
treated for him, and he was happily pardoned ; 
for had Baram killed him, they would have 
been obliged to pay him for the lofs ; this was 
the leafl that could have happened from it: 
they were therefore much concerned at the fer- 
vant's having carried his complaint to the Ca- 
fhif without their knowledge ; but he did not 
forefee the confequence. 

Baram Cafhif, before he left the barque had 
obliged them to pay two fevillans to each of the 
bullies he had brought with him. He himfelf 
had fqueezed them the whole day, and had 
left off aflcing, only becaufe he faw nothing 
more to afk for : but now he feemed defirous to 
return to the charge •, 2LW<i ^^ivx. x.Vv^ta word that 
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he defigncd to come to the barque to take his 
leave o? them : but the brother of the Aga of 
Jfouarij who had fupped with him, prevented 
it ; by reprefenting that he had fqeeczed them 
fo much, that they were provoked beyond all 
patience, and that he would not be anfwerable 
for his life, if he attempted fo much as to enter 
the barque again. 

Notwithilanding the Calhif was drunk, thcie 
reprefentations had their efFcdfc, and he con 
tented himfelf with fending his wifhes of a good 
voyage ; but let them know, that he had juit 
received intelligence that his Sultana v.iis 
brought to bed, and defired they wouli be io 
food as to make the child a rrtTcr.i o\ irs.z 
Slvcr baubles. They promifed to \€.\\\ i-icr.-!, 
but took care not to do it till thjy -..tir;' .i:.!'.!/ 
to depart. At laft they found iht.nllv-;. h.:ii- 
pily cfcapcd out of the hands of th'*:: ty-iit, 
and congratulated each other, on beii g q:^;.: at 
fo cheap a rate. As they had no wind, i^icy 
had recourfe to their oars, which, with tic* ai-- 
iiftance of the current, made them advaiv:: ih 
faft, that they foon loft fight of the fire, Baram 
Calhif had kindled in order to warm himfelf. 

In this paiTage from AJfoitan to Derri there is 
the grcateft difficulty \\\ getting provifionsr 
nothing is to be found but a few flieep an<i 
goats that are extremely lean ; and the latter 
good for nothing ; poultry is very fcarce, and 
confequently eggs are not common ; with re- 
fpe6t to bread, the natives grind no more com 
than they want for their own immediate m&.^ 
and the cakes they malto ol\x^ ^x^ 'WiX ^^^^^"^ 
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half baked. But what is fliirmore dif^reeablei 
when you purchafe any thing, its being fbldi 
delivered, and paid for, does not make a per- 
fedl Tale. Mr. Norden^s valet had bought a 
iheep near Dendour^ which one of the natives 
brought to the barque, in order to fell it. Af- 
ter much wrangling, he left it. for two fevil- 
lans, and went away with the money; but 
in half an hour's time, returned to demand his 
iheep, offering to give back what he had re- 
ceived. Exa^erated at this proceeding, they 
refufed to break the bargain ; beiides, they 
wanted the iheep. But the roan being obfti- 
nate, made a terrible outcry, which brought 
fo many of his countr>'men about him, that to 
avoid coming to extremities, they complied 
with his requeft, on condition of his returning 
the fevillans. The comedy did not end here : 
a moment after he returned with the fame fhecp, 
for which he alked three fevillans. They would 
have turned him away : but when he iaw thac 
they did not feem to want his fheep, he pre- 
tended to oblige them to take it for the price 
they had given him at ^^, They heiitated at 
this. At lad he came to an agreement, and 
the flicep continued with them ior one fcvillan 
and fome meafures of corn, which was however, 
lefs in value than what was given him at firll. 

The people from A^luan to Derri not being 
accuftcmed to crofs the Kile in canoes, have 
difFerent ways of fupplying the want of them. 
Two of ihefe have been already mentioned, 
and Mr. K or den here gives a third. They fet 
aJlride upon a great piece of wood, placing 
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their cloaths on their heads in the form of a 
turbant, and then making ufe of their arms as 
oars, crofs the river without much difficulty. 
This method is in ufe where there are even 
more crocodiles than here, and yet no accidents 
happen from it. And thofe who bathe every day 
in ihe Nile make ufe of no precautions againft 
that animal. 

In fix days they arrived at Morrada^ the port 
above the cataract, the people, as they paffcd, 
being every where furprizcd at finding, that 
they were ftill alive, and at feeing that they had 
cfcaped ixova AJfouan. 

The End of the Twelfth Volume, 
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